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ABSTRACT 

A PHONOLOGICAL COMPA RISON OF SELECTED 

KARENIC LANGUAGE VAR IETIES OF KAYAH 

STATE 

Myar Doo Myar Reh 

Payap University, Chiang Mai, 2004 

Supervising Professor: Brian Migliazza 

This thesis is a phonological comparison of selected Karenic language varieties of 

Kayah state. They are Kayah, Kayaw, Monumanaw and Yintale. No researcher has 

yet studied them except for Kayah. The synchronic phonologies of Kayaw, 

Monumanaw and Yintale are compared with Kayah.  

The study focuses on the comparison of consonants, vowels and tones in these four 

languages in order to know how closely they are related to each other. It also 

determines the correspondences between these elements. 

The results of the synchronic phonologies show that they very similar. Only Yintale 

maintains the final nasal consonants and diphthong vowels. The rest of the three do 

not have the same as Yintale. Kayaw and Monumanaw do not have voiced 

labiodental fricative [v]. Kayah, Kayaw and Monumanaw have four contrastive tones. 

They are high, high-mid, mid and low, but Yintale has five contrastive tones.  They 

are high, mid, low, falling and rising. Kayah has 24 consonant phonemes, Kayaw 22, 

Monumanaw 22 and Yintale 25, and all four languages have the same ten plain 

vowels: /h/, /d/, /D/, /̀ /, /é/, /Ó/, /E/, /t/, /n/ and /¬/. The result of the lexicostatistic 

analysis of four languages shows that they are quite close to each other. 
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ЋЈϵТЅГϤО 

ϲУДИХЮϵДУСМϨЮЌДЦГЋЮЈЦГЋДСЋЋЮЛЦГϸϳОϸБУКУбЊϲЖЩϤВϲСЮДЊЊЦбЊДТЁϵУГУ 

аЅГ ЮВЦГД ЅЪ ЮВЦГД ЮД 

ВМУИХЈГУЖТГЏУГТЏ ϹТϸМИТЅЮϻЦГϸбМВϤ Џ.Й. 2547 

үҴҊҴҥҤӨҞһӥ҆ҩҜ҆ҺңҩҶҙҤҴқҶҠқҚӨ үҴҊҴҥҤӨ Ҿ҆қ ҿңқҬҳқ 

ҩҶҙҤҴқҶҠқҚӨҋҜҳҜқҷӇ қӋҴҾҬқүқү҃ҴҥҩҶҾ҆ҥҴҲҭӨ ҾҝҥҷҤҜҾҙҷҤҜҢҴҫҴӁқ҃ҧҺӤң ҃ҲҾҥққҷ (Karenic) ӁқҥҳҒ҆ҴҤҴ 

ҝҥҲҾҙҪҠңӤҴ ӀҖҤҾҧҹү҃ҪҸ҃ҫҴҾҋҠҴҲҢҴҫҴ҆ҴҤҴ ҃ҲҤү ӀңқһңҴқү ҿҧҲ ҾҤҾҗӤүҿҧ ҃ҴҥҩҶҾ҆ҥҴҲҭӨҊҲҙӋҴӀҖҤ 

҃ҴҥҾҝҥҷҤҜҾҙҷҤҜҥҲҜҜҾҬҷҤ҉ҢҴҫҴ ҃ҲҤү  ӀңқһңҴқү ҿҧҲ ҾҤҾҗӤүҿҧ ҃ҳҜҢҴҫҴ҆ҴҤҴ ҍҸӆ҉қү҃ҊҴ҃ 

ҢҴҫҴ҆ҴҤҴқҷӇҿҧӥҩ Ҥҳ҉ӂңӤҾ҆ҤңҷӁ҆ҥҪҸ҃ҫҴҢҴҫҴқҷӇңҴ҃Ӥүқ ҃ҴҥҩҶҊҳҤқҷӇҾқӥқӂҝҙҷӆ҃ҴҥҾҝҥҷҤҜҾҙҷҤҜ ҾҬҷҤ҉ҠҤҳҏҌқҲ 

ҬҥҲ ҿҧҲҩҥҥҕҤҺ҃җӨ ҿҧҲҧҳ҃ҫҕҲҝґҶҢҴ҆ (correspondences) ҄ү҉ҾҬҷҤ҉ӁқҢҴҫҴҙҳӇ҉Ҭҷӆ ҾҠҹӆүҪҸ҃ҫҴҩӤҴ 

ҢҴҫҴҾҭҧӤҴқҷӇ ңҷ҆ҩҴңҬҳңҠҳқҚӨ҃ҳқҭҥҹүӂңӤ 

 Ҟҧ҃ҴҥҪҸ҃ҫҴ҃ҴҥҾҝҥҷҤҜҾҙҷҤҜҥҲҜҜҾҬҷҤ҉ ҿҬҖ҉ӁҭӥҾҭӅқҩӤҴ ҢҴҫҴҙҳӇ҉ҬҷӆқҷӇңҷ҆ҩҴңҬҳңҠҳқҚӨ҃ҳқүҤӤҴ҉ 

Ӂ҃ҧӥҌҶҖ ңҷҾҠҷҤ҉ҢҴҫҴ ҾҤҾҗӤүҿҧ ҾҙӤҴқҳӇқҙҷӆңҷҠҤҳҏҌқҲҙӥҴҤҾҬҷҤ҉қҴҬҶ҃ ҿҧҲҬҥҲҝҥҲҬң ҢҴҫҴ҃ҲҤү ҿҧҲ 

ӀңқһңҴқү ӂңӤңҷҾҬҷҤ҉ҾҬҷҤҖҿҙҥ҃ [v] (voiced labiodental fricative) қү҃ҊҴ҃қҷӇҤҳ҉ҠҜҩӤҴ ҢҴҫҴ҃ҲҤү 

ҿҧҲ ӀңқһңҴқү ңҷҩҥҥҕҤҺ҃җӨ 4 ҾҬҷҤ҉ ҆ҹү Ҭһ҉ ҃ҧҴ҉҆Ӥүқ҄ӥҴ҉Ҭһ҉ ҃ҧҴ҉ ҿҧҲ җӆӋҴ ҬӤҩқҢҴҫҴҾҤҾҗӤүҿҧ ңҷ 5 

ҾҬҷҤ҉ ҆ҹү Ҭһ҉ ҃ҧҴ҉ җӆӋҴ Ҭһ҉Ҿҧҹӆүқҗ҃ ҿҧҲҗӆӋҴҾҧҹӆүқ҄ҸӇқ ҬӋҴҭҥҳҜҾҬҷҤ҉ҠҤҳҏҌқҲҠҜҩӤҴ 

ҢҴҫҴ҆ҴҤҴңҷҾҬҷҤ҉ҠҤҳҏҌқҲ 24 ҾҬҷҤ҉ ҢҴҫҴҾҤҾҗӤүҿҧ ңҷ 25 ҾҬҷҤ҉ ҬӤҩқҢҴҫҴ҃ҲҤү ҿҧҲӀңқһңҴқү 

ңҷҾҙӤҴ҃ҳқ҆ҹү 22 ҾҬҷҤ҉ ҙҳӇ҉ҬҷӆҢҴҫҴңҷҾҬҷҤ҉ҬҥҲҾҖҷӆҤҩ 10 ҾҬҷҤ҉Ҿҭңҹүқ҃ҳқ҆ҹү /h/, /d/, /D/, / /̀, /é/, /Ó/, 

/E/, /t/, /n/ ҿҧҲ /¬/  

 Ҟҧ҄ү҉ҩҶҚҷҩҶҾ҆ҥҴҲҭӨҬҘҶҗҶҥһҝҪҳҠҙӨ (lexicostatistic analysis) ҃ӅҌҷӇӁҭӥҾҭӅқҾҌӤқ҃ҳқҩӤҴ ҢҴҫҴҙҳӇ҉Ҭҷӆ 

ңҷ̓ҩҴңҬҳңҠҳқҚӨ҃ҳқ ҙҴ҉ҾҌҹӇүҬҴҤ 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION  

1.0 Introduction 

This thesis looks at four ñCentral Karenic Languagesò- Kayah
1
, Monumanaw, Kayaw 

and Yintale. In order to limit the scope of the thesis, only four varieties were chosen. 

They are found primarily in Kayah State, Burma. Kayah State is located in the eastern 

part of Burma. It borders Shan State to the northeast, Karen State to the southwest 

and Thailand to the east. It is one of the smallest states in Burma. (See Figure 1).  

Previous phonological studies have been done on one of the languages in this thesis: 

Kayah, although the other three languages discussed in this thesis-Kayaw, 

Monumanaw, and Yintale have never been analyzed.  

Kayah has been taken as the basis to which the other three languages are compared 

for four reasons: 1) most linguistic research has focused on Kayah; 2) Kayah has the 

largest population, 3) Kayah is the most dominant politically, and 4) the author of this 

thesis is a native speaker of Kayah. 

The purpose of this chapter is to present an overview of Kayah, Kayaw, Monumanaw 

and Yintale, as well as a discussion of previous research, external and internal 

classification of Karen, the purpose of this thesis and the methodology used. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 In this thesis I use the term ñKayahò to refer to Kayah spoken in Kebogyi. 
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1.1 Background 

The residents of Kayah State speak many languages. They are generally referred to as 

ñKayahò by others living outside of Kayah State. ñKayahò (or sometimes Karenii) is 

often used as a general name for all the Karenic groups residing in Kayah State. 

When other people living outside of Kayah State say, ñKayahò it includes Kayah 

Ljakja (Kebogyi), Kayah Mathe (Eastern Kayah), Kayah Shitja (Northern Kayah), 

Kayah Panu (Monumanaw), Kayah Phjatare (Kayaw), Kayah Talja (Yintale), Ljakhje 

Du (Kayan), Ljakhje Phu (Yinbaw), Geba, Gekho, and Bwe. But people living in 

Kayah State have to identify themselves specifically. When they identify themselves 

as Kayah they include all Red Karen (Eastern Kayah, Western Kayah, Northern 

Kayah, Dawtama, Dawsobi, Dawnyikhu and Bawlakhe Kayah). They do not include 

Kayaw (Bre), Kayan (Padaung), Kayan Kanga (Yinbaw), Latha, Yintale, 

Monumanaw, Bwe, Gekho or Geba. Some subgroups names include terms like 

ñUpstreamò, ñDownstreamò, or ñterms that refer to the color of the womenôs 

clothing.ò For example, ñBig Upstream Peopleò are the Kayan, ñSmall Upstream 

Peopleò are the Yinbaw, and both of them are called ñBlack Peopleò. Kebogyi Kayah 

are ñDownstream Peopleò, Monumanaw are the ñWestern People,ò Eastern Kayah the 

ñGreen Peopleò or ñKayah Matheò which means ñEastern Peopleò. Furthermore, the 

Northern, Southern and Eastern varieties of Kayah are called ñRed Peopleò or ñKayah 

Liò.  

Since each group is called different names by different groups (and even by 

researchers) I will use the following four names, Kayah, Kayaw, Monumanaw and 

Yintale to refer to each group, (see section 1.2 for further details). 

The Kayah people are spread all over Kayah State but the Kayan and Yinbaw live 

mostly in Demawso township, and also in Phekhon township, Shan State. 

Monumanaw and Kayaw people can be found in Phruso township. There is only one 

Yintale village in Phasaung township and one quarter in Bawlake township.  



 

 4 

The following sections will present a historical background of Kayah State, 

geographic and demographic information, the socio-cultural and religious setting, 

communication, and an overview of each group.  

1.1.1 Historical  

Kayah State was initially called Karenii State. According to the constitution of the 

Union of Burma, Article 180 (1a), the word Karenii was eliminated and replaced with 

Kayah under the amendment made on 9
th
 February 1950. The name of Karenii State 

was renamed as Kayah State on 5
th
 October 1951 by the legislature.  

LaPolla (1999:237) states that the Karen arrived in Burma from northern China some 

time before the eighth century (in fact they arrived before the Burmese). Because of 

insufficiency of food caused by irregular rainfall, increasing population size and 

warfare in China, the Karen (and other groups) moved southward looking for new 

lands until they finally entered what is present-day Burma.  

1.1.2 Geography & Demography 

Kayah State is one of seven states in the Union of Burma. It lies between latitude 

north 18.30 and 20 degrees and between longitude east 97 and 97.55 degrees. The 

state borders Shan State to the northwest, Karen State to southwest and Thailand to 

the east. (Figure 1).  

 The area of Kayah State is 4506 square miles BERG (2000) or 11,731.5 square 

kilometers making it the smallest state in Burma with a total population of 207,357 

Bamforth (2000:11). It is composed of two districts: Loikaw and Bawlakhe. Under 

Loikaw district, there are four townships: Loikaw, Demawso, Phruso and Shadaw, 

but under Bawlakhe district, there are three townships: Bawlakhe, Phasaung and 

Meseh. Loikaw is also the state capital. 
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Kayah State, even though it lies within the tropics, is not unreasonably hot as it is 

located on a plateau. The average temperature of the capital city, Loikaw, is 22 )C. 

Kayah State has a moderate rainfall with an annual total rainfall between 100-130 cm. 

The capital Loikaw receives between 124-150 cm of rain annually. Generally, Kayah 

State is mountainous. Some plains exist, but only along the valleys of the Bilu river, 

the Salween River and Nam Pon rivers. Loikaw is situated 790 meters above sea 

level. It is on a plateau big enough to produce enough rice for all the people living in 

Kayah State. In general, the western part of the state is higher than the east. The 

average height of the west mountain range varies from 1200 to 1700 meters.  The 

highest peak of the Loi Ho Hta range which runs north to south, Loilong, is 1684 

meters high, Si Hso 1563 meters, and Hso Kli Hso 1570 meters. In the eastern part of 

the state the average altitude of the ranges is only 900 to 1200 meters. The Salween 

River flows from north to south through the eastern part of Kayah State (BERG 

2000).  

In 1941 (Hobbs 1956) the entire population of the state was about 71,000 of which 

over 50,000 were Kayah, and some 21,000 were about equally divided between two 

other Karen groups, Padaung and Yinbaw. Government estimates in 1961 showed 

little change with 71,500 people (Lehman 1963).  

According to a 1983 census the population composition of Kayah State was Kayah 

89,287 (56.12%), Burmese 27,975 (17.58%); Shan 26,515 (16.66%), Karen 10,272 

(6.45%), and others 5,546 (3.19%). The total population of Kayah State according to 

UNICEF (1998) is 207, 357. 

The number of Kayah Li people is estimated to be at around 280,000 (Grimes 2000), 

of which roughly 60% speak Kayah Li. Of the 280,000 Kayah people, it was 

estimated that in 1983 over one quarter of them were living in Thailand (Grimes 

2000). Personal discussions with informants estimate the population of Yintale to be 

around 1,000, for Monumanaw approximately 4,000, for Kayaw 10,000. 
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1.1.3 Socio-cultural & Religious Setting 

Formerly, the people of Kayah had their own King (Sawbwa). The most famous was 

ñKephoduò
2
. The Burmese version of this name is ñKebogyiò. Socially, it is 

customary for Kayah to give respect to a king, the village chief, a teacher and a 

religious leader called ñKe Bja Dseò and ñKatjo Bja Dseò, who represent the people 

to the spirits. Although at present there is no king, giving a respect to a leader is still 

widely practiced in many villages. If a village chief gives a command to do 

something, the whole community totally follows his command, even if they are 

unpleased with the decision. To work together is very common in Kayah.  

ñThe Kayah people are very hard working and have very little free time. They wake 

at three oôclock in the morning, cook their meal and eat it and then leave to go the 

fields.ò (BERG 2000). If one family builds or repairs their house, at least one person 

in each family has to come to help. In the case of funerals, all the villagers come and 

some bring food, rice, drinks or money as they can afford.  

The women and men do different work. Men do the main task such as cutting 

bamboo, wood, erecting posts, ploughing, carrying heavy things and butchering 

animals. The women do the cooking, weaving and doing all the domestic work in the 

home. Most Kayah work is cooperative, especially cultivating, ploughing, harrowing 

and harvesting.  

Traditionally the Kayah believed in many kinds of spirits such as the guardians of the 

forest, mountains and the trees. Around 1890, a missionary came into Kephodu, a 

place where the Kayahôs king lived, but the Kayah did not accept him. Around forty ï 

five years later (1935), an Baptist American missionary came to a Kayah village 

named Lamaw Daw in South Shan State and built a church there but almost all the 

believers died in epidemics during World War II. Later on, the Karen Baptist 

Association came to Kayah State and has been working since. Today, Christianity 

                                                 
2 The word ñKeò means ñCountryò, ñphoò means ñBlossomò and ñduò means ñBigò 
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composes 30% of the Kayah population. The remainders of them are Buddhists and 

animists. Those who are animist celebrate the Kutjobo festival, celebrating the 

powerful spirit that can bring rain every year.  

The Monumanaw used to be afraid of the spirits Kay Day, Gaboh and Thaw Baw. 

They would make sacrifices to Gaboh with pork meat and to Kay Day with dog or 

goat meat. Thaw Baw was believed to emanate from people who had suffered violent 

deaths (BERG 2000). In 1890, a Catholic missionary named Father Bo Sha Nu came 

to the Monu. The Baptists first came to the Muso area, Phruso township, southwest 

Kayah State. The village named Tsjelakwa accepted the Baptism but they were not 

allowed to drink the traditional wine, and so they became Roman Catholics. All 

Monu Manaw are Christians.  

Formerly, the Kayaw were animists, but now all Kayaw are Christians. Most of them 

are Roman Catholic believers. 10% are Baptists. Around 1900, a Baptist group came 

to the Hoya area and they became Baptists, but later on they turned to Catholicism. In 

Kayaw society it is usually the man who initiates a divorce. No man can keep two 

women in one house, and so if he wishes to have a second wife, he must first leave 

the first one.  

Nearly all Yintale are Buddhists and animists. Around five or six people are 

Christians. According to BERG (2000), Yintale has a similar culture to the other 

Kayah races. Boys go to court girls at their house in the evenings. They may even 

stay talking until dawn reciting poems and telling riddles. In such a way a boy may 

visit three or four girls and then make this choice from among them. Likewise a girl 

may be courted by more than one boy and make her choice from among them. Both 

girls and boys enjoy limitless freedom in seeing each other. They have no óbachelor 

clubsô as do other Kayah races; they have full access to see the opposite sex though 

they never indulge in sexual relationships before marriage. They are honest and 

sincere in their relationships with each other. According to Lehman (1963), their 

dress is like the Shan and Burmese dress. They are chiefly located in the Bawlakhe 
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District, whose traditional ruling family is supposed to be largely of Yangtalai 

origins, as is most of the population. Their agriculture is much like that of the Kayah, 

but they grow a great deal of sesame, the oil of which is sold to Shan.  

1.1.4 Communication 

There are two major trade routes into the Kayah State. One via a road from 

Taungngoo, Magwe division to Loikaw, and the other road is from Taunggyi to 

Loikaw. In the south there is a road from Loikaw to Meseh. Meseh is located on the 

Thai-Burma border. There is a railway from Loikaw to Aung Ban Shan State (and 

then onto Yangon). In Loikaw there is a domestic airport. Within the state there is 

only one paved road running north to south from Loikaw to Bawlakhe, Pasaung and 

Mawchi. In the south, there is one paved road running east to west between Meseh 

and Mawchi. (See figure 2). 

1.2 Overview of each group 

Most people in Burma call all the Karen groups living in Kayah State Kayah. They 

generally do not know who is being referred to when terms like Kayaw, Monumanaw 

and Yintale are used. But in Kayah State, people are more specific. If one says 

ñKayahò, it refers to the Kayah Li does not include the Kayan, Kayaw, Yintale, 

Monumanaw, Yinbaw, Gekho, Geba, Latha and Bwe. Officially, the Burmese 

government calls them all Kayah. All Central Karenic groups are allowed to 

broadcast on the radio service only in Western Kayah Li, which the author will refer 

to as Kayah.  
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1.2.1 Kayah 

Kayah can be found mostly to the east of the Phekone-Loikaw-Bawlakhe main road.  

They are not found in Meseh and Phasaung townships. They are mainly found in 

Loikaw and Shjadaw townships, also in Demawso and Phruso townships. In 

Bawlakhe township, they live only in the mountains to the east of Bawlakhe.  

Researchers generally agree that there are two major divisions of Kayah with the 

Salween River being the dividing line between the two ñdialectsò (Lehman 1963, 

Solnit 1997). In fact, there are three main speech varieties spoken. There is ñNorth 

Kayahò, those who live to the north Loikaw, Kayah State and Mobye, Phekhon, 

Pilong, and Nyaung Shwe townships in Shan State. ñSouth Kayahò, refers to the 

Kayah living in South of Loikaw, Phruso and South Demawso. Scholars have called 

them ñWestern Kayahò. Those who live in the east of Phon river and Salween river, 

in Maehongson Province, Thailand and Shadaw township, Kayah State, Burma, are 

called Eastern Kayah. 

The dialect situation within Kayah is very complex and requires further study. In fact 

there are a lot of Kayah varieties that cannot understand each other. For example, 

Dawtama and Dawnjekhu dialects are harder than Eastern Kayah dialect for West and 

North Kayah to understand even though they live much closer to Western Kayah. The 

writer saw four villages approximately 12 miles east of Bawlakhe town and 4 miles 

north west of the Salween (Phasaung town) that are very different from Kayah 

(North, South and East), though they call themselves ñKayahò. Their dialect is harder 

than Dawtama and Dawnyikhu to understand. The name of the villages are Soung 

Log, Chi Kwe, Nan Nok and Wan Cheh.  

A more accurate estimate, based on statistical information from local officials, is 

around 150,000. However Bradley states: 

ñOfficially Kayah Li has over 140,000 speakers in Burma, but this is 

underenumerated (and probably includes Manu, Yintale and perhaps some other 
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Karen languages within Kayah State). Including Thailand, there are probably a 

quarter of a million speakersò.  

1.2.2 Kayaw 

The Kayaw are known by many different names. Bradley (1997:48) states ñknown to 

its speakers as [aqD>] and hence Bre or Brek, this Central Karen group now prefers 

the autonym Kayaw [jÉi¬]ò.  People call them Paret, and they are reported as 

preferring this name (BERG 2000). Kayah call them [ogi`sÉqD].  

The Kayaw people live west of Phruso, west of Dimawso and Southwest of Phekone 

townships and two quarters in Loikaw. A few people live in Thai-Burma border. 

In fact, my informants said that people living in Gegaw village-tracts, west of Phruso, 

are called [aqD>], but those who living in west of Demawso and Southwest of 

Phekone townships are called [jÉi¬] ñKayawò. The term [aqD>] is totally different 

from the language called óEastern Bwe and Western Bweô. Even though all 

researchers considered the Bre [aqD>] and Kayaw to be the same, they cannot 

understand each other. But they are considered by many people to be one language 

differing only in accents. 

The population of Kayaw is approximately 10,000, according to one informant. 

ñKayaw probably totals about 25,000 speakers (Bradley 1997). According to the 

divisional supervisory committee, on the 18 Union Day, 1965, the population of 

Kayaw was estimated to be 7,000. As they mostly live in mountainous areas, they 

primarily cultivate dry rice on the hillsides. They raise cattle, pigs and chickens. They 

cultivate and trade several beans, chilies, various yams, sweet potatoes, potatoes, and 

cucumbers. Traditional woven clothes are found in Kayaw as well. The bags woven 

by Kayaw are well known for their skill in handicrafts. Kayaw have almost forgot 

their traditional festivals because nearly all of them have become Roman Catholics or 

Baptists. Therefore today there are no traditional celebrations in Kayaw. Most Kayaw 
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speak three or four languages. For example, those who live to the west of Phruso it is 

Sgaw Karen (neighborhood language and religious language for Baptists), Geba 

(religious language for Roman Catholics), and Burmese (national language). My 

informant said, 90% of them are Roman Catholic believers and 10% of them are 

Baptists. There are no Buddhists or animists. Figure 4 shows where Kayaw villages 

are located.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 14 

            

            N 

 

    W           E 

 

            S 

   

 

    Loikaw 

  
D

a
w

k
a

d
o
 

    
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

Z
a

k
h
a

w
 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
   

  
  

   

  
  

 D
o

li
 

  
M

a
s
e

ip
lo

 

   
S

u
p

ja
u
  

 

 

Demawso 

 P
re

p
ro

  

     
R

a
p

e
ra

 

   
   

M
a

w
th

id
o

  

   
 

T
h

it
h

u
 k

u
 

   
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
   

  
  
M

a
s
e

ip
lo

 

  D
a

w
K

h
ra

w
k
h

u
 

   M
u

s
o
 

M
o

s
o

  
  

  
  

  
   

   

 

 

 

 

    P
iil

o
 

  
   

   
  

 K
u

s
o
 

    

                   Phruso 

   
  

  
 D

o
ra

w
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
   

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
   

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  B

iy
a
 

  *
 

  
 

   
 

T
h

e
k
h

o
 

  
  

  
 D

o
la

s
o
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
   

  
  

  
   

  
  
T

h
u
k
h
is

o
  

   
  

  
  

  
  

K
e

g
a

w
 

P
a

w
la

w
 

  
  

  
  

  
   

 K
h

a
w

le
 

    
  

  
  

  
   

  
  

  
  

  
   

 

 

 

 

    
  

   

    
  

  
   

     *8
 

  Hoya 

 

        Lower Oolikho                

  

 

  

 Upper Oolikho   

   
    

      Naaphe 

 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  

 B
w

e
d

o
y
a

 

(n
e

w
 v

ill
a

g
e

) 

   K
h

a
b

e
 

B
w

e
d

o
y
a

  

(o
ld

 v
ill

a
g

e
) 

            
P

h
a

w
e 

    

 

     Lude 

   

  

         Shimide  

     

             Buvikho 

                   

                      Ha-O 

                  

         Kapru  

    
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  T
h

a
ti
p

h
o

w
  

  
  

  
  

 T
h

iw
a

k
h
a

w
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
   

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

   

  
 S

h
a

w
le

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
 

 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  

H
a

k
a

d
u
 

   
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
 

L
u

d
e

 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
   

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
 K
e

k
h

i 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

   

  

 

 

 

   Bawlakhe 

 

Figure 4. The Map of Kayaw Villages Area 



 

 15 

1.2.3 Monumanaw 

The Monumanaw includes two dialects- Monu and Manaw. Monu is the northern 

dialect and Manaw the Southern. They appear to be two separate languages because 

those who are Baptists live in the Manaw part, and those who are Roman Catholic 

live in the Monu part. They are not only different in the name of their locations and 

accents but they are also different in religious beliefs so they appear to outsiders to be 

two different languages. However they consider themselves to be the same. I will 

refer to both of them as Monumanaw. 

Formerly they had a big clash due to the difference of religions. Some extremists still 

want to say that they are not the same language. Leaders in both sections have made 

peace recently. So they do not like anyone to say they are different. Actually, they are 

one language as they can understand and communicate with each other very well, as 

the author saw both Monu and Manaw informants talking with each other with no 

apparent difficulties.  

Monumanaw can be found in the west of Bawlakhe and Phruso townships. They are 

one quarter of Loikaw, one quarter of Phruso and one quarter of Demawso. But, 

primarily, they are also found in Naaphe village-tracts, Bawlakhe township. There are 

a total of 21 villages and three town quarters. 70% are Baptists and 30% are Roman 

Catholic. The population of Monumanaw is estimated to be between 3,000 ï 5,000 

BERG (2000), however, a more accurate estimate, based on statistical information 

from local officials, is around 1,000. For the small western subgroup Manu, the 

Burmese name is Manumanaw, the Kayah name is [oÓmÓ]. This means ñwesternò 

(dialect of Kayah); it may have 10,000 or more speakers. There were very large 

differences in the estimated population of Manumanaw given by the four people. For 

example; The estimate of a informant, he is an emigration officer, is around 50,000, 

the estimate of the population by the divisional supervisory committee (1965) was 
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over 3,000, and another one of my informants estimated around 10,000). But to the 

best of the researcher's estimate is around 10,000, too. 

Cultivation is the main task of the Monumanaw people. Most of the work clearing the 

fields and harvesting is done by the whole village working cooperatively. They sell 

their goods in Phruso township. The main goods for sale are betel nuts and betel leaf; 

after this in order of importance are beans, plantain, and oranges. These are all sold in 

exchange for rice. The Monumanaw have had significant contact with other 

languages, including Sgaw, Kayah and Burmese. In the west of Bawlakhe, the Sgaw 

language is important to them to communicate with the neighboring Sgaw and use in 

the religious meeting. In Phruso township, Kayah and Burmese are very important 

languages of communication. 
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Figure 5. Map of Monumanaw Villages Area 
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1.2.4 Yintale 

Yintale is also called Yintalaing or Yantalaing BERG (2000:6). Talai is said to come 

from Talaing, which is the Burmese term for the people of Lower Burma, but c.f. the 

Kayah term. Tribal synonymy is as follows: ñtaljaò (Kayah term, ñsouthernò). 

Yangtalai is the Shan term, Yintale in its Burmese form, sometimes given a folk 

etymology deriving it, erroneously in all likelihood, from Kayin Talaing, ñMon 

(country) Karen,ò a term denoting the Pwo Karen (Lehman 1963:68). The author 

disagrees that the term ñTalaiò came from ñTalaingò. To the best of my knowledge, 

the Mon were formerly called [sé¾ké©] by Sgaw Karen. The Burmese formerly 

called a kind of Karen living in some areas of the lower Burma in ñTalaing Kayinò 

which means ñTalaing Karenò, but it did not refer to the Yintale living in Kayah 

State. Nowadays even Burmese do not know what kind of people they called 

ñTalaing Kayin.ò It appears its usage is dying out. The Yintale are called ñTah-liahò 

by Kayah. Some Kayah say that because ñTahò, which means ógo downô and ñliahò 

which means ñsouthò in Kayah that therefore the whole meaning may be ñSouth 

peopleò. 

The Yintale are chiefly located in the Bawlakhe township, whose traditional ruling 

family is supposed to be largely of Yangtalai origins, as is most of the population 

(Lehman 1963:68). But nowadays, there are only four places where Yintale are 

found. Only one village with only Yintale is known, Wa Aung, which is located to the 

northeast of Phasaung town on the bank of the Salween (See Figure 2). There are two 

Yintale quarters in the towns of Bawlakhe and Naaphe. The fourth village is made up 

of both Shan and Yintale. It is Supha village located northeast of Wa Aung on the 

bank of the Salween river. There are only seven Yintale families there and they have 

intermarried with other groups.  

The Yintale have a similar culture to the other Karenii. The choice of marriage 

partner and other important matters have to be decided by the parents. Their 
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agriculture is much like that of the Kayah, but they grow a great deal of sesame. The 

language differs from Kayah (Lehman 1963). My Yintale informant estimated the 

total population of Yintale to be around 1000. But based on the number of houses in 

each village, it is estimated that there are around 600. According to the chart was 

produced by the divisional supervisory committee, on the 18 Union Day, 1965, the 

population of Yintale is given as 500. The name of the subgroup Yintale has been 

folk-etymologized into the Burmese term Yin-Talaing or Mon Karen. It is a south-

western group of Kayah, with perhaps 10,000 speakers (Bradley 1997:48). The author 

disagrees with this population estimate because of the area having only four small 

villages.  

1.3 Previous Research 

This section discusses the classification of the Karen languages within Sino-Tibetan, 

the internal classification of the languages and the phonological studies that have 

been done.  

1.3.1 Classification of Karen 

The Karen languages have always been considered part of Sino-Tibetan, but the exact 

position has changed over the years.  

Shafer (1955:107-108) said that although the Karen group of languages is usually 

placed within the Sino-Tibetan branch, its position has remained in doubt. 

Benedict (1972) places Karen as a sister to the Tibeto-Burman branch. He split Karen 

off from the Tibeto-Burman languages because of Karenôs SVO word order and 

divergent morphological processes, see figure 6.  
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                                                                                                                  SINO-TIBETAN  

 

                                                                                        

                                                                                      TIBETO -KAREN                              CHINESE 

                                                     

                                                       TIBETO -BURMAN                                    KAREN 

                               Tibeto-Kanauri                                  Gyarung (?)  

                                       Lepcha 

                        Bahing-Vayu                 KACHIN                             Burmese-Lolo 

                          Newari 

                  Abor-Miri -Dafla                                         Luish          Nung (ish) 

                              Konyak                                            Taman       Trung 

                                   Bodo-Garo    

                                                               Kuki -Naga 

                                                               Mikir  

                                                               Meithei 

                                                               Mru  

Figure 6. Classification of Sino-Tibetan (Benedict 1972:6) 

Egerod (1973:796-7) states that he is uncertain whether the Karen languages are truly 

part of Sino-Tibetan, implying that they have as close a relationship to Tibeto-

Burman as the Tai and Miao-Yao languages. He further considers that if Karen is to 

be included in Sino-Tibetan then it must be set up as an independent member of a 

Tibeto-Karen group that includes Tibeto-Burman and Karen. The special affinities 

between Chinese and Karen (especially in syntax) are secondary.  

Matisoff (1978) following Benedict (1972) places Karen in the Tibeto-Karen branch 

of the Sino-Tibetan linguistic stock. However Matisoffôs (1993) most recent thinking 

on the topic would place Karen as just another branch of Tibeto-Burman, see 

Figure 7. 
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Sino-Tibetan 

 

                                            Tibeto-Burman                                                                    Chinese 

  Kamarupan                                                            Baic 

  NE India, W Burma                                              Yunnan 

 

              Himalayish                                          Karenic 

              Tibet, Nepal,                                        Burma, Thailand 

              Bhutan, Sikkim       

                                                                           Lolo-Burmese-Naxi 

                            Qiangic                            SW China, Burma, 

                            Sichuan, Yunnan             Thailand, Loas, Vietnam 

 

                                           Jingpho-Nungish-Luish 

                                             N. Burma, Yunnan  

Figure 7. STEDT (2004) Classification of Sino-Tibetan 

Bradley (1997) considers the Karen languages to be part of Tibeto-Burman, as does 

other Tibeto-Burma scholars including Van Driem (2002), DeLancey (2003), and 

Solnit (1997). 

The normal sentence structure of Tibeto-Burman is SOV, whereas all Karen 

languages are SVO. Solnit (1997) disagrees with how Benedict (1972) separates the 

Karenic group from Tibeto-Burman. His view is that neither the cognates with 

Chinese nor the typological divergence is sufficient evidence for such a separation. 

Young (1962:69) notes that it is generally accepted that Karen is a branch of Tibeto-

Burman, and its peculiar features, which are different from other Tibeto-Burman sub-

groups, are a result of Mon-Khmer language influences.  

1.3.2 Internal Classification 

The first modern analysis of the internal relationships of Karenic languages was done 

by Jones (1961). Jones compared four Karen languages, and showed that Taungthu  
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(Pa-O) is more closely related to Pho Karen than Sgaw Karen. His work did not 

include any language spoken in Kayah State, see Figure 8. 

                                                                        Proto- Karen 

 

 

 

 

 

             Bassein            Moulmein     Taungthu              Palaychi               Moulmein     Bassein 

             Pho                  Pho   Pa-O                     Sgaw                    Sgaw             Sgaw 

Figure 8. Karenic Language Relationships (Jones 1961:83) 

According to Kauffman (1993), Karen is composed of three main branches (North, 

South, and Central) with Central Karen further classified as three groups and an 

unclassified. Kayah is classified as an East Central language, while Kayaw, 

Monumanaw and Yintale are unclassified, see figure 9.    

Karenic 

 

                                        Southern                       Central                       Nourthern 

 

 

                                        Sgaw Karen                                               Pa-O 

                                        Pwo Karen       

            

         

 

        Unclassified                             West Central                 North Central             East Central 

        Yintale                                     Geba                              Padaung   

        Kayaw                                      Bwe 

        Monumanaw  

        Gekho 

        Yeinbaw                                        Western Kayah               Eastern Kayah 

                  

Figure 9. Classification of Karen (Kauffman 1993:5) 

Bradleyôs classification (1997) is based on personal communication with Lehmann, 

Burling and Solnit, three Karen language researchers. Bradley presents three main 

groups of Karenic- Northern, Central/Bwe and Southern. Under these three groups, he 
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sub-classifies. Pa-O (Taungthu), and Padaung (Kayan (Yingbaw/Ka-ngan, 

Zayein/Latha and Gekhu) as the Northern group; Eastern Kayah (Kayah, Monu and 

Yintale) and Western Kayah (Blimaw, Bre and Geba) as the Central Karenic group; 

and (Mopwa, Palaychi, Paku, Wewaw, Monnepwa), Pho/Pwo/Phlong and Lekhe are 

put under the Southern Karenic group. Figure 10 shows the current thinking on the 

internal classification of Karen languages.  

 

 

Figure 10. Classification of Karenic (Bradley 1997:47) 

Manson (2002) analyzed over 20 Karenic languages and presented a diagram of 

relationships based on phonological similarity. He considers Karen to be composed of 

seven clusters ï Sgaw/Paku; Pwo: Pa-O; Monu/Kayaw; Yeinbaw/Geker/Padaung; 

Bwe/Geba; and Kayah, with Bwe/Geba-Kayah being more different to the other 

Karenic languages. (Figure 11). 
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                                                                                                                    Bwe W 

                                                                              Geba 1  

                                                                          Bwe 

                                                                                                                    Geba L 

                                                                                                                    Geba 2 

                                                                                                                    Geba    

                                                                                    Bwe DW  

                                                                                                                    Bwe DE                 1 

                                                                                                                    Kayah E 

                                                                                                   Kayah W               2                                                        

                                                                                                                    Geker 

                                                                                                                    Padaung                                       

                                                                                                                    Yeinbaw                3 

                                                                                                                    Pa-O S 

                                                                                                                    Pa-O N                 4 

                                                                                                                    Manu  

                                                                                                                    Kayaw                                  

                                                                                                                    Yintale                  5 

                                                                                                                    Pwo D 

                                                                                                                    Pwo T                   6 

                                                                                Sgaw D 

                                                                            Paku 

                                                                                                                     Sgaw                    7 

Figure 11. Karen Language Relationships (Manson  2002) 

1.3.3 Phonological Studies 

Phonological studies have been done on Kayah (Bennett, Bryant, Kauffman, Lar Baa, 

Solnit). Also, Henderson has analysed Blimaw Bwe. But apart from this research no 

studies have been presented for Kayaw, Monumanaw or Yintale
3
.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 A recent MA Thesis on Kayaw phonology (Watchariya Bumrung Kiri. 2003. The phonological Study of Kayaw 

Language. Bangkok; Mahidol University: MA Thesis) come to my attention too late to be included in this 
thesis. It would be interesting to consider this thesis as well, but that will have to wait for a later publication. 
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1.3.3.1 Kayah (Western) 

Bennett (1991) presents the following phonological inventories for Kayah.  

           c¬ sÉ#l?̀Kayah dialect                c¬ rgn#oh?̀Kayah dialect 

   

Lab  

 

Alv  

 

Pal 

 

Vel 

 

Glo 
    

Lab 

 

Alv  

 

Pal 

 

Vel  

 

Glo 

Plo-

sive 

vl o s b j >  Plo-

sive 

vl o s b j >
vl asp oG sG jG  vl asp oG sG jG
vd c c  vd c c

Frica-

tive 

vl r g  Frica-

tive 

vl  ę g
vl asp bg  vl asp rG
vd u  vd u Ċ

Nasal  l m M  Nasal  l m M
Trill   q  Trill   q
Lat  k  Lat  k
Appr vd v  Appr vd v

Table 1. c¬sÉ#l?̀and c¬rgn#oh?̀Kayah dialect consonants (Bennett 1991) 

                      c¬ sÉ#l?̀dialect                                    c¬ rgn#oh?̀ dialect                 

 Front Central Back   Front Central Back 

 qÃ EÃ uÃ   

close h E t  close h
close mid d É n  close mid d ÉE Eu n
mid D ` ¬   D ` ¬

Table 2. c¬sÉ#l?̀and c¬rgn#oh ̀Vowels (Bennett 1991) 

The author agrees with Bennettôs description that /i/ is often realized as the palatal 

approximant [Ċ]. Often the same informant will give you a different pronunciation at 

a different time. Furthermore though they are the same dialect or village, different 

informants will have different pronunciation. And as Bennett said, he has not heard 

the sound [S] in the c¬ sÉ l` dialect. That is because those who are influenced by 

Burmese express the sounds  /r/ or /ę/ as [S]. The author heard the consonant /r/ or 
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/ę/ described by Bennett as /Å/, not as /r/ or /ę/. It is often changed in speakers 

influenced by Burmese. Both Bennett and the author agree on the types and number 

of consonants and clusters although Bennett analyses /i/ and /v/ in clusters as vocalic 

elements rather than consonantal. For example while the author transcribes ónameô 

[lvh] Bennett transcribes it [lth], also for óspearô, the author uses [ai]̀ while 

Bennett uses [ah]̀.  

The reason the author interprets /i/ and /v/ as consonants and not vowels is because 

there are no unambiguous VV sequences. The author agrees with Bennett (1997) 

description that Kayah syllables are always open, without any coda. Vowels may also 

occur with no initial consonant. 

Bryant  et. al. (1993) shows that Kayah has 22 phonemic consonants, 9 vowels and 4 

tones. Each chart can be seen as followings.  
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Plosives vl. Unasp o s j
 vl. Asp oG sG jG
 vd. a c
Fricatives vl S R Å g
 vl Asp rG
 voiced u y á
Affricate vl sR
Nasals vd l m M
Trill   q
Approx.  v i
Lateral  k

Table 3. Kayah Phonemic Consonants (Bryant et. al. 1993) 

 

 



 

 27 

 Front Central Back 

Close h Ó t
Half-Close d É n
Half-Open D ¬
Open `

Table 4. Kayah Vowels (Bryant et. al. 1993) 

CCV h d D ` Ó t n ¬ ÓÉ
jk + + + + + + + + - 

jq + + + + - + + + + 

oq + + + + + + - + - 

ok + + + + + + + + + 

Table 5. Kayah CCV Clusters with Vowels (Bryant et. al  1992) 

CCCV jkijqioqiokijkvjqvoqvokv
d + - - + - - - - 

` + + + + - - - - 

h - - - - + + - - 

n - - - - + + + + 

Table 6. Kayah CCCV Clusters with Plain and Semi-vowels (Bryant et. al. 1992) 

High Mid-

High 

Mid Low 

© ° ´ ¹

Table 7. Kayah Tones (Bryant et. al. 1992) 

Bryant et. al. (1993) analysis of palatalization is slightly different from this authorôs 

data. This may be a result of different sources. Even from the same family, village, 

and dialect, different pronunciations occur. Therefore the rule starting that [R] only 

occurs before [+ high] vowels, and [rG] never does, is not consistent with this 

analysis, but it could be as Bryant analyzed because some speakers do not make clear 

between [R] and [rG]. In this data number (9) [rGh¾kh¾a¬©] ñlightningò and (56) 

[sGid́rGh©oqd©] ñliquorò, the word [rGh] occurs before [+ high] vowels. In this 

analysis, the breathy vowels and non-breathy vowels do not make any difference in 
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meaning, it depends on the tone. When a native speaker consciously speaks two 

words that are the same pronunciation, he/she tries to pronounce them differently but 

when he speaks unconsciously, they are the same. In fact, many words in Kayah have 

breathiness mostly with the high-mid tone. According to my interpretation, the chart 

of the contrast between breathy and non-breathy vowels shown by Bryant et. al. 

(1993:6), some of them are not so determined by breathiness as by context. Some are 

different due to tones rather than breathiness. For example, according to the chart, 

[md©] ñghostò and [md,©] ñbodyò but they should be [mdë°] ñghostò and [md©] ñbodyò. 

Another example is [ot©] ñsquare canò and [ot,©] ñcowò, which should be [ot́] 

ñsquare canò and [ot©]. The author agrees with what he said (1993:9) that in most 

cases [ē] only occurs before [-back] vowels and [M] never does. This agrees with the 

authorôs phonological analysis of the data. The writer of this thesis agrees with the 

tones analyzed because it is the same as the author did in this thesis. This article on 

Kayah phonology is very helpful and useful, though we differ on some analysis.  

Kauffman (1993) shows that Western Kayah has 20 phonemic consonants, 8 plain 

vowels and 3 tones. Each chart can be seen as followings.  
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Plosives vl. Unasp o s b j (>) 

 vl. Asp oG sG bg jG
 vd. a c
Fricatives vl rG g
 vd y
Nasals  l m M
Trill   q
Approximant  v k i

Table 8. Western Kayah Li Phonemic Consonants (Kauffman 1993) 
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 Front Central Back 

Close h Ó t
Half-Close d n
Half-Open D ¬
Open `

Table 9. Western Kayah Vowels (Kauffman 1993) 

High Mid Low 

©> ´ ¾>

Table 10. Western Kayah Li Tones (Kauffman 1993) 

Kauffman  states that Western Kayah has 10 dipthong vowels. The author does not 

agree with these vowels he analyzed, because the author finds only one diphthongs 

/ÓÉ/ in my data. It is very rare to hear diphthong vowels in Karen except in Pwo, 

Padaung, Latha and Yintale. The author agrees with his Eastern and Western Kayah 

consonants and Eastern vowels. The author does not agree with the Western Kayah Li 

vowels and Eastern tones, the Western Kayah vowels are very complicated with 

diphthongs and the Eastern Kayah tones show a great deal of falling with glottal. The 

author does not hear the falling tones. The Western and Eastern phonological 

inventory charts can be seen as followings.  

Eastern Kayah Li 

Kauffman (1993) shows that Eastern Kayah has 19 phonemic consonants, 10 vowels 

and 5 tones. Each chart can be seen as follows.  
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Plosives 

vl. Unasp o s b j
vl. Asp oG sG bg jG
vd. a c

Fricatives vl Asp r g
Nasals  l m M
Trill   q
Approximant  v k i

Table 11. Eastern Kayah Li Phonemic Consonants (Kauffman 1993) 

 Front Central Back 

Close h Ó t
Half-Close d (E) n
Half-Open D É ¬
Open `

Table 12. Eastern Kayah Vowels (Kauffman 1993) 

High 

falling 

High 

level 

Low 

falling  

Low 

level 

Mid 

¤> ©> ô> ¾> ´

Table 13. Eastern Kayah Li Tones (Solnit 1997) 

Lar Baa (2001) states that Kayah has 24 consonants 9 vowels. (See Tables 14 and 

15). He also states that Kayah has the consonant cluster [cÃYqÃv] and four diphthong 

vowels /hd/, /hn/, /h /̀, /ÓÉ/ and /D /̀, but the author does not agree with his analysis, 

the author does not find the cluster [cÃY+ qÃ] in the words he lists as having them 

except for diphthongs /ÓÉ/.  And the author analyzes /hd/ /h /̀ and /hn/ as /id/, /i /̀ 

and /in/, respectively. The way the author hears the diphthong vowel /D /̀ is the same 

as /h /̀. For example, even though the wordlist number 85 and 270 are the same 

pronunciation with numbers 22, 24, 39, 49, 62, 92, 108, 115, 117, 179, 220, 319, 366, 

408, 434, and so on, Lar Baa interpreted 85 and 270 as /D /̀ but the rest of the 
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numbers were interpreted as /h /̀. The numbers 153, 389 and 427 must be /h /̀ but 

they were interpreted as /d /̀ according to his wordlists. He did not express the 

diphthong /d /̀ in the Kayah diphthong vowels though the diphthongs /d /̀ was shown 

in his wordlist. The consonants that he demonstrated are almost the same as the writer 

of this thesis except /s4/ and /rI/ which the author has not observed. He described five 

tones, mid-high, mid, mid-low, high-falling and low falling. The way he heard the 

tones was slightly different from the author because high-falling and low falling tones 

were not seen in my elicitations. The high and mid-high tones have different 

meanings but mid-high and high-falling do not result in different meanings, nor do 

mid-low and low falling tones result in different meanings.  

  lab den alv post alv vel glo 

Plosive fortis vl asp oG s4 sG  jG  

 fortis vl o  s  j > 

 lenis vd a  c    

Affricate fortis vl    sR   

 lenis vl    cR   

Fricative fortis vl   (r) rG rI (w) g 

 lenis vd u  y    

Nasal  l m  M  

Trill    q    

App  v k i   

Table 14. Kayah Consonants (Lar Baa 2001) 

 Front Central Back 

High i  Ó    u 

High mid e É o 

mid D  ¬ 

low  a  

Table 15. Kayah Vowels (Lar Baa 2001) 
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Plosives vl. Unasp o s b j (>) 

 vl. Asp oG sG bg jG
 vd. a c
Fricatives vl g
 vl Asp r (j) 

Nasals  l m M
Trill   q
Vd. Continuant  v k (j)

 Table 16. Eastern Kayah Li Phonemic Consonants (Solnit 1992)  

 Front Central Back 

Close h Ó t
Half-Close d E n
Half-Open D ß ¬
Open `

Table 17. Eastern Kayah Vowels (Solnit 1997) 

High 

falling 

High Low 

falling  

Low 

level 

Mid 

¥> ©> ô> ¾> ´

Table 18. Eastern Kayah Li Tones (Solnit 1997) 

Solnit (1997) studied the Eastern variety of Kayah living in Mae Hong Son Province 

in northwest Thailand. The author agrees with what he mentions about 

complementary distribution in consonant clusters between aspiration and the l-r 

contrast; that is, the aspirated stop is only followed by /r/ and the unaspirated stop is 

only followed by /l/. The author agrees also with the vowels he described. But the 

author disagrees with the tones he presented. To the best of the researcher's 

knowledge of the Eastern Kayah, they do not have glottal constriction occurring only 

with the falling tone. Glottal constriction />/ is observed with the high, mid-low and 

low tones.  
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1.3.3.2 Kayaw 

Henderson (1997) shows that Blimaw Bwe has 27 consonants and 9 vowels as can be 

seen in Table 1 and Table 2. Blimaw Bwe has three tones ï High level, Mid level and 

Low level.  

 

Plosive 

 

 Lab Alv  Palatal Velar Glottal 

Voiced a c i f
Voiceless o s b j
Aspirated oG sG bG jG
Glottalised Ö Ć

Nasal l m
Fricatives S R w g
Semivowels Plain v x z

Glottalised >v >x
Liquids k

q

Table 19. Blimaw Bwe Consonants (Henderson 1997) 

 Front Central Back 

Close h t
Near-Close H T
Close-mid d n
Open-mid D ¬
Open `

Table 20. Blimaw Bwe Vowels (Henderson 1997) 

Consonant clusters include the following: 

o oG a Ö l s sG c Ć m S k R j jG f
v + + + + +  +  + + + + + + + + 

q + + +   +  +   +   + + + 

k + + +           + + + 

Table 21. Blimaw Bwe Consonant Clusters (Headerson 1997) 
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1.4 Purpose of this Thesis 

Previously, since speakers of Kayah, Kayaw, Monumanaw, and Yintale could not 

understand each other (including the researcher's own experience), it was assumed 

that the languages were completely different. No scholarly research had been done 

comparing these particular languages. Since little is known about those languages, the 

researcher's desire is to clarify the language situation. The purpose of this thesis, 

therefore, is to describe and compare four languages of Kayah State (Kayah, Kayaw, 

Monumnaw and Yintale), with regard to (a) lexicon (b) synchronic phonology, and 

(c) phonological correspondences.  

1.5 Methodology 

In the summer of 2002, word lists were transcribed and recorded from the Southeast 

Asia 436 word list for each language. At the time four informants of each language 

were chosen. These four informants were different in two were male and two were 

female and age. After collecting, the word lists different pronunciations came up even 

in the same word, making it very difficult to choose which pronunciation was right. 

Then in the summer of 2003, the writer of this thesis rechecked the data collected the 

previous year.  

This time the author chose only one person, between 35 and 55 years old. The reason 

why the author chose my informants between the age of 35 and 55 years old was that 

they had known their languages for quite a while. Consideration was also given to 

make sure these informants still had enough teeth to speak clearly. The first summer, 

some informants were too young ï and didnôt know their languages well enough and 

some over 60 years old did not have enough air and or teeth to pronounce words 

clearly.  

When collecting word lists, a tape recorder, and notebook were used. Before 

recording the data, each word is asked and the author tried to imitate the word till the 
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speaker agreed. Then the author transcribed it into my data book. The author did that 

for around 20 words, and then recorded those twenty words from the informant. Then 

the author rewound the tape and rechecked it to be sure. The author used this method 

until the wordlist was finished. The writers of this thesis spent at least one week 

during the two periods researching each language (summer 2002 and 2003).  

The author traveled to a Yintale village named Wa Aung in Phasoung Township. No 

road is available to go there travel is by motorboat. It is located in the northeast of 

Phasoung town. Though the author does not know any one in the village, my hostess 

was known for her hospitality. The Yintale data collection went smoothly. The 

Yintale language teacher was a man born in the village. He was about 38 years old, 

and a teacher in his village. He spoke Burmese and Yintale only.  

The Kayah data in this thesis is from the dialect spoken in Kebogyi. He was 51 years 

old. He was born in Keylia (Kebogyi) and grew up in the village but he moved to 

Phruso town a few years ago. According to native residents of the Kebogyi area, the 

Kebogyi dialect is the standard one. It is the dialect used on the radio.  

The method used to collect data was the same used for Yintale. The author spent at 

least one week during two periods researching each language (summer 2002 and 

2003). In 2002, the author chose four informants, a young man 19 years old, a man 38 

years old, a girl 18 years old and a woman 38 years old. The writer of this thesis 

divided the list into four parts and the author recorded around 100 words from each of 

them. The author did all four languages like this. In 2003, my adviser suggested that 

the author should choose only one informant who is between forty and fifty-five years 

old. Therefore the author chose a man 38 years old and rechecked last year data in 

detail.  

The Kayaw word list the author uses in this thesis is from the dialect spoken in 

Supjau, Demawso Township. He was about 40 years old. He was an officer literate in 
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Burmese. In 2002, the author traveled to their place to collect the data but in 2003, the 

author invited him to come to his hometown for elicitation.  

The Monumanaw data in this study is from the dialect spoken in Dolaso, Phruso 

Township. He was 42 years old. He is a supervisor of the immigration office in 

Phruso. He speaks Kayah, Geba and English. His wife was also Monu, and they are 

enthusiastic to speak to their children in Monu though they live in town. Before 

investigating this language, it was considered to be two languages. During the first 

summers the author collected both Monu and Monaw data, but after initial analysis it 

was obvious that these two varieties are very close, and so the author chose Monu as 

the referent variety.  
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CHAPTER 2 

LEXICAL COMPARISON  

2.0 Introduction 

Chapter 1 gave a brief background, overview of each language group, 

communication, previous research, purpose of this thesis and methodology 

used/employed. This next chapter will focus on a lexical comparison of the four 

languages. Lexicostatistic methods were applied to the four languages to give a 

lexical similarity count and to indicate the lexical relationships between the 

languages.    

2.1 Lexicostatistic Analysis 

Bradley (1997) classifies the four languages described this thesis as Central Karenic. 

This chapter studies the relationships of these four languages on the basis of lexical 

divergence. Lexicostatistic methods were applied to Kayah, Kayaw, Monumanaw and 

Yintale. One hundred words were used in this comparison. These words (listed in 

Appendix D) are based on the Swadesh 100 with some substitutions appropriate for 

Southeast Asian languages. These items were compared to determine the degree of 

lexical similarity. As Karenic languages are primarily isolating, only the root syllable 

was considered in this comparison. (See Matisoff 1993 for a discussion of Sino-

Tibetan syllable structure). Furthermore, Solnit (1997), states that in Kayah most 

morphemes are monosyllables, though there are a few polysyllables.  

Languages were compared word by word for similarity. Each initial consonant 

element is compared followed by a comparison of each second consonant and then 

each vowel; morphological markers and non-root syllables were ignored. They were 

assigned to one of three rankings, based on Table 22.  
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For each pair of languages a total was calculated by adding up the number of word-

pairs that passed the limits set beforehand for determining sufficient similarity. These 

limits are shown in Table 23. So, for example, a word-pair with three items being 

compared would need to have at least two rank 1 elements and one rank 2 element to 

be considered lexically similar.  

A similarity percentage was then calculated by dividing the number of apparent 

cognates with the total number of words compared.  

Rank 1 a. Exact matches 

b. Phonetically similar segments in three or more pairs 

c. Vowels that vary by one feature 

d. Diphthongs that differ by one feature 

e. u vs. w, i vs. j 

f. p vs. b, t vs. d, k vs. g, S vs. Å 

g. Segments that are labialized vs. unlabialized 

h. dz vs.z, ts vs. s, sRvs.R, cY vs.Y 

i. A deletion that occurs 3 or more times. 

Rank 2 a. Phonetically similar segments in fewer than three pairs.  

b. Vowels or diphthongs that differ by two or more features 

Rank 3 a. Non phonetically similar segments 

b. A non-regularly occurring deletion 

Ignored a. > vs. N word initial or word final  

b. Reduced syllables >É 

c. Reduplicated syllables 

d. Differences due to syllable-level metathesis  

e. Differences in vowel length 

f. Syllables that do not appear to be part of the word root 

Table 22: Phonetic Similarity Algorithm 

Rank 1(b) and 2(a) relate to the frequency of occurrence of phonetically similar 

segments. 1(b) aims to capture regular sound changes, whereas 2 (a) aims to capture 

irregular sound changes. Rank 1(c) and 2(b) consider that vowels or diphthongs 

differing by one feature have a higher degree of similarity than those differing by two 

or more features.  
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Phones  Rank 1 Rank 2 Rank 3 

1 = 1 0 0 

2 = 2 0 0 

3 = 2 1 0 

4 = 2 1 1 

5 = 3 1 1 

6 = 3 2 1 

7 = 4 2 1 

8 = 4 2 2 

Table 23. The Phone Table for Lexical Similarity (Blair 1990:32) 

Many lexicostatistic comparisons have problems because there is no preset criterion 

used to establish cognate relationships between word pairs. Two different linguists 

often reach different conclusions even though they use the same data. Thus, it is 

important to apply systematic criterion in comparing word pairs. This allows the 

results to be duplicated. 

In the following examples the methodology of determining the ranking correlations 

for each word are shown:  
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No    Gloss    Kayah                           Monu                R. 1    R. 2   R. 3   Lex. Sim. 

1.     Belly     g ¬ oG t0        1         1        No 

                                      Rank 3(a)  

                                       Rank 2(b) 

2.      Moon     k D k `          2        0         0       Yes  

                                             Rank 1(a) 

                                                 Rank 1(b) 

3.      Road      j k i ` j kN D 3        0         0       Yes 

                                         Rank 1(a) 

                                                    Rank 1 (a) 

                                                       Ignore (f) 

                                                         Rank 1 (c) 

Figure 12. Examples of Comparison 

The phone (Table 23) establishes the minimum conditions that pairs of words must 

satisfy in order to be considered lexically similar. In figure 12, the first item, the word 

for Belly, has two phones and has a 0-1-1 composite ranking. When compared to 

table 23, for a word with two phones, the minimum condition for lexical similarity is 

a 2-0-0. Since this pair of words has a fewer ranking than required for a 2 phone 

morpheme the minimum conditions are not met. Therefore this pair of words are not 

lexically similar. 

 The word Moon, has two phones and a 2-0-0 composite ranking. Comparing this 

with Table 23, the minimum condition for lexical similarity satisfies the condition. 

Thus these two words are considered lexically similar. For Road, with four phones, 

one of them is ignored, ñIgnored aò (the third element [i] in Kayah), so it is 

considered to be a word of three phones in length. Looking at Table 23, a word with 
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three phones requires a rank of at least 2-1-0. The word "road" is 3-0-0. Since this 

word pair has more phones in rank 1 than the minimum conditions require, this pair 

of words are considered lexically similar.  

In order to know how closely related the four languages are to each other lexically, 

the percentage of lexical similarity was calculated for pair-wise comparisons of the 

languages. The results of the lexical similarity were arranged into a matrix (Table 24).  

 

Kayah    

81% Yintale   

78% 82% Monumanaw  

74% 74% 78% Kayaw 

Table 24. Matrix of Lexicostatistic Percentages of 

Similarity 

Table 24 shows the lexicostatistic similarity between Kayaw, Monumanaw, Yintale 

and Kayah. The lexical similarity percentages linking Kayah and Kayaw is 74%, 

Kayah and Monumanaw is 78% and Kayah and Yintale is 81%, Kayaw and 

Monumanaw is 78%, and Kayaw and Yintale is 74%, Monumanaw and Yintale is 

82%. Monumanaw and Yintale have higher figures of lexical similarity than other 

languages.  
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2.2 Family-tree Relationship  

Based on the lexical percentages of these languages, a family tree is shown. This tree 

depicts how the lexical relationships between these languages can be visualized.  

                                                                                        Kayaw 

                                                                                        Monumanaw 

                                                                                        Yintale 

                                                                         Kayah 

Figure 13. Family ï tree Depicting Lexical Relationships 

According to Manson (2002:10), Kayah and Yintale are closer to each other than 

Monu, but the authorôs analysis is different from what Mansonôs (2002:18) analysis 

of the phonological similarity phenogram. The results of the author show that there is 

a greater difference between Kayaw and the other three, but that there is a greater 

similarity between Monumanaw and Kayaw. The lexical percentages suggest that 

Yintale and Monumanaw are more closely related to each other than are the others. 

One alternative reason why Yintale and Monumanaw are more closely related to each 

other than the others is that geographically they live very close to each other. 

According to Matisoff (1978), geographically or culturally contiguous languages may 

come to have extremely similar phonological inventories by "diffusion," even though 

they are not genetically related. Kauffman (1993:14) said, "Of all the Central Karen 

languages, Eastern Kayah has the most contact with Thai. Its phonemic inventory has 

several similarities to Thai not found in the other Central Karen languagesé" 

However Yintale and Monumanaw do not share any innovative lexical items that no 

other Karenic language has, which would point to the similarity between them being 

due to genetic inheritance. 
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 In the following figure of the tree diagram with a scale is shown the lexical 

similarity relationships between the four languages. It is the same as the above family 

tree figure, but it is shown with scales for each language in order to be clearer for the 

reader.  

                                              100             95              90               85              80              75              70                                                                              

                         

         

Kayah                           A 

 

Yintale                         B 

 

Monumanaw                C 

 

Kayaw                          D            

                                         

              

                                               100            95              90               85              80              75              70 

 

Figure 14. Central Karenic Languages Tree Based on average link method 
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CHAPTER 3 

SYNCHRONIC PHONOLOGI ES  

Introduction  

This chapter presents the phonological inventories of Kayah, Kayaw, Monumanaw 

and Yintale, including syllable structure, consonant charts and distributions, 

consonant clusters, vowel and diphthong vowels, tone phonemes, tone distributions 

and tone contrasts will be presented for each language in this chapter. 

3.1 Kayah  

3.1.1 Kayah Syllable Structure Types 

There are four syllable types in Kayah namely, CVT, CVVT, CCVT and CCCVT. 

Vocalic elements with no obvious initial consonant are interpreted as having an initial 

glottal, thus having a CVT syllable structure.  

Kayah CVT Syllable Structure  

The syllable structure type of CVT includes a single consonant represented by C, a 

vowel represented by V and a tone represented by T.  

2.  Zl¬©\ ósunô 

29. Zk¬ë°\ óstoneô 

3.  ZkD́\ ómoonô 

18. Zm¾̀\ óyearô 
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Kayah CVVT Syllable Structure  

The syllable structure type of CVVT consists of a consonant, two vowels and a tone.  

173. lÓÉë° ómother 

180. oÓÉë° óyounger brotherô 

114. oGÓÉ́ ómosquitoô 

20. mÓÉ́ ónorthô 

Kayah CCVT Syllable Structure  

The syllable structure type of CCVT consists of a two consonant cluster, a vowel and 

a tone.  

288. Zcid©\ óto giveô 

23. ZsGid\́ ówaterô 

81. ZsGvh¾\ ódogô 

Kayah CCCVT Syllable Structure  

The syllable structure type of CCCVT consists of three consonants in a cluster. It 

consists of a vowel and a tone.  

184. Zjki`©\ óroadô 

159. Zjqvhë°\ óboneô 

389. Zoqi`\́ óto be fastô 

134. Zokidë°\ ógumsô 
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3.1.2 Kayah Consonants 

Kayah has a phonological inventory of 24 consonants, as shown in the following 

table:  

M
a

n
n

e
rs

 o
f 

A
rt

ic
u

la
ti
o

n 

P
o

in
ts

 o
f 

A
rt

ic
u

la
ti
o

n 

B
ila

b
ia

l 

L
a

b
io

d
e

n
ta

l 

In
te

rd
e

n
ta

l 

A
lv

e
o

la
r 

P
o

s
t 

A
lv

e
o

la
r 

R
e

tr
o

fl
e

x
  

P
a

la
ta

l 

V
e

la
r 

G
lo

tt
a

l 

 

Plosives 

vl. Unasp o s j >

vl. Asp oG sG jG
vd. a c

 

Fricatives 

 

vl S R Å B g
vl Asp rG
voiced u y

Affricate vd cY
Nasals vd l m M
Trill   q
approx.  i
Lat. Appro  k

Table 25. Observed Consonants 

3.1.2.1 Kayah Plosives 

The voiceless unaspirated bilabial plosive /o/ occurs with all vowels except the mid 

back unrounded vowel /E.. It only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the 

second or third element in consonant clusters. 

.o.Zsé¾oD́\ 281. óto kickô 

Zo¬¾\ 205. ópotô 

ZjG̀́cÓÉ¾ké¾on¾\ 156. óshinô 

Zoh́ oië̀°\ 117. óbutterflyô 

Zotë° vń\ 111. ótermiteô 

Zo`́oGD©\ 296. óto splitô 

Z>¾̀oé¾qÓ°\ 344. óto be shortô 

ZoÓÉë°\ 180. óyounger siblingsô  
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There are no restrictions on the distribution of the voiceless aspirated bilabial plosive 

/oG. as an initial consonant except the low front unrounded vowel /é/ according to 

this data. It never occurs as the second or third element in consonant clusters. Some 

examples can be seen as follows.  

.oG.ZoGD́\ 172. ófatherô 

ZoG¬́\ 116. óflyô 

ZoGń\ 44. óflowerô 

ZoGÉ jië̀°\ 108. óspiderô 

ZoGt© lD́\ 175. óson-in-lawô 

ZoGÓ¾\ 359. óto be nearô 

ZoGh́\ 55. óopiumô 

ZoG©̀\ 126. óeyelidô 

ZoGÓÉ¾\ 342. óto be shortô 

The voiced bilabial plosive /a/ occurs with all vowels except the central open mid /é. 

and close unrounded back vowel /E.. It only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as 

the second or third element in consonant clusters. 

.a. Zch́ań\ 140. ónavelô 

Za¬©\ 196. óto weaveô 

Zgd©aD¾\ 254. óto speakô 

Zah©sd́\ 403. ówhereô 

Zat́\ 363. ówhiteô 

ZaÓ¾\ 347. óto be fatô 

Zad́\ 210. óplateô 

Za`́\ 354. óto be fullô 

ZaÓÉë°\ 68. ópaddy riceô 

The voiceless aspirated alveolar plosive /sG. occurs with the vowels /d/, /D/, /Ó/, /t/, 

/n/, /¬/ and diphthongs /ÓÉ/, but has not been observed with the vowels /h/, /̀ /, /é/ and 

/E/. This consonant only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second or third 

element in consonant clusters. 
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.sG.ZsGd́\ 74. óbearô 

ZsGt¾\ 93. óbirdô 

ZsG¬́\ 216. ódrumô 

ZsGD́\ 32. ógoldô 

ZsGÓ©\ 290. óto wipeô 

ZsGń\ 247. óto shoutô 

ZsGÓÉ¾\ 368. óto be heavyô 

The voiceless unaspirated alveolar plosive /s/ occurs with the vowels /h/, /d/, /D/, /̀ /, 

/é/, /n/, /¬/ and diphthong /ÓÉ/, but has not been observed with the vowels of /t/, /Ó/ 

and /E/. However the vowels /t/ and /Ó/ do occur with the consonant /s/ in Kayah, 

for example; /st©/ ólook overô and /sÓ́ / óto break (rope or thread). This consonant 

only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second or third element in 

consonant clusters. 

.s. Zsh\ 340. óto be smallô 

ZsD́\ 101. ófishô 

Zsé¾R`́\ 91. óelephantô 

Zsd́\ 405. ówhatô 

Zs`́\ 283. óto fallô 

Zsń\ 400. óto be correctô 

Zs¬¾\ 52. ókapokô 

ZsÓÉë°\ 151. óbuttocksô 

The voiced alveolar plosive /d/ occurs with the vowels /D/, /a/, /é/, /i/, /u/, /Ó/, /o/ and 

/¬/ but not with the vowels of /d/ and /E/ in this data. However, /d/ also occurs with /d/ 

outside of this data, for example; /cd́oGD©/ óto split bamboo with knifeô, and 

/ji`́cd́/ óbe uselessô. This consonant only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as 

the second or third element in consonant clusters. 
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.c.Zch́\ 69. ócooked riceô 

Zct¾\ 339. óto be bigô 

ZcÓ́\ 385. óto be bluntô 

Zc¬́\ 183. óvillageô 

Zc©̀\ 95. ówingô 

Zcń\ 307. óto boilô 

Zcé©\ 361. óthatô 

ZcD́\ 192. ómatô 

ZcÓÉ¾\ 152. ólegô 

The voiceless aspirated velar plosive /jG. occurs with the vowels /D/, /̀ /, /d/, /h/, /t/, 

/Ó/ and /n/ but not with in the vowels /¬/, /é/, /E/ and /ÓÉ. in this data. However, it does 

occur with the vowels /¬/ and /E/, for example; /jG¬¾/ ódamô and /jGÉ/ órelativesô. 

This consonant only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second or third 

element in consonant clusters. 

.jG.ZjGD¾\ 135. óchinô 

ZjG`́\ 238. óto yawnô 

ZjÓ©\ 236. óto coughô 

ZjGn©\ 373. óto be differentô 

ZjGh©\ 370. óto be darkô 

ZjGt¾\ 1. óskyô 

ZjGd©\ 66. ócornô 

The voiceless velar plosive /j. occurs with the vowels /D/, /a/, /é/, /h/, /¬/, /t/, /Ó/ and 

/n/ but not with the vowels of /n/, /d/, /E/ and /ÓÉ/. This consonant only occurs syllable 

initial, it never occurs as the second and third element in consonant clusters. 

.j. Zj¬©\ 213. óashesô 

ZjD́\ 194. óblanketô 

Zjt́\ 36. ócaveô 

Zjh©\ 112. ócockroachô 

Zjé¾\ 149. ófingerô 

ZjÓ©\ 77. ógibbonô 

Zj©̀\ 397. ónakedô 
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The glottal stop />/ occurs with the vowels /D/, /̀ /, /d/, /h/, /¬/, /t/, /Ó/ and /n/ but not 

with the vowels of /é/, /E/ and /ÓÉ/. This consonant only occurs initially, it never 

occurs as the second or third element in consonant clusters. 

.>. Z>h¾\ 167. óexcrementô 

Z>D¾\ 418. óhe/she/it 

Z>¬¾\ 82. óto barkô 

Z>¾̀\ 83. óto biteô 

Z>d¾\ 227. óto eatô 

Z>ń\ 232. óto drinkô 

Z>t́\ 404. ówhoô 

Z>Ó¾\ 11. óshadowô 

3.1.2.2 Kayah Fricatives and Affricates 

The voiced labiodental /u/ becomes a voiced labial-velar approximate [v] in initial 

position before open-mid back rounded vowel /n/. This consonant only occurs 

syllable initial, it never occurs as the second and third element in consonant clusters. 

The labiodental fricative .u. occurs with the vowels of /D/, /¬/, /h/, /Ó/ and /̀ /.  

Rule 1. Weakening: /v/            [w]            $ V [+ back, rounded] 

                                 /v/             [v] /elsewhere 

.u. ZuD¾\ 48. óbambooô 

Zu`́\ 416. óI (1S)ô 

ZuÓ¾\ 353. óbe roundô 

Zu¬́\ 311. óplayô 

Zuh́\ 282. óthrowô 

Zotë°vń\ 111. ótermiteô 

Zvń\    - ócook (sth)ô 

Zvn©\    - óto hideô 

The phoneme of the voiceless dental fricative /S/ occurs only in syllable initial 

position. This consonant is pronounced in different ways by different informants. 

Some pronounce it as /Å/ but some pronounce it as /S/. It depends on the social 

standard. Most people who are familiar or speak only Kayah pronounce it as /Å/, but 
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people who are educated in Burmese pronounce it as /S/. The literate people who 

speak Kayah at the beginning of their lives for more than ten years mostly pronounce 

it as /Å/ but when he/she is asked to pronounce articulately, the pronunciation is 

changed to /S/. The voiceless dental fricative /S/ occurs with the vowels /D/, /¬/, /h/, 

/t/ and /ÓÉ/ in this data.  

.S. ZSD©\ 239. óto breatheô 

ZS¬́\ 378. órottenô 

ZSh́\ 420. óyou (2P)ô 

ZSt©\ 162. ófatô 

ZSÓÉ¾\ 143. óliverô 

The consonant /rG/ associates with all vowels except the vowel close unrounded back 

vowel /E/. It occurs only in the syllable initial position, never occurs as the second 

and third element in consonant clusters.  

.rG.ZrG¬́\ 391. óto be strongô 

ZrGÓ¾\ 136. óbeardô 

ZrGD¾\ 4. óstarô 

ZrGn\ 35. ómountainô 

ZrGhë°\ 56. óliquorô 

ZrGé́\ 208. ópestleô 

ZrG©̀\ 305. óto poundô 

ZrGd́\ 259. óto be afraidô 

ZrGt¾\ 41. óthornô 

ZrGÓÉ¾\ 124. óeyebrownô 

The consonant /z/ only occurs in the syllable initial position but it never occurs as the 

second and third element in consonant clusters. It occurs with the vowels of /D/, /E., 

/ /̀, /h/, /¬/, /t/, /Ó/, /n.and /ÓÉ/ but not observed with the vowels of /d/ and /é/.   
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.y. Zy¬́\ 76. ómonkeyô 

Zy¾̀\ 413. ówater leechô 

ZyÓ©\ 228. óto swallowô 

Zyn¾\ 97. óshadowô 

ZyDë°\ 105. ócrocodileô 

Zyt́\ 435. óeasyô 

ZyÉ\ 284. óto swimô 

ZyÓÉë°\ 80. óratô 

The phoneme /R/ only occurs in the syllable initial position but it never occurs as the 

second and third element in consonant clusters. It occurs with the vowels / /̀, /h/, /d/ 

and /n/ 

/R/ [Rd́] 99. óchickenô 

[R¾̀] 279. óto pushô 

[Rn¾] 391. óto be strongô 

[Rh©] 114. ómosquitoô 

The phoneme .Å.only occurs in the syllable initial position. It cannot be found in 

the second and third consonant clusters. It occurs with the vowels of /D/, /̀ /, /¬/, /Ó/ 

and /t/. Outside this data .Å. also occurs with the vowels /d/, /h/ and /n/ For example; 

/Åh©Åd©/ ña kind of wormò, /Ån¾/ ñjuteò, and /Åh©/ ñharpoonò. 

.Å. ZÅÓ¾\ 79. óporcupineô 

ZÅD¾\ 71. ósaltô 

ZÅt©\ 63. ópeanutô 

ZÅ©̀\ 100. óduckô 

ZÅ¬¾\ 185. óboatô 

The phoneme voiceless glottal fricative /h/ has an allophone with the voiceless velar 

fricative [w]. The voiceless velar fricative [w] only occurs before unrounded back 

vowel /Ó/, but /g/ occurs elsewhere. The voiceless velar fricative Zw\only occurs in 

the initial position. The phoneme consonant /g/ occurs with the vowels of /n/, /¬/, /h/ 

and /d/. Outside this data /g/ also occurs with the vowels of /E/, /̀ /, /t/ and /D/. For 

example: /gE©. ñto read or to singò, /g`́/ ñto be braveò, /gt©/ ñto throw pellets on a 

catapultò, and /gD¾/ ñto lamentò.  



 

 53 

Rule 2. Velarization: /g/           [w] /             /Ó.

                                  /g/            [g] /elsewhere

.g.Zk¾̀gń\ 249. óto lie or fibô 

Zg¬©\ 139. óbellyô 

Zgh¾\ 186. óhouseô 

Zgd¾jGt¾\ 26. óearthô 

ZwÓ́\ 70. ópounded riceô 

The voiceless palatal fricative .B.only occurs in the syllable initial position. There 

are only two vowels /̀/ and /d/ occurring with the consonant .B.-  

.B. ZB`́\ 276. óto comeô 

ZBd¾cY¾̀\ 195. óclothingô 

The voiced palatal fricative [á\ has an allophone with the phoneme voiceless palatal 

approximate /i/. The voiced palatal fricative [á\only occurs in the initial position but 

it never occurs as the second and third element in consonant clusters. Only two 

vowels are associated with the voiced palatal fricative [á\-

Rule 3. Palatalization: /i/           [á] /             $ V [+ back, rounded]

                                    /i/            [i] /elsewhere

Zá\ Zát¾\ 411. ópangolinô 

Zá¬ë°\ 431. ódisgustingô 

Zid¾\ 358. óto be farô 

Zui©̀\ 115. óbeeô 

ZsGin©\ 355. óright sideô 

The voiced palatal affricate .cY.only occurs in the syllable initial position but it 

never occurs as the second and third element in consonant clusters. This consonant 

occurs with all vowels in Kayah except the diphthongs /ÓÉ/.    
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.cY.ZcY¾̀\ 195. óclothingô 

ZcY¬́\ 289. óto tieô 

ZcYh́\ 297. óto cut (hair)ô 

ZcYÓ¾\ 7. órainô 

ZcYn¾\ 381. óto be wetô 

ZcYE©\ 274. óto walkô 

ZcYtë°\ 433. ócoolô 

ZcYd¾\ 204. ópaperô 

ZgD́cYDë°\ 392. óto be weakô 

ZcYé́\ 384. óto be sharpô 

3.1.2.3 Kayah Nasals 

The bilabial nasal /m/ occurs with the all vowels /D/, /̀ /, /d/, /h/, /¬/, /t/, /ÓÉ/ and /n/, 

but never with the vowels /é/ and /E/. This consonant only occurs syllable initial, it 

never occurs as the second or third element in consonant clusters. 

.l.Zln¾\ 217. ógongô 

ZlÓ́\ 295. óto hitô 

Zld́\ 177. ówifeô 

Zlh¾\ 212. ófireô 

Zl¬ë°\ 2. ósunô 

Zl`́\ 154. ókneeô 

ZlD́\ 175. óson-in-lawô 

ZlÓÉë°\ 173. ómotherô 

The alveolar nasal /m/ occurs with the vowels /D/, /̀ /, /d/, /h/, /¬/, /t/, /ÓÉ/ and /Ó/ 

except the vowels /é/, /n/ and /E/. The vowel /n/ occurs with alveolar nasal [m] but this 

data does not support it, for example; /mn©/ ólakeô and /mE©/ óto command a dog to 

chase a wild animalô. This consonant only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as 

the second or third element in consonant clusters. 
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.m. ZmD¾\ 417. óthou (2S)ô 

Zm¾̀\ 18. óyearô 

Zm¬́\ 149. ófingerô 

Zln¾mhë°\ 255. óto loveô 

ZmÓ́\ 228. óto swallowô 

Zmt¾\ 16. óyesterdayô 

Zmd¾\ 251. óto thinkô 

ZmÓÉ́\ 277. óto enterô 

The voiced velar nasal ZM\ occurs in complementary distribution with a voiced 

palatal nasal [ē]. This consonant only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the 

second or third element in consonant clusters. Outside of this data, there are a few of 

exception, for example; /M¾̀/ óto turn neckô. The word /ḕ .́ ñto sitò occurs in this 

data, however the vowel /̀/ is not back vowel, but central open vowel. 

Rule 4. Fronting: /M/            [ē] /           V [- back] 

                                             [M] /elsewhere  

.M. ZM¬¾cYE©\ 275. óto crawlô 

ZMÓë°\ 226. óto weepô 

Zēd́\ 244. óto laughô 

Zḕ \́ 271. óto sitô 

3.1.2.4 Kayah Approximants 

The voiced labial-velar approximate [v] only occurs before open-mid back rounded 

vowel /n/ in the initial position but it occurs elsewhere in the clusters of the second 

and third element positions. This consonant occurs as initial, second and third in 

consonant clusters. The voiced labial-velar approximate is only distributed with the 

vowel /n/ in the initial position, but it occurs elsewhere in the second and third 

element position.  

Rule 5. Weakening: /v/            [w]            $ V [+ back, rounded] 

                                 /v/             [v] /elsewhere 
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Zv\ ZSvh¾\ 164. óbloodô 

Zotë°vń\ 111. ótermiteô 

ZuD¾\ 48. óbambooô 

Zu`́\ 416. óI (1S)ô 

ZuÓ¾\ 353. óto be roundô 

Zu¬́\ 311. óto playô 

Zuh́\ 282. óto throwô 

The phoneme voiceless palatal approximate /i/ has an allophone with the voiced 

palatal fricative .á.-The phoneme voiceless palatal approximate .i.occurs with the 

open-mid and open front vowels while the voiceless palatal fricative [á] occurs with 

the rounded back vowels. The consonant /i/ occurs in the initial and second position 

in consonant clusters. It is rare to be seen occurring in the initial position. Mostly it 

occurs in consonant clusters. In this data, there are only two words in which it occurs 

in the initial position but they occur with the same vowel and with a tone that give the 

words different meanings. Only three vowels occur with the consonant .i.-  

Rule 6. Palatalization: /i/             Zá\.            V [+  back rounded vowel] 

                                    /i/              Zi\.elsewhere 

.i. Zid¾\ 358. óto be farô 

Zui©̀\ 115. óbeeô 

ZsGin©\ 355. óright sideô 

Zát¾\ 411. ópangolinô 

Zá¬ë°\ 431. ódisgustingô 

The voiced alveolar lateral approximate .k.occurs in the initial and second position 

in consonant clusters. All vowels occur with this consonant .k.-
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.k.Zk¬ë°\ 29. óstoneô 

Zkh¾\ 364. óredô 

ZkD́\ 3. ómoonô 

Zkn¾\ 285. óto floatô 

Zk¾̀\ 249. óto lie or fibô 

Zkd́\ 312. óto danceô 

Zkt́\ 304. óto dryô 

ZkÓ¾\ 314. óto huntô 

ZkÉ\ 343. óto be tallô 

Zké¾on¾\ 156. óshinô 

ZkÓÉë°\ 302. óto buryô 

The voiced alveolar trill .q.occurs with nearly all vowels except two plain vowels, 

/é/, /E/ and diphthongs /ÓÉ/. It mostly occurs as the second element.  

.q. Zqh©\ 51. ócane/rattan 

ZoqD¾\ 169. ómanô 

Zjq¬ë°\ 75. ódeerô 

Zqń\ 250. óto singô 

Zoqd°\ 56. óliquorô 

ZqÓ́\ 33. ósilverô 

Zqtë°\ 102. ósnakeô 

Zjq`́\ 380. óto be dryô 

3.1.3 Kayah Consonant Clusters 

All consonants occur in the syllable initial position. There are five consonants 

occurring in the second element. Only two consonants occur in the third element.  

Second 

consonants 
i+ k+ q+ v

Third 

consonants 
i+ v

Table 26. Initial, second and third cluster consonants chart 
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3.1.3.1 Kayah Observed Consonant Clusters 

The CCV Consonants Clusters With /v/ in Kayah 

There are nine consonants, which occur with /v/.  

Cluster 

consonants 

Wordlist 

Number 

Words  Gloss 

ov 94. sGt¾ ovh¾ óbirdôs nestô 

av 291. avn© okh́ óto rub, scrubô 

sGv 81. sGvh¾ ódogô 

cYv 280. cYvh¾ óto pullô 

Sv 164. Svh¾ óbloodô 

Åv 414. Åvn© óland leechô 

lv 182. lvh́ ónameô 

qv 42. S¬¾ qvh© órootô 

kv 325. ÅD© kvh́ ófour personô 

The CCV Consonants Clusters With /q/ in Kayah 

There are only two kinds of CCV consonants cluster with /q/.  

Cluster 

Consonants 

Wordlist 

Number 

Words gloss 

oq 393 ÅD©oqë̀° óto be tiredô 

jq 415 y`́jqń óearthwormô 

The CCV Consonants Clusters With /k/ in Kayah 

Only two CCV consonant clusters with /k/ are found in this data.  

Cluster 

Consonants 

Wordlist 

Number 

Words  gloss 

ok 291. avn© okh́ óto rub, scrubô 

jk 228. yÓ©jkt́mÓ́ óto swallowô 

The CCV Consonants Clusters With /i/ in Kayah 

There are twelve CCV consonant clusters with /i/. Some researchers consider it a 

vowel used instead of the palatal approximate /i/, because it is also a semivowel. But 
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the author prefers using it as a consonant; it is heard stronger as consonant /i/ than as 

vowel /h/. This language also is richer in clusters than diphthong vowels. The author 

feels that it is slightly different to pronounce this phoneme as /i/ than as /h/. So 

choosing it as a cluster is clearer than choosing it as a vowel.  

Cluster 

consonants 

Wordlist 

Number 

Words  gloss 

oi 117. oh́oië̀° óbutterflyô 

ai 366. >¾̀ai`́ óyellowô 

ji 108. oGÉjië̀° óspiderô 

jGi 133 jt¾jGid́ ótoothô 

sGi 23 sid́ ówaterô 

ci 98. cid¾ óeggô 

>i 360. cé©>id́ óthisô 

Åi 223. mÓ¾Åi`́aD¾ óto smellô 

qi 310. >d¾qi¾̀ óto workô 

ki 24 ki`́lÓÉë° óriverô 

li 263. >n¾lih́li©̀ óto dreamô 

ui 179a ui©̀oqD¾jgt́ óelder brotherô 

The CCCV Consonant Clusters With /i/ in Kayah 

There are four kinds of the CCCV consonant clusters with /i/. They are voiceless 

bilabial and velar fricatives with the second consonant /k/ and /q/.  

Cluster 

Consonants 

Wordlist 

Number 

Words  gloss 

jki 218 jkid¾ óbow, crossbowô 

oki 134 jt¾jGid́okidë° ógumsô 

oqi 389 >¾̀oqi`́ óto be fastô 

jqi 348 >¾̀jqi`́ óto be skinnyô 
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The CCCV Consonant Clusters With [v] in Kayah 

There are three CCCV consonant clusters with [v].  

Cluster 

Consonants 

Wordlist 

Number 

Words  gloss 

jkv 410 aÓÉë°jkvh́ órice seedlingô 

jqv 159 jqvhë° óboneô 

okv 203 sé¾okvn° óring (finger)ô 

3.1.3.2 Kayah Description and distribution 

The restriction of the co-occurrences with second consonants 

The numbers represent the words that co-occur after the second element in the 

wordlist. 

Initial Consonants 

S
e

c
o

n
d
 

C
o

n
s
o

n
a

n
ts
 o oG a s sG c j jG > l ē M

i 117 39 49 - 56 98 62 199 360 92 - - 

k 155 - - - - - 37 - - - - - 

q 144 - - - - - 50 - - - - - 

v 94 - 291 - 31 - - - - - - - 

 

Initial Consonants 

S
e

c
o

n
d
 

C
o

n
s
o

n
a

n
ts
 S rG y R cY Å B á g i k v q

i 315 - - - - 202 - - - - 60 - 398 

k - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

q - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

v 164 - - - 280 240 - - - - 57 - 42 

Table 27. Restriction Chart 
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The restriction of the co-occurrence with the consonant clusters /jk/, 

/jq/, /ok/ and /oq/ in Kayah 

 While the consonant /w/ only co-occurs with /jk/ and /jq/, the consonant /i/ co-

occurs with /jk/, /jq/, /ok/ and /oq/. The following chart shows where they co-occur.  

Initial Consonants 

The 

third 

element 

jk jq ok oq

i 53 348 134 389 

v 410 159 - - 

Table 28. The  Consonant Clusters of /jk+jq+ok+oq/ 

Kayah Consonant Distributions 

There is no data to support any word-close syllable occurrences. All consonants occur 

in the initial position except voiced labal-velar approximate /v/.  

First Consonants 

 o oG a s sG c j jG > l m ē M u
$--------- 219 419 196 101 201 69 395 119 82 233 417 244 226 48 

  ------- V 140 306 245 283 34 95 426 376 435 170 255 268 273 311 

-------- $ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

First Consonants 

 S rG y R cY Å B á w g i k v q
$ -------- 239 4 76 279 297 110 276 411 70 186 - 3 - 102 

$ ----- V 421 96 435 375 423 71 67 390 - 249 161 364 111 250 

-------- $ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Table 29. Consonant Distribution Chart 
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Kayah Consonant Contrasts 

Minimal 

Pair 

No Suspect Pair Gloss No Suspect Pair Gloss 

.o..oG.27. o¾̀>©̀ ómudô 40. S¬¾oG©̀ óthree barkô 

.o..a.196. a¬© óto weaveô 205. ch́o¬¾ ópotô 

.a..l.196. a¬© óto weaveô 2. l¬ë° ósunô 

.a..v.215. ań ócandleô 111. ot©vń ótermiteô 

.l..v.217. ln¾ ógongô 111. otë°vń ótermiteô 

.s..sG.405. ld¾sd́ ówhatô 74. sGd́ óbearô 

.s..c.322. sé¾oqD¾ óone personô 360. cé©>id́ óthisô 

.c..m.183. c¬́ óvillageô 149 jé¾m¬́ ófingerô 

.c..S.183. c¬́ óvillageô 38. S¬¾ óTreeô 

.c..cY.69. ch́ ócooked riceô 297. cYh́ óto cutô 

.j..jG.194. gh©jD́ óblanketô 135. jGD¾ óchinô 

.j..M.202. j¬©Åid¾ ócombô 275. otë°M¬¾cYE© óto crawlô 

.l..m.2. l¬ë° ósunô 89. m¬¾ óhornô 

.m..M.89. m¬¾ óhornô 275. otë°M¬¾cYE© óto crawlô 

.l..M.2. l¬ë° ósunô 275. otë°M¬¾cYE© óto crawlô 

.g..j.230. j¬©g¬© óto be fullô 230. j¬©g¬© óto be fullô 

.j..B.426. s¾̀j¾̀ óto bendô 276. B`́ óto comeô 

.g..B.26. gd¾jGt¾ óearthô 195. Bd¾cY¾̀ óclothingô 

.B..i.358. >¾̀id¾ óto be farô 195. Bd¾cY¾̀ óclothingô 

.i..v.outside in¾ óto reduceô 111. ot©vń ótermiteô 

.q..k.51. qh© ócane/rattanô 364. kh¾ óredô 

.k..m.364. kh¾ óredô 255. ln¾mhë° óloveô 

.cY..i.355. cY¬©sGin© óright sideô 390. á¬ë° ódisgustingô 

.v..a.416. u`́ óI (1S)ô 354. a`́ óto be fullô 

.y..á. 435. >¾̀yt́ óeasyô 411. át¾ ópangolinô 

.g..>.70. wÓ́ ópounded riceô 11. yn¾>Ó¾ óshadowô 

.>..jG.130. jG`́>t¾ ómouthô 26. gd¾jGt¾ óearthô 

.>..i.227. >d¾ óto eatô 358. >¾̀id¾ óto be farô 

Table 30. Consonant Contrasts Chart 
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3.1.4 Kayah Vowels 

There are ten clear vowels in this data. There is only one diphthong. The central 

open-mid vowel /é/ is too rare to find it occurring with all consonants.  

3.1.4.1 Kayah Observed Vowel Chart 

 F
ro

n
t 

u
n
ro

u
n
d

e
d

 

C
e

n
tr

a
l 

u
n
ro

u
n
d

e
d
 

B
a

c
k
 

u
n
ro

u
n
d

e
d
 

B
a

c
k
 

ro
u

n
d

e
d
 

Close h Ó t
Close-mid d E n
Open-mid D ¬
Open-mid é
Open `

Table 31. Observed Vowel Chart 

There are ten vowels in Kayah. There is only one diphthong /ÓÉ/ occurring in this 

data.  

3.1.4.2 Kayah Phonemic description 

The following chart shows the vowels that occur accompanied with phonemic 

consonants.  
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Table 32. Vowel Distribution Chart in Kayah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C
o

n
s
o

n
a

n
ts

 Vowels 

i e E a é Ó u E o ¬ 

oG 55 - 213 126 - 359 175 108 65 - 

o 309 404 419 27 344 - 86 - 156 6 

a 403 210 223 204 - 347 363 - 140 9 

sG - 74 201 - - 290 319 - 247 34 

s 340 405 101 286 105 - - - 400 52 

c 69 - 396 95 19 385 339 - 307 183 

jG 12 66 136 152 157 236 138 - 181 - 

j 337 7 194 426 149 - 422 124 - 213 

> 167 227 418 83 - 11 404 - 232 82 

l 212 315 54 30 - 295 367 - 217 2 

m 222 251 417 18 - 223 16 - - 89 

q 367 56 169 304 - 33 102 - 250 160 

M - 244 - 246 - 226 - - - 275 

S 420 67 45 - - - 162 - - 43 

rG 56 259 4 305 208 292 41 - 35 395 

y - - 332 413 - 228 435 248 11 76 

R 114 99 - 275 - - - - 391 - 

cY 297 204 392 - 384 286 433 274 381 289 

Å - - 266 165 - 327 63 - - 185 

B - 195 - 276 - - - - - - 

g 186 248 392 - - 70 - - 249 139 

i 8 161 - 366 - - 411 - 355 390 

k 14 192 3 249 - 270 372 343 285 29 

v 241 - 176 416 - 353 - - 111 311 



 

 65 

3.1.4.3 Kayah Revised Inventory 

All vowels are in contrast by showing the following examples. 

M
in

im
a

l 

P
a

ir
 

N
u

m
b
e

r 

(w
o

rd
 l
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t)
 

S
u
s
p

e
c
t 

P
a

ir 

M
e
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n
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g
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E
n

g
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h
 

N
u

m
b
e

r 

(w
o

rd
 l
is

t)
 

S
u
s
p

e
c
t 

P
a

ir 

M
e

a
n

in
g

 i
n

 

E
n

g
lis

h
 

.h. .d.167. >h¾ óexcrementô 227. >d¾ óto eatô 

.h. .D.167. >h¾ óexcrementô 418. >D¾ óhe/she(3S)ô 

.d. .D.227. >d¾ óto eatô 418. >D¾ óhe/she(3S)ô 

.h. .D.167. >h¾ óexcrementô 418. >D¾ óhe/she(3S)ô 

.`. .D.83. >¾̀ óto biteô 418. >D¾ óhe/she(3S)ô 

.`. .`ë. 351. >¾̀y`́ óto be deepô 379. >¾̀yë̀° óto be swellô 

.`. .é. 397. j©̀ ónakedô 149. jé¾ ófingerô 

.D. .é. 194. gh©jD́ óblanketô 395. jé¾>¬́ óto be deafô 

.d. .é. 405. ld¾sd́ ówhatô 251.  sé¾md¾ óto thinkô 

.h. .Ó. 212. lh¾ ófireô 295. lÓ́ óto hitô 

.Ó. .t. 246. cÓ¾ḕ´ óto tellô 339. >¾̀ct¾ óto be bigô 

.E. .t. 108. oGÉji©̀ óspiderô 175. oGt©lD́ óson-in-lawô 

.E. .n. 108. oGÉji©̀ óspiderô 44. sD¾oGń óflowerô 

.n. .¬. 217. ln¾ ógongô 2. l¬ë° ósunô 

.t. .n.130. jG`́>t¾ ómouthô 232.  >ń óto drinkô 

.E. .¬. 274. cYE©jki©̀ óto walkô 289.  cY¬́ óto tieô 

.E. .é. 124.  l`́jÉrGÓ¾ óeyebrowô 149 jé¾m¬́ ófingerô 

.é. .Ó. 360. cé©>id́ óthisô 385. >¾̀cÓ́ óto be bluntô 

.Ó. .ÓÉ. 295. lÓ́ óto hitô 173. lÓÉë° ómotherô 

.é. .ÓÉ. 360. cé©>id́ óthisô 345. cÓÉ́ óto be thickô 

.E. .d. 343. sGi¾̀kÉ óto be tallô 192. kd©cD́ ómatô 

.`..¬. 83. >¾̀ óto biteô 82 >¬¾ To bark

Table 33. Vocalic Contrast Chart 

3.1.5 Kayah Tones 

According to this data, there are four contrastive tones in Kayah. Each tone is referred 

to by demonstrating diacritics. They are high /©/, high-mid /°/, mid /́ / and low /¾/. 

According to Bryant (1992) there are four tones, which are low (1), mid (3), high-mid 

(no marking) and high (5). According to this data, the high-mid tone is very often 
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confused with breathy vowels. Actually, whenever the speaker pronounces the high-

mid tone, it can be heard as a breathy vowel. The author at first did not mark breathy 

vowels because high-mid tone is clearly heard. The author thought that because of the 

high-mid tone the breathy vowel could be heard especially when the diphthongs /ÓÉ/ 

occur with the high-mid tone. To be clear, from that time the author determined to 

mark both the high-mid tone and the breathy vowel. The shape of the tones will be 

seen in the following chart. 

 High High-mid Mid Low 

Shape © ° ´ ¾
l©̀ ldë° ld́ ld¾

 (30) (424) (177) (428) 

Table 34. Tonal Phoneme Chart 

3.1.5.1 Kayah Description and distribution 
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.©. .°. 30. Zk¬ë°s¾̀\ l©̀ ósandô 424. Z>n¾\ ldë° ódisappearô 

.°. .́. 424. Z>n¾\ ldë° ódisappearô 177. ld́ ówifeô 

.́. .¾. 177. ld́ ówifeô 428. ld¾ óto doô 

.°. .¾. 424. Z>n¾\ ldë° ódisappearô 428. ld¾ óto doô 

Table 35. Tone Contrast Chart 

Kayah Distribution of tones in a three syllable word 

The following chart shows that three syllable words and their tones are contrast in 

their own. There are some restrictions among them. The following chart will make 

clear. 
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No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 © © ¾   © ¾ ´  

320 cid jGn jDóto payô 179. ui òqDjGt óelder brotherô 

 © © ´   © ´ ¾  

243. cYd SDēd óto smileô 60.  l¬ ki` SDóJackfruitô 

 © ° ´   © ° ¾
20. cé aDëmwÓ ónorthô 22. cé aD ki ó̀southô 

 © ´ ©   © ¾ ©  

63. j¬ ah St ópea nutô 262 SD oq` jq¬ óto snoreô 

 © ´ ´   © ¾ ¾  

402 ah jGD sdówhen (future)ô 179c ui` oqD l¬óolder sisterô 

 

No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 ° ° ´   °¾ °  

87. otëmÓësGid óMilkô 30. k¬ësé l` ósandô 

 ° ° ¾   ° ¾ ´  

16. oë̀gdëmt óyesterdayô 179ab owÓ oqDjGtóyounger brotherô 

 ° ´ ´   ° ¾ ¾  

13. l¬ërGD jkDódayô 179cd owÓ oqD l¬ óyounger sisterô 

 

No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 ´ © ´   ´ © ©  

396. l` sGD cDóbaldô 181. jGn a¬Åvn ófriendô 

 ´ © °   ´ ° °  

109. oGE ji` cY¬ óspider webô 56. sGidrGhoqd óliquorô 

 ´ © ¾   ´ ¾ ¾  

57. ch jkvh SDóbananaô 270. kÓsé oqi` óGhostô 

 ´ ´ ¾    

124. l` jE rGwÓ óeyebrowô   
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No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 ¾ ¾ ¾   ¾ ´ ©
314 kÓ sD lh óto huntô 188 j` c` oGt ówindowô 

 ¾ ¾ ´   ¾ © ¾
148. sé jGt jt ópalmô 59. sé jGi` SDóMangoô 

 ¾ ¾ °   ¾ ° ´
367b >` qh cY` óto be dirtyô 422. gh c¬ jt ósleeping areaô 

 ¾ ¾ ©   ¾ ° °  

340. >` oh sh óto be smallô 367a >` ltëli` óto be dirtyô 

 ¾ ´ ¾   ¾ © ´  

223. mÓÅi` aD óto smellô 294. >hkwÓ sGid óto batheô 

 ¾ ´ °   ¾ ´ ´
263. >n lih li`ë óto dreamô 284. >h yE sGid óto swimô 

Table 36. The Distribution of Three Tones Chart 

Kayah has four contrastive tones. With three syllable words this means that there are 

sixty-four possible patterns. Out of these sixty-four patterns, only thirty-five have 

been seen in three syllable words in Kayah. There are twenty-nine omissions. 

Generally, the high tone does not occur before any combination of high and high-mid. 

An initial high-mid tone does not occur before a high tone ( i.e. the sequence HM-H-

X is not possible). Nor is it observed with the mid tone (i.e. HM-M-X), except in the 

sequence HM-M-M.  

An intial mid tone does not occur with a HM followed by either M or L. High tone 

general does not occur before another mid tone (except in the sequence M-M-L). And 

it does not occur with a sequence of L with a H or HM.  

Low tone has been observed with all possible sequences except the L-M-H.  
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3.1.5.2 Kayah Initial consonant tone Correlation  

The initial consonants and tones correlation can be shown in the following charts.  

C
o

n
s
o

n
a

n
ts 

 

Tones  

C
o

n
s
o

n
a

n
ts Tones 

© ° ´ ¾ © ° ´ ¾

oG 174 - 39 213  M - 226 244 275 

o 296 86 52 179  S 162 243 420 38 

a 388 433 215 150  rG 300 56 374 136 

sG 123 34 216 93  y 228 105 76 413 

s 340 151 400 383  R 128 - 99 279 

c 191 425 385 339  cY 355 433 399 195 

jG 59 262 185 135  Å 323 393 368 79 

j 213 7 194 433  B 67 - 276 195 

> 27 6 232 167  g 139 16 249 186 

l 61 2 154 217  i 258 263 269 161 

m 128 88 149 417  k 192 29 3 364 

q 51 75 33 211  v 84 203 111 107 

Table 37. Tones and Consonants Co-relationship in Kayah 

According to this data, the high-mid tone does not occur with the voiceless bilabial 

aspirated /oG/. The high tone does not occur with the velar nasal /M/.  

3.1.5.3 Kayah Tone pattern based on the Luce/Haudricourt analysis 

The following chart shows Luceôs tone patterns aligned in Haudricourtôs 3x3 chart. 

 *A  *B  *D 

*Aspirated III  VI  

V 

VIII  

 *Voiceless II  

*Voiced I IV VII  

According to the chart that Solnit and Bennett used the aspirated and voiceless rows 

are merged. The following chart shows Bennett (1992) and Solnit (1991) analyzed 

Kayah by using the wordlist for initial tone category analysis which are classified in 

eight groups, see appendix B.  
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Western Kayah (Bennett 1992, Solnit 1991) 

 A B D 

*Non-voiced 33 11 55 

*Voiced 1ë1ë 4ë5ë 3ë3ë 

The writer of this thesis analysed the tone patterns using the 3x2 grid as Bennett and 

Solnit did. This present work suggests the following tone patterns:  

Kayah 

 A B D 

*Non-voiced 33 11 55 

*Voiced 11 4ë4ë 33 

A comparison between the two results shows that the voiced row is different from 

what they did. Only the voiced row and column (B) have a breathy tone but the result 

is (4ë4ë) that is different from what Bennett and Solnit got the result (4ë5ë). The column 

A and D are the same result but the breathy vowel with tone is lost in this data. The 

difference between Bennett and this work implies a lost of breathy phonation. This 

would be an area for further research.  

3.2 Kayaw  

3.2.1 Kayaw Syllable Structure Types 

There are two syllable types in Kayaw. They are CVT and CCVT. There are many 

words with glottal stop in the initial position.  

Kayaw CVT Syllable Structure  

The syllable structure type of CVT includes a single consonant represented by C, a 

vowel represented by V and a tone represented by T.  

225. ZsGD©\ óto winkô 

215. ZsD°\ ócandleô 

402b ZsD́\ ówhenô 

337. ZsD¾\ óto be fewô 
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Kayaw CCVT Syllable Structure  

The syllable structure type of CCVT consists of a two consonant clusters, a vowel and 

a tone.  

295. ZoGkd©\ óto hitô 

234. Zoqn°\ óto vomitô 

346. ZoqÓ́\ óto be thinô 

193. Zjqt¾\ ópillowô 

3.2.2 Kayaw Consonants  

Synchronically, the phonological inventory has 22 consonants. The chart below 

shows this.  
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Plosives 

vl. Unasp o s j >
vl. Asp oG sG jG
vd. a c f

 

Fricatives 

vl S R g
vl Asp rG
vd á

Affricate vd cY
Nasals vd l m
Trill   q
approx.  v i
Lat. Appr  k

Table 38. Kayaw Consonant Chart 

3.2.2.1 Kayaw Plosives 

The voiceless unaspirated bilabial plosive /oG/ occurs with all vowels except /é/ and 

[E]. It only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant 

clusters. 
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.oG.ZoG¾̀\ (213) óashesô 

ZoGÓ©\ (139) óbellyô 

ZoGd́\ (163) óskinô 

ZoG¬©\ (306) óto cookô 

ZoGn©\ (44) óflowerô 

ZoGt́\ (174) óchildô 

ZoGE¾\ (342) óshortô 

ZoGh́\ (423) óto takeô 

There is no distribution restriction for the initial consonant of the voiceless bilabial 

plosive /o/, other than the central open-mid vowel /é/. It only occurs syllable initial 

and never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters.  

.o.Zot¾\ (86) ócowô 

ZoÉ\ (205) ópotô 

Zo`́\ (281) ókickô 

Zoh¾\ (268) óto shiverô 

ZoÓ́\ (257) óto waitô 

Zoń\ (156) óshinô 

Zo¬°\ (8) órainbowô 

Zod́\ (296) óto splitô 

ZoD́\ (27) ómudô 

There is no distribution restriction for the initial consonant of the voiced bilabial 

plosive /b/, other than the central open-mid vowel /é/. It only occurs syllable initial 

and never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters.  

.a. Za¬¾\ 49. óbamboo shootô 

ZaÓ©\ 68. ópaddy riceô 

Za°̀\ 210. óplateô 

ZaD©\ 230. óto be fullô 

Zat́\ 359. óto be nearô 

ZaE°\ 196. óto weaveô 

Zah¾\ 225. óto winkô 

Zad©\ 406. óhow manyô 

Zan¾\ 367. óto be dirtyô 

The voiceless velar plosive /j/ occurs with all vowels except /d/, /é/ and /Ó/. It only 

occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 
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.j. Zjt¾\ 382. óhotô 

ZjD°\ 256. óto hateô 

Zj¬°\ 90. ótailô 

Zjh́\ 350. óto be narrowô 

Zj°̀\ 37. óforestô 

ZjE°\ 119. óheadô 

Zjn°\ 59. ómangoô 

The voiceless aspirated  velar plosive /jG/ occurs with all vowels except /d/ and /é/. It 

only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant 

clusters. 

.jG.ZjG`́\ 313. óto shootô 

ZjGÓ¾\ 301. óto digô 

ZjGh©\ 73. ótigerô 

ZjGD¾\ 277. óenterô 

ZjGn°\ 181. ófriendô 

ZjGt¾\ 151. óbuttocksô 

ZjG¬¾\ 155. ócalfô 

ZjGE¾\ 75. ódeerô 

The voiced velar plosive /f/ occurs only with the vowels /¬/ and /h/. This consonant 

only occurs syllable initial. 

.f. Zf¬́\ 108. óspiderô 

Zfh́\ 77. óGibbonô 

The voiceless aspirated alveolar plosive /sG/ occurs with all vowels except /é/ and /d/. 

It only occurs syllable initial. 

.sG.ZsG°̀\ 74. óbearô 

ZsGt¾\ 94. óbirdô 

ZsG¬©\ 123. óforeheadô 

ZsGh°\ 23. ówaterô 

ZsGE¾\ 386. óto be heavyô 

ZsGD́\ 355. óright sideô 

ZsGń\ 85. ópigô 

ZsGÓ́\ 290 óto wipeô 
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The voiceless unaspirated alveolar plosive /s/ occurs with all vowels, except /t/. It 

only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant 

clusters. 

.s.Zsnë¾\ 305. óto poundô 

Zs¬ë́\ 101. ófishô 

ZsD°\ 215. ócandleô 

Zs°̀\ 265. ómedicineô 

Zsh́\ 350. óto be narrowô 

ZsÉ\ 52. ókapokô 

Zsdë́\ 118. óscorpionô 

Zsé¾\ 322. óoneô 

ZsÓ́\ 425. ósplit w/knifeô 

The voiced alveolar plosive /c/ occurs with all vowels, except the central open-mid 

vowel /é/. It only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in 

consonant clusters. 

.c. Zcd¾\ 18. óyearô 

ZcE°\ 183 óvillageô 

Zch¾\ 98. óeggô 

Zc¬¾\ 352. óto be shallowô 

Zct¾\ 339. óto be bigô 

ZcÓ©\ 345. óto be thickô 

Zc̀©\ 393 óto be tiredô 

ZcD©\ 78. órabbitô 

Zcn°\ 307. óto boilô 

The voiced glottal plosive />/ occurs with all vowels except /é/ and /¬/. It only occurs 

syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.>. Z>h́\ 167. óexcrementô 

Z>E¾\ 82. óto barkô 

Z>D¾\ 418. óhe/she 3Sô 

Z>n°\ 232. óto drinkô 

Z>¾̀\ 227. óto eatô 

Z>d°\ 64. ógingerô 

Z>Ó¾\ 11. óshadowô 

Z>t¾\ 228. óto swallowô 
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3.2.2.2 Kayaw Nasals 

The voiced bilabial nasal /m/ occurs with all vowels except /é/ and /t/. It only occurs 

syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.l. Zlh©\ 166. ópusô 

Zln¾\ 217. ógongô 

ZlE¾\ 173. ómotherô 

Zl¾̀\ 428. óto do/makeô 

ZlÓ¾\ 233. óto be drunkô 

Zl¬́\ 175. óson-in-lawô 

Zldë́\ 123. óforeheadô 

ZlD¾\ 92. óelephant tuskô 

The voiced alveolar nasal /m/ is not distributed with the vowels of /D/, /é/ and /n/. All 

of the rest of the vowels occur with it. It only occurs initially, it never occurs as the 

second element in consonant clusters. 

.m. ZmÉ\ 88. óbuffalo hornô 

Zm¾̀\ 89. óbuffaloô 

Zmh́\ 361. óthatô 

Zm¬́\ 271. óto sitô 

ZmÓ́\ 223. óto smellô 

Zmt¾\ 87. ómilkô 

Zmd¾\ 158. óheelô 

3.2.2.3 Kayaw Fricatives and affricates 

The voiceless dental fricative /S/ occurs with all vowels except the central vowel /é/. 

It occurs in the syllable initial position only.  
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.S. ZSh°\ 56. óliquorô 

ZSd́\ 30. ósandô 

ZSD́\ 67. óred pepperô 

ZS¾̀\ 57. óbananaô 

ZSÓ¾\ 79. óporcupineô 

ZSt°\ 162. ófatô 

ZSE°\ 378. órottenô 

ZSn°\ 112. ócockroachô 

ZS¬́\ 143. óliverô 

The voiceless post-alveolar fricative /R/ has an allophone [Å]. It occurs before the 

vowels /h/, /d/, /D/, /t/, but it does not occur before the vowels of //̀, /¬/, and /E/. It 

only occurs in the syllable initial position. 

Rule 7: Palatalization: /R/           [Å] /             /̀ /, /¬/, /E/ 

                                    /R/            [R]              /h/, /d/, /D/, /t/  

.R. ZRh©\ 99. óchickenô 

ZRt°\ 159. óboneô 

ZRD́\ 7. órainô 

ZRd¾\ 305. óto poundô 

The retroflex fricative [Å] occurs with the three vowels of /é/, /¬/ and /E/ and never 

occurs with the rest of the vowels. It only occurs in the syllable initial position.  

.R. ZÅ̀¾\ 4. óstarô 

ZÅE°\ 300. óto plantô 

ZÅ¬́\ 200. óto sewô 

The alveolar aspirated /rG/ occurs with /h/, /̀ /, /Ó/, /¬/, /t/ and /n/. It only occurs in 

the syllable initial position.  

.rG.ZrGh́\ 392. óto be weakô 

ZrG°̀\ 259. óto be afraidô 

ZrGÓ°\ 246. óto tellô 

ZrG¬¾\ 197. óto dyeô 

ZrGt¾\ 96. ófeatherô 

ZrGn©\ 41. óthornô 
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The glottal fricative /g/ occurs with the vowels of /d/, /̀ /, /D/, /n/, and /¬/. It only 

occurs in the initial position. The phoneme glottal fricative /g/ has an allophone of the 

voiceless velar fricative [w]. The phoneme /g/ occurs elsewhere, but [w] never does. 

The voiceless velar fricative [w] only occurs with /t/ and /Ó/. It never occurs where 

the phoneme /g/ does. Therefore it is an allophone of the phoneme /g/. It only occurs 

in the initial position.  

Rule 8. Velarization: /g/            [w]  /             /d/, / /̀, /D/, /n/, and /¬/

                                  /g/             [g] /else where

.g.Zg°̀\ 26. óearth/soilô 

Zgn¾\ 48. óbambooô 

ZgD°\ 377. óto be spicyô 

Zg¬¾\ 19. óeastô 

Zgd©\ 416. óI. 1Sô 

 ZwÓ©\ 70. ópounded riceô 

 Zwt¾\ 248. óto answerô 

The palatal fricative /á/ is distributed with the vowels of /h/, /̀ /, /t/, /n/, /¬/ and /E/. It 

only occurs in the initial position. Sometimes it is heard as /ė/, then the palatal 

fricative /á/ and /ė/ are free variation. Each village has a slightly different 

pronunciation though they are very near and the same dialect. Therefore each 

individual utterance may be a little bit different. Sometimes though they are from the 

same village, what one person pronounces does not agree with what another 

pronounces.  

.á. Zá¬°\ 57. óbananaô 

Zá̀ \́ 244. óto laughô 

ZáÉ\ 76. ómonkeyô 

Záh́\ 358. óto be farô 

Zán©\ 431. ódisgustingô 

Zát́\ 80. óratô 

The alveolar affricate /cY/ occurs in the syllable initial position. It occurs with all 

vowels except the central vowel of  /é/.  
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.cY.ZcYh¾\ 356. óleft sideô 

ZcYd¾\ 311. óto playô 

ZcYD́\ 348. óto be skinnyô 

ZcY¾̀\ 392. óto be weakô 

ZcYÓ́\ 50. ómushroomô 

ZcYt¾\ 211. ófirewoodô 

ZcYE¾\ 351. óto be deepô 

ZcYn¾\ 381. óto be wetô 

ZcÝ\ 289. óto tieô 

3.2.2.4 Kayaw Approximants 

The phoneme palatal approximate /i/ occurs with the vowels of /d/, /̀ /, /t/, /D/, /n/, 

/¬/ and /E/. It occurs in the initial and second position in consonant clusters. 

Sometimes it is heard as /Y/. But mostly the pronunciation /i/ is always given when 

he/she was asked for sure.  

/i/ [id́] 415. earthwormô 

[i¾̀] 161. ófleshô 

[i¬¾] 293. óto launderô 

[it́] 111. ótermiteô 

[iE©] 390. óto be slowô 

[iD́] 326. ófiveô 

[in°] 379. óto be swellô 

The phoneme voiced labial-velar approximate /w/ occurs with vowels /t/, /h/, /D/, /̀ /, 

and /d/. The phoneme occurs both syllable initial and the second position in clusters.  

.v. Zvt°\ 176. óhusbandô 

Zvh́\ 97. óto flyô 

Zvd́\ 353. óto be roundô 

ZvD¾\ 179. óeld. brother/sister 

Zv¾̀\ 303. óto winnowô 

The alveolar lateral approximate /k/ occurs with all vowels except the /é/. It occurs in 

the initial and the second position.  

 



 

 79 

.k.ZkÉ\ 335. óallô 

Zk°̀\ 3. ómoonô 

ZkD¾\ 349. óto be wideô 

ZkÓ°\ 302. óto buryô 

Zkh¾\ 242. óto lickô 

Zkd°\ 154. ókneeô 

Zkń\ 407. óstreamô 

Zk¬́\ 344. óto be shortô 

Zkt¾\ 294. óto batheô 

The alveolar trill /q/ occurs with all of the vowels except /é/. It not only occurs in the 

syllable initial position but it also occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.q. Zqh¾\ 51. ócane/rattanô 

Zqd́\ 353. óto be roundô 

ZqD©\ 351. óto thinkô 

Zq`́\ 323. ótwo personsô 

ZqÓ¾\ 42. órootô 

Zqt́\ 299. óto grindô 

ZqÉ\ 160. óribô 

Zqn¾\ 383. óto be coldô 

Zq¬́\ 91. óelephantô 

3.2.3 Kayaw Consonant Clusters 

All consonants occur in the initial position but only four consonants occur as the 

second element. Unlike Kayah, there is only one type of clusters such as, CCV.  

Second consonants k+ q+ v+i

Table 39. Initial and Second Consonant Chart 

3.2.3.1 Kayaw Observed consonant clusters 

The CCV Consonant Clusters With /v/ in Kayaw 

There are four kinds of clusters with /w/ in Kayaw. They are /gv/, /jGv/, /jv/ and /kv/.  
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Cons Clusters No Words  gloss 

gv 115. gvD¾ óBeeô 

jGv 330. jGvh© ónineô 

jv 137. jvD́ óto shaveô 

kv 325. kvh° ófourô 

The CCV Consonants Clusters With /q/ in Kayaw 

There are six CCV consonants clusters with [r] in Kayaw. They are /oq/, /oGq/, /jq/, 

/jGq/, /sq/ and /Sq/.  

Cons Clusters No Words gloss 

oq 144. oqd́ óintestinesô 

oGq 339. oGqt° óto be bigô 

jq 273. jqd́ óto kneelô 

jGq 267. jGqd¾ óto scratchô 

sq 15. sqh¾ ónoonô 

Sq 355. SqD́ óright sideô 

The CCV Consonants Clusters With /k/ in Kayaw 

There are four consonant clusters with /k/ in Kayaw.  They are /ok/, /oGk/, /jk/ and 

/jGk/. 

Cons Clusters No Words gloss 

ok 219. okë́̀ óarrowô 

oGk 295. oGkd© óto hitô 

jk 208. jkd¾ ópestleô 

jGk 185 jGkh° óboatô 

The CCV Consonants Clusters With /i/ in Kayaw 

There are two consonant clusters with /i/ in Kayaw.  They are /Si/and /sGi/. 

Cons Clusters No Words gloss 

Si 164. Sit¾ óbloodô 

sGi 281. sGit© óto kickô 
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3.2.3.2 Kayaw Description and distribution 

The second element /k/ only co-occurs with the consonants of the /o/, /oG/, /j/ and 

/jG/. The second element /q/ only co-occurs with the consonants /o/, /oG/, /j/, /S/ and 

/jG/. The second element /i/ only co-occurs with the consonants /S/ and /sG/, but the 

second element /v/ co-occurs with the consonants /g/, /k/, /j/ and /jG/.  

Initial consonants 

 

 

Second 

consonants 

o oG a s sG c j jG f > l m
k 219 125 - - - - 151 185 - - - - 

q 327 28 -  - - 291 267 - - - - 

v - - - - - - 137 330 - - - - 

i - - - - 281 - - - - - - - 

 

Initial Consonants 

 

 

Second 

Consonants 

S R cY Å á w g i k v q
k - - - - - - - - - - - 

q 355 - - - - - - - - - - 

v - - - - - - 115 - 325 - - 

i 164 - - - - - - - - - - 

Kayaw Consonant distributions 

All consonants occur in the initial position and between vowels but there is no data to 

support any consonant occurring in the syllable final.  

First Consonants 

 o oG a s sG c j jG f > l m
# --------- 86 213 367 101 32 106 11 185 109 232 217 417 

$ ----- V 27 44 230 350 207 145 119 202 77 296 140 88 

-------- V - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

First Consonants 

 S rG R cY Å á w g i k v q
# -------- 162 197 186 289 300 76 70 26 161 3 97 51 

$ ----- V 57 41 136 320 387 199 222 65 252 1 84 181 

-------- # - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Kayaw Consonant contrasts 

The following chart shows the contrast of minimal pairs in Kayaw. 
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.o..oG.281. o`́ óto kickô 213. oG¾̀ óashesô 

.o..a.281. o`́ óto kickô 210. a°̀ óplateô 

.a..l.210. a°̀ óplateô 428. l¾̀ óto doô 

.a..v.363. at́ ówhiteô 176. vt° óhusbandô 

.l..v.182 lh° ónameô 97. vh́ óto flyô 

.s..sG.305. snë¾ óto poundô 85. sGń ópigô 

.s..c.305. snë¾ óto poundô 307. cn© óto boilô 

.c..m.417. m`́ óthou (2S)ô 296. c`́ óto splitô 

.c..S.106. ch¾ ófrogô 420. Sh© óyou (pl)ô 

.c..cY.289. cY¬́ óto tieô 221. c¬¾ óknifeô 

.j..jG.90. j¬° ótailô 153. jG¬¾ óthighô 

.l..m.428. l¾̀ óto doô 417. m`́ óthou (2S)ô 

.g..j.226 g¾̀ óto weepô 383. j¾̀ óto be coldô 

.i..v.161. i¾̀ ófleshô 303. v¾̀ óto winnowô 

.q..k.251. qD© óto thinkô 349. kD¾ óto be wideô 

.k..m.3. k°̀ ómoonô 417 m`́ óyou (pl)ô 

.m..q.223. mÓ́ óto smellô 42. qÓ¾ órootô 

.cY..á. 241. cYt́ óto suckô 80. át́ óratô 

.>..g.227. >¾̀ óto eatô 26. g°̀ óearth/soilô 

.>..jG.227. >¾̀ óto eatô 376. jG¾̀ óto be bitterô 

.>..i.227. >¾̀ óto eatô 161. i¾̀ ófleshô 

Table 40. The Contrasts of Minimal Pairs 
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3.2.4 Kayaw Vowels  

There are nine pure vowels. No diphthongs were observed in Kayaw.  

3.2.4.1 Kayaw Observed Vowel Chart 

The following chart shows the vowels that occur accompanied with phonemic 

consonants. The vowel [é] only occurs with the consonant /s/ and never occurs 

elsewhere. It makes the writer suspicious but a lot of words associating with the 

consonant /s/. The vowel /t/ never occurs with the consonant /s/. Thus the vowel /t/ 

has an allophone with the vowel [é].  

Rule 9. Weakening:  /t/              [é] / t 

                                                    [t] /elsewhere  

 

 

Front un-

rounded 

Back un-

rounded 

Back 

rounded 

Close h Ó t

Close-mid d E n
Open-mid D ¬
Open-mid  

Open `

Table 41. Vowel phonemic chart 

3.2.4.2 Kayaw Phonemic Description 

The following chart shows the vowels that occur accompanied with phonemic 

consonants.  
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Consonants Vowels 

h d D ` é Ó t E n ¬
oG 423 132 - 213 - 139 174 342 44 306 

o 268 296 27 281 - 257 86 205 156 8 

a 225 406 230 210 - 68 359 196 367 48 

sG 23 - 355 74 - 290 94 386 85 123 

s 350 118 215 265 322 425 - 52 305 101 

c 98 18 78 393 - 345 339 183 307 352 

jG 73 - 277 313 - 301 151 75 181 155 

j 350 - 256 37 - - 382 119 59 90 

f 77 - - - - - - - - 108 

> 167 64 418 227 - 11 352 82 232 - 

l 166 123 92 428 - 233 - 173 217 175 

m 361 158 - 89 - 223 87 88 - 271 

q 51 353 251 323 - 42 299 160 383 91 

R 99 305 7 - - - 159 - - - 

S 56 30 67 57 - 79 162 378 112 143 

rG 392 - - 259 - 246 96 - 41 197 

cY 356 311 348 392 - 50 211 351 381 289 

Å - - - 4 - - - 300 - 200 

á 358 - - 244 - - 80 76 431 57 

w - - - - - 70 248 - - - 

g - 416 377 26 - - - - 49 19 

i - 415 326 161 - - 111 390 379 293 

k 242 154 349 3 - 302 294 335 407 344 

v 97 353 179a 303 - - 176 - - - 

Table 42. Vowel Distributions Chart 
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Kayaw Vocalic Contrasts 
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.h. .d.312. .lh́. óto danceô 154. .ld¾. ókneeô 

.h. .D.288. .>h́. óto giveô 418. .>D¾. óhe/she/itô 

.d. .D.83. .>d¾. óto biteô 418. .>D¾. óhe/she/itô 

.`. .D.428. .l¾̀. óto doô 92. .lD¾. óElephant tuskô 

.`. .é. 334. /s`́/ óto be manyô 353. /sé¾/ óto be roundô 

.D. .é. 337. .sD¾. óto be fewô 322. .sé¾. óoneô 

.d. .é. 283. .sd¾. óto fallô 322. .sé¾. óoneô 

.h. .Ó. 212. .lh¾. ófireô 233. .lÓ¾. óbe drunkô 

.Ó. .t.42. .qÓ¾. órootô 102. .qt¾. ósnakeô 

.E. .t.160. .qÉ. óribô 102. .qt¾. ósnakeô 

.E. .n.160. .qÉ. óribô 398. .qń. óbe goodô 

.n. .¬. 255. .lń. óto loveô 175. .l¬́. óson in lawô 

.t. .n.294. .kt¾. óto batheô 287. .kn¾. óto flowô 

.E. .¬. 29. .kE¾. óstoneô 285. .k¬́. óto floatô 

.E. .é. 52. .sÉ. ókapokô 322. .sé¾. óoneô 

.é. .Ó. 322. .sé¾. óoneô 188. .sÓ°. ówindowô 

.E. .d. 52. .sÉ. ókapokô 283. .sd¾. óto fallô 

.`. .¬. 428. .l¾̀. óto doô 175. .l¬́. óson in lawô 

Table 43. Kayaw Vocalic Contrasts Chart 

3.2.5 Kayaw Tones 

3.2.5.1 Kayaw Observed tones 

According to this data, there are four contrastive tones in Kayaw. Each tone is 

referred to by demonstrating diacritics. They are high /©/, high-mid /°/, mid /́ / and 

low /¾/. The shape of the tone diacritics will be seen in the following chart. 
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 High High-mid Mid Low 

Shape © ° ´ ë́ë ¾ ¾ë
S¬© S¬° S¬́ s¬́ë S¬¾ sn¾ë

 396 256 323 101 266 305 

Table 44. Demonstrating Diacritic Tones in  Kayaw 

3.2.5.2 Kayaw Description (including allophones) 

Kayaw Tone Contrasts 
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.©. .°. 396. S¬© óbaldô 256. S¬° óto hateô 

.°. .́. 256. S¬° óto hateô 323. S¬́ ótwo personsô 

.́. .¾. 323. S¬́ ótwo personsô 266.  S¬¾ óto itchô 

.°. .¾. 256. S¬° óto hateô 266.  S¬¾ óto itchô 

.©. .¾. 396. S¬© óbaldô 266.  S¬¾ óto itchô 

Table 45. Tone Contrasts in  Kayaw 

Distribution of Tones in a Three Syllable Words 

There are some three syllables of tones that are distributed in Kayaw. The three 

syllable words of tones that are contrast in each other can be seen in the following 

chart.  

No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 © ´ ¾   © ¾ °  

229. oGt S¬ vh óto be hungryô 10. jk¬ lÓ oqhóthunderô 

 © ´ ´   © ¾ ´  

402a a` jG¬ sD ówhen (past)ô 6. lÓ Rh k¬ ómistô 

 © ° ¾   © ¾ ¾  

147. okd ch k ó̀armpitô 125. lÓ jh okE óeyeô 

 © ¾ ©    

126.  lÓ jh oGdóeyelidô   

 

 



 

 87 

No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 ° © ´   ° ´ ´  

216. sGE ln j¬ ódrumô 24. sGh okd knë óriverô 

 ° ° °   ° ´ ¾  

53. c¬ jGkD anósugarcaneô 20. jGn s¬ sG¬ ówestô 

 ° ° ´   ° ¾ °  

296. cÓ sG` sÓ óto splitô 188. sÓ oÓ jt ówindowô 

 ° ° ©   ° ¾ ´  

253 Sd oGd m`óto forgetô 17. cÓ lÓ qn ótomorrowô 

 °° ¾   ° ¾ ¾  

59. Sn jn S` ómangoô 186. c` kh vtóHouse lizardô 

 

No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 ´ © ´   ´ ´ °  

315. l` Sh só̀to killô 235. sGÓ oqh sGhóto spitô 

 ´ ° ´   ´ ´ ©  

286. k¬ sGh j¬ óto sinkô 329. oq` S¬ Å¬ eight persons 

 ´ ° °   ´ ¾ ¾  

270. c` s` m` óghostô 150. cYÓ Sh lh ófingernailô 

 ´ ´ ´   ´ ¾ ©  

274. Å̀ oqD kD óto walkô 135. jG` Rh j¬ óchinô 

 ´ ´ ¾    

333. oq` sn sGn óthousandô   

 

No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 ¾ © ©   ¾ ´ ´  

395. m` jt >E óto be deafô 374. >D qn a` óto be sweetô 

 ¾ © ¾   ¾ ´ ´  

363. >D atÅ¬ ówhiteô 426. >D qd vd óto bendô 

 ¾ ° °   ¾ ´ ¾  

180. oÓ l` jGnóyoung brotherô 151. jGt jkdjGtóbuttocksô 

 ¾ ° ¾   ¾ ¾ ©  

154. jG¬ kd ldókneeô 65. oq` gn atgarlic 

 ¾ ´ ©   ¾ ¾ °  

347. >n jkn khónakedô 158. jG¬ md j¬ óheelô 

 ¾ ´ °   ¾ ¾ ¾  

372. >D k¬ kt óto be the sameô 66. St at S` ócornô 

Table 46. The Distribution of Three Tones Chart in Kayaw 
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There are four contranstive tones in Kayaw. With three syllable words this means that 

there are sixty-four possible patterns. Out of these sixty-four possible patterns, there 

are only thirty-eight observed patterns on three syllable words in Kayah. There are 

twenty-six restrictions in this data. The high tone never occurs before another high 

tone or HM of the second syllable. The high-mid /°/ does not  occur with a sequence 

of High and High or High-mid. The mid tone does not occur before a sequence of H 

and H or HM. There is a tendency  for high tone to not occur as the middle tone in a 

three tone word. 

3.2.5.3 Kayaw Initial Consonant tone Correlations 
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Tones  

C
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Tones 

© ° ´ ¾ © ° ´ ¾

oG 126 39 72 213  S 420 162 143 57 

o 27 8 27 86  rG 41 259 392 96 

a 406 20 215 150  R 272 304 327 135 

sG 225 32 207 386  cY 241 204 150 211 

s 337 215 101 337  Å 318 300 387 279 

c 273 296 145 106  á 431 57 76 247 

jG 73 181 313 155  w 70 222 - 248 

j 395 37 216 225  g 416 67 27 48 

f - - 108 -  q 33 326 329 51 

> 395 232 296 350  i 435 379 326 434 

l 140 261 175 217  k 343 372 276 242 

m 328 270 417 88  v 330 176 426 186 

 

Table 47. Kayaw Initial Consonant Tone Correlations Chart 

This table shows that there is not restrictions of the relationship between initial 

consonant and tone, except for the voiced velar stop /f/ which only occurs with the 

mid tone and the voiceless velar fricative /w/, which does not occur with the mid tone. 
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3.2.5.4 Kayaw Tone pattern analysis 

The following chart shows Luceôs tone patterns aligned in Haudricourtôs 3 x 3 chart 

and it also shows how Bennett (1992) tone pattern.  

 Kayaw (Bennett 1992) 

 A B D 

*Non-voiced 55 11 33 

*Voiced 5ë5ë 1ë1ë 3ë3ë 

The data used in this thesis produced a different tone chart of Bennett and Solnit. The 

most significant differences are in the protovoiced ïA cell where the tone is not rather 

than high and the protovoiced ïD cell which has no breathy phonation. The difference 

between two analysis would be an area for further research. 

Kayaw (Myar 2003) 

 A B D 

*non-voiced 44 11 33 

*Voiced 3ë3ë 1ë1ë 33 
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3.3 Monumanaw  

3.3.1 Monumanaw Syllable Structure  

There are two syllable types in Monumanaw. They are CVT and CCVT. However the 

CCVT occurs rather infrequently in Monumanaw.   

Monumanaw CVT Syllable Structure  

The syllable structure type of CVT includes a single consonant represented by C, a 

vowel represented by V and a tone represented by T.  

209. óspoonô kn©
372. óbe the sameô k¬°
210. óplateô kń 

413. ówater leechô kn¾ 

 

Monumanaw CCVT Syllable Structure  

The syllable structure type of CCVT consists of a two consonant cluster, a vowel and 

a tone. There are 14 types of consonant clusters. They can be seen in the following 

table.  

218. .jGkh©. óbow/crossbowô 

159. .jGvh.óBoneô 

73. .jGid.ótigerô 

184. .jkD. óroadô 

267. .jqn©. óto scratchô 

165. .jvh©. óSweatô 

397. .kid. ónakedô 

329. .kvh© óeightô 

55. .oGid¾. óopiumô 

295. .oGkd©. óto hitô 

389. .oGvD¾. óto be fastô 

219. .ok¾̀. óarrowô 

144. .ovd¾. óintestines/buyô 

81. .sGvh©. ódogô 
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3.3.2 Monumanaw Consonants  

The phoneme chart can be seen as follows.  

Monumanaw Phonemic Consonants 
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Plosives 

vl. Unasp o s j >
vl. Asp oG sG jG
vd. a c f

Fricatives vl R Å á g
Affricate vl srG

vd cY
Nasals vd l m
Trill   q
approx.  v i
Lat. Appro  k

Table 48. Monumanaw Consonants 

The consonant inventory of Monumanaw includes 22 consonants. In this data, [rG] 

only occurs before vowels / /̀, and /­/. In contrast, /R/ occurs before vowels /h/, /d/ 

and /t/. Thus, [rG] is an allophone of the phoneme /R/. The consonant [w] only occurs 

before back close rounded vowel /t/ while /g/ never does. Thus, [w] is an allophone of 

the phoneme /g/. In most cases [u] only occurs before vowel /n/. /v/ occurs elsewhere, 

but there is an exception to this rule. In number (281) óto throwô /ud¾jD¾/ is the only 

example that is found in this data having restriction of this rule. Thus, [u] is an 

allophone of the phoneme /v/. 
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3.3.2.1 Monumanaw Plosives 

The voiceless unaspirated bilabial plosive /oG/ occurs with the vowels /t/, /¬/, /̀ /, /n/ 

and /d/. It only occurs syllable initial and never as the second element in consonant 

clusters. 

.oG.ZoGt¾\ 139. óbellyô 

 ZoG¾̀\ 172. ófatherô 

 ZoGn¾\ 44. óflowerô 

 ZoG¬¾\ 39. óbranchô 

 ZoGd©\ 40. óbarkô 

There are only two vowel restrictions /Ó/ and /E/ that occur with the voiceless bilabial 

plosive /o/. This consonant only occurs syllable initial and never as the second 

element in consonant clusters.  

.o.Zon¾\ 86. ócowô 

 Zod¾\ 147. óarmpitô 

 Zoh©\ 134. ógumsô 

 Zo¬¾\ 434. ódifficultô 

 Zoé¾\ 142. ólungsô 

 Zot¾\ 180. óyounger brotherô 

 ZoD¾\ 27. ómudô 

 Zo¾̀\ 419 óweô 

The voiced bilabial plosive /a/ occurs with the vowels of /Ó/, /D/, /é/ and /h/. It only 

occurs syllable initial and never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters.  

.a.Za¬¾\ 49. óbamboo shootô 

 ZaE¾\ 196. óto weaveô 

 Za¾̀\ 207. ómortarô 

 Zad¾\ 354. óto be fullô 

 Zan©\ 347. óto be fatô 

 Zat©\ 68. ópaddy riceô 

The voiceless aspirated alveolar plosive /sG/ with distributed in the vowels of /Ó/, /h/, 

/d/ and /é/. The consonant only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second 

element in consonant clusters. 
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.sG.ZsGE¾\ 216. ódrumô 

ZsG¾̀\ 32. ógoldô 

ZsG¬©\ 123. óforeheadô 

ZsGt©\ 31. ólimeô 

ZsGn¾\ 341. óto be longô 

ZsGD©\ 225. óto winkô 

The voiceless unaspirated alveolar plosive /s/ is generally distributed with all vowels 

except the close unrounded back vowel /Ó/. It only occurs syllable initial, it never 

occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.s. ZsE¾\ 305. óto poundô 

ZsD¾\ 405. ówhatô 

Zsh¾\ 405. ówhatô 

Zst©\ 342. óto be shortô 

Zsn¾\ 208. ópestleô 

Zsd¾\ 337.  óto be fewô 

Zs¬¾\ 312. óto danceô 

Zs¾̀\ 107. óinsectô 

Zsé¾\ 146. óElbowô 

The voiced alveolar plosive /c/ is generally distributed with all vowels except the 

close unrounded back vowel /Ó/. It only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the 

second element in consonant clusters. 

.c. Zch©\ 98. óeggô 

Zcd¾\ 69. ócooked riceô 

Zcn©\ 339. óto be bigô 

Zc¬©\ 352. óto be shallowô 

Zct¾\ 345. óto be thickô 

ZcD¾\ 281. óto kickô 

Zc©̀\ 296. óto splitô 

Zcé©\ 257. óto waitô 

ZcE¾\ 195. óclothingô 

There are three restriction vowels with the voiceless aspirated velar plosive /jG/. They 

are /d/, /é/ and /Ó/. The consonant only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the 

second element in consonant clusters. 



 

 94 

.jG.ZjG©̀\ 135. óchinô 

ZjGn©\ 26. óearth/soilô 

ZjGE\ 36. ócaveô 

ZjG¬¾\ 181. ófriendô 

ZjGh¾\ 134. ógumsô 

ZjGt©\ 265. ómedicineô 

ZjGD©\ 319. óto exchangeô 

Like voiceless aspirated velar plosive /jG/, there are three vowels which do not occur 

with the voiceless velar plosive /j/. They are /d/, /é/ and /Ó/. The consonant only 

occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.j. Zj¾̀\ 422. ósleeping areaô 

Zjn¾\ 382. óto be hotô 

ZjE¾\ 74. óbearô 

Zj¬©\ 117. óbutterflyô 

Zjd¾\ 112. ócockroachô 

Zjt¾\ 221. ófirewoodô 

ZjD©\ 308. óto burnô 

The voiced velar plosive /f/ occurs only with the two vowels of /¬/ and /t/. The 

consonant only occurs syllable initial.  

.f.Zf¬¾\ 90. ótailô 

Zftë¾\ 50. ómushroomô 

The glottal plosive />/ occurs with all vowels except /é/ and /Ó/. It only occurs 

syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.>.Z>d©\ 167. óexcrementô 

Z>¾̀\ 418. óhe/she/itô 

Z>D©\ 27. ómudô 

Z>t©\ 11. óshadowô 

Z>E©\ 82. óto barkô 

Z>n¾\ 232. óto drinkô 

Z>¬©\ 100. óduckô 

Z>h©\ 288. óto giveô 
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3.3.2.2 Monumanaw Fricatives and Affricates 

[rG] only occurs before /̀/, and /¬/. In contrast, [R] occurs before vowels /h/, /d/ and 

/t/. Thus, [R] is interpreted as an allophone of /sH/. [rG] occurs only syllable initial. 

Rule 10. Palatalization    /rG/           [R] /           V [-open] 

                                       /rG/            [rG] /elsewhere 

.R. ZRd¾\ 99. óchickenô 

ZRh¾\ 23. ówaterô 

ZRt¾\ 298. óto stabô 

ZrG¬©\ 303. óto winnowô 

ZrG¾̀\ 259. óto be afraidô 

The retroflex fricative /Å/ occurs with all vowels except /é/. It occurs only syllable 

initial.  

.Å. ZÅÓ¾\ 257. óto waitô 

ZÅd¾\ 420. óyou (2P)ô 

ZÅh¾\ 269. óto dieô 

ZÅD©\ 67. óred pepperô 

ZÅt©\ 79. óporcupineô 

ZÅ̀©\ 4. óstarô 

ZÅE©\ 38. ótreeô 

ZÅ¬©\ 143. óliverô 

ZÅn©\ 96. ófeatherô 

The glottal fricative /g/ and the velar fricative [w] are allophones. [w] only occurs 

before /t/ while [w] occurs elsewhere. Thus, /g/ has an allophone [w]. /g/ occurs only 

in syllable initial.  

Rule 11. Velarization: /g/              [w] /         t 

                                    /g/              [g] /elsewhere 
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.g. Zgh©\ 186. óhouseô 

Zgd¾\ 416. óI (1S)ô 

ZgD©\ 377. óto be spicyô 

Zg©̀\ 26. óearth/soilô 

Zgn©\ 65. ógarlicô 

 Zwt¾\ 70. ópounded riceô 

The voiced palatal fricative /á/ occurs with /h/, / /̀, /n/, /d/ and /E/. Sometimes it is 

heard as /Y/ or /ė/. But the pronunciation of /á/ is always given wherever the data was 

checked. It only occurs in the syllable initial.  

.á. ZáE¾\ 76. ómonkeyô 

Zán¾\ 411. ópangolinô 

Zád¾\ 358. óto be farô 

Zá̀¾\ 244. óto laughô 

Záh¾\ 247. óto shoutô 

The voiced alveolar affricate .cY.occurs with vowels /h/, /̀ /, /n/, /t/, /D/, /d/ and /E/. 

It occurs in the syllable initial position only.  

.cY.ZcYd©\ 356. óleft sideô 

ZcY¾̀\ 293. óto launderô 

ZcYE¾\ 399. óto be badô 

ZcYt¾\ 384. óto be sharpô 

ZcYn©\ 381. óto be wetô 

ZcYh°\ 280. óto pullô 

ZcYD¾\ 204. ópaperô 

The voiceless aspirated alveolar affricate .srG.occurs with /h/, /̀ /, /n/, /t/, /D/, /¬/ 

and /E/. It occurs in the syllable initial position only.  

.srG.ZsrGn©\ 391. óto be strongô 

ZsrGt\ 374. óto be sweetô 

ZsrGE©\ 300. óto plantô 

ZsrG¬©\ 279. óto pushô 

ZsrG`¾\ 318. óto sellô 

ZsrGD©\ 237. óto sneezeô 

ZsrGh©\ 81. ódogô 
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3.3.2.3 Monumanaw Nasals 

Two nasals occur in Monumanaw, namely /l/ and /m/. The voiced bilabial nasal /l/ 

does not occur with the three vowels /Ó/, /E/ and /é/.  It only occurs syllable initial, it 

never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters or syllable final. 

.l.Zlh¾\ 47. ógrassô 

Zln¾\ 173. ómotherô 

Zl¬¾\ 175. óson in lawô 

Zl¾̀\ 177. ówifeô 

Zlt©\ 170. ówomanô                     

Zld¾\ 90. ótailô 

ZlD¾\ 400. óto be correctô 

The voiced alveolar nasal /m/ dose not occur /é/ and /Ó/. It only occurs syllable initial, 

it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.m.Zmd¾\ 89. óbuffalo hornô 

ZmE¾\ 121. óbrainô 

Zm¬¾\ 357. óto be straightô 

Zmn©\ 112. ócockroachô 

ZmD¾\ 118. óscorpionô 

Zm¾̀\ 417. óthou (2S)ô 

Zmh¾\ 277. óto enterô 

Zmt¾\ 277. óto enterô 

3.3.2.4 Monumanaw Approximants 

The alveolar trill /q/ occurs only with the vowels /̀/, /n/, /d/ and /¬/. It occurs both 

syllable initial and the second position of consonant clusters. 

.q.Zq¾̀\ 371. óto be brightô 

Zqd©\ 333. óthousandô 

Zjqn©\ 267. óto scratchô 

ZjGq¬©\ 262. óto snoreô 

The phoneme palatal approximate /i/ occurs with /d/, /̀ /, /m/, /D/, /n/, /¬/ and /h/. /i/ 

does not only occur in the initial position but also in the second position of consonant 

clusters.   
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.i.Zin¾\ 435. óeasyô 

Zit¾\ 109. óspider webô 

ZiD¾\ 109. óspider webô 

Zih©\ 161. ófleshô 

Zi¾̀\ 373. óto be differentô 

Zi¬¾\ 199. ótrousersô 

ZoGid\423. óto takeô 

The alveolar lateral approximate /k/ occurs with all vowels except /é/ and /Ó/. It 

occurs in the syllable initial position and the second position of consonant clusters.  

.k.Zkd¾\ 364. óredô 

ZkE¾\ 29. óstoneô 

Zkt©\ 302. óto buryô 

Zk¬¾\ 283. óto fallô 

Zkh¾\ 242. óto lickô 

Zkn¾\ 413. ówater leechô 

ZkD¾\ 408. ófieldô 

Zk¾̀\ 3. ómoonô 

In almost all cases [u] only occurs before the vowel /n/. While the voiced labial-velar 

approximate /v/ occurs elsewhere, it only occurs in the second element of  a 

consonant cluster. On the other hand, there is one exception to this rule. Number 

(282) óto throwô /ud¾jD¾/ is the only example found in this data countering this rule. 

The consonant /v/ never occurs syllable initial and final. Thus, [u] is interpreted as an 

allophone of the phoneme /v/. 

Rule 12. Spirantization: /v/             [u]           V [+ back, rounded] 

                                       /v/              [v] /elsewhere (in the second element) 

.v. Zjvh©\ 165. ósweatô 

ZjGvd¾\ 416. óto dryô 

ZjGvD©\ 7. órainô 

Zov¾̀\ 322. óoneô 

Zun©\ 48. óbambooô 
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3.3.3 Monumanaw Consonant Clusters 

For consonants occur as the second consonant in Monumanaw consonant clusters /q/, 

/i/, /v/ and /k/. 

CCV consonant clusters with /w/ in Monumanaw 

There are six types of clusters with /v/ in Monumanaw. They are /jv/,  /jGv/, /sGv/, 

/ov/, /oGv/ and /kv/.  

Clusters  No words gloss 

jv 165. Zjvh©\ ósweatô 

jGv 159. ZjGvh©\ óboneô 

sGv 81. ZsGvh©\ ódogô 

oGv 389. ZoGvD¾\ óto be fastô 

ov 144. Zovd\ óintestinesô 

kv 329. Zkvh©\ óeight personô 

The CCV consonant clusters with [ q ] in Monumanaw 

There are only two types of CCV consonants cluster with [q] in Monumanaw. They 

are /jq/ and /jGq/.  

Clusters  No words gloss 

jq 267. Zjqn©\ óto scratchô 

jGq 262. ZjGq¬©\ óto snoreô 

CCV consonant clusters with /k/ in Monumanaw 

There are four consonant clusters with /l/ in Monumanaw.  They are /ok/, /oGk/, /jk/ 

and /jGk/. 

Clusters  No words gloss 

jk 184. ZjkD©\ óroad/pathô 

jGk 218. [jGkh©\ óbow/crossbowô 

oGk 295. ZoGkd©\ óto hitô 

ok 219. Zok¾̀\ óarrowô 
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CCV consonants clusters with /i/ in Monumanaw 

There are three consonant clusters with /i/ in Monumanaw.  They are /ki/, /oGi/ and 

/jGi/. Those clusters follow the voiceless bilabial and velar aspirated /oG/, /jG/ and 

lateral approximate /k/.  

Clusters No words Gloss 

ki 122. Zkid¾\ óhairô 

oGi 423. ZoGid©\ óto takeô 

jGi 73. ZjGid¾\ ótigerô 

Monumanaw Summary of co-occurrences 

There are 15 types of consonants clusters observed in Monumanaw. These are shown 

in the following table.  

Initial Consonants 

S
e

c
o

n
d
 

C
o

n
s
o

n
a

n
ts
 

o oG sG j jG k
k 219 295 - 184 104 - 

q - - - 267 262 - 

i 423 423 - - 73 122 

v 144 389 81 165 159 - 

Table 49. The restriction of the Co-occurrences in  Second Consonants 

Monumanaw Consonant Distributions 

Monumanaw is an open syllable language, no consonant can be found at the end of 

words or syllables. The following chart shows the consonants that occur in the initial 

position, between two vowels and codas. But coda cannot be found in this language. 

The voiced labial-approximate /v/ does not occur in the initial position, nor does it 

occur between vowels and coda. It occurs in the second syllable only. The voiceless 

alveolar aspirated /rG/ and alveolar trill /q/ only occur between two vowels, they are 

never found in other positions. The voiceless velar fricative /w/ only occurs as the 

initial consonant. It does not occur in the coda and between two vowels.  
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Consonants 

 o oG a s sG c j jG f > l m u
# --------- 88 213 207 337 216 103 91 135 50 418 217 89 48 

$ ------ V 151 101 15 138 396 221 112 26 108 11 115 121 17 

--------  $ - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

First Consonants 

 srG rG R cY Å á w g i k v q
# ---------- 237 - 99 204 110 76 70 226 57 3 - - 

$ -------- V 391 303 168 356 120 392 - 16 373 103 - 215 

 ---------- $ - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Table 50. Consonant Distribution Chart in Monumanaw 

Monumanaw Consonant Contrasts 

Phonetically, Monumanaw has 25 phonetic consonants. However according to this 

data, as describing above, [R] is an allophone of the phoneme /rG/. [w] has an 

allophone of the phoneme /g/, and [u] is an allophone of the phoneme /v/. Therefore 

there are 22 phoneme consonants in Monumanaw. The phoneme contrasts can be 

seen in the following chart.   
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.o..oG.419. o¾̀ óweô 213. oG°̀ óashesô 

.o..a. 419. o¾̀ óweô 245. a©̀ óto speakô 

.a..l. 319. an© óto exchangeô 217. lnë¾ ógongô 

.o. .l.86. on¾ ócowô 217. lnë¾ ógongô 

.a..v. 406. ad¾ óhow manyô 144. ovd¾ óintestinesô 

.l..v. 90. ld¾ ótailô 144. ovd¾ óintestinesô 

.s..sG.305. sE¾ óto poundô 216. sGE¾ ódrumô 

.s..c. 208. snë¾ ópestleô 183. cn¾ óvillageô 

.c..m. 69. cd¾ ócooked riceô 89. md¾ óBuffalo hornô 

.c. .q.69. cd¾ ócooked riceô 333. qd© óthousandô 

.c. .k.297. ch© óto cutô 242. kh© óto lickô 

.c..cY.297. ch© óto cutô 241. cYh© óto suckô 

.q. .k.215. q©̀ ócandleô 394. k¾̀ óto be blindô 

.q. .m.333. qd© óthousandô 89. md¾ óBuffalo hornô 

.m. .k.112. mn© ócockroachô 413. kn¾ ówater leechô 

.s. .srG.305. sE¾ óto poundô 300. sGrE© óto plantô 

.sG..srG.216. sGE¾ ódrumô 300. sGrE© óto plantô 

.j..jG.354. jE© óto be fullô 75. jGE© ódeerô 

.j. .f.171. j¬¾ ópersonô 194. f¬¾ óblanketô 

.j. .>.354. jE© óto be fullô 82. >E© óto barkô 

.f. .>.50. ftë¾ ómushroomô 11. >t© óshadowô 

.f. .g.50. ftë¾ ómushroomô 70. wt ópounded riceô 

.á. .i. 411. án¾ ópangolinô 435. in¾ óeasyô 

.srG..cY.391. srGn© óto be strongô 381. cYn© óto be wetô 

.srG..R.374. srGt¾ óto be sweetô 293. Rt© óto launderô 

.srG..Å. 374. srGt¾ óto be sweetô 79. Åt© óporcupineô 

.srG. .á. 391. srGn© óto be strongô 411. án¾ ópangolinô 

.cY. .R.241. cYh© óto suckô 23. Rh¾ ówaterô 

.l..m. 90. ld¾ ótailô 89. md¾ óBuffalo hornô 

.g..j. 416. gd¾ óI (1S)ô 278. jd¾ óto returnô 

.i..v. 295. oGid¾ óto hitô 317. ovd¾ óto buyô 

.cY..i.381. cYn© óto be wetô 435. in¾ óeasyô 

.cY..Å. 241. cYh© óto suckô 269. Åh¾ óto dieô 

.cY..á. 241. cYh© óto suckô 247. áh¾ óto shoutô 

.f. .w.50. ftë¾ ómushroomô 70. wt¾ ópounded riceô 

.w..>. 70. wt¾ ópounded riceô 11. >t© óshadowô 
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.>..g. 288. >h© óto giveô 186. gh© óhouseô 

.>..jG.11. >t© óshadowô 236. jGt© óto coughô 

.>..i. 232. >n¾ óto drinkô 435. in¾ óeasyô 

Table 51. Consonant Contrast Chart 

3.3.4 Monumanaw Vowels 

There are ten plain vowels. No diphthongs were observed in Monumanaw. 

3.3.4.1 Monumanaw Observed Vowel Chart 

 There are five unrounded front vowels, one open-mid unrounded central vowel, one 

close unrounded back vowel and a close-mid unrounded back vowel and three 

rounded back vowels. The open-mid unrounded central vowel occurs rarely and has 

been observed only with bilabial, alveolar and velar plosives /o/+/s/+/j/ and /c/.  
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Close h Ó t

Close-mid d E n
Open-mid D ¬

Open-mid é

Open `

Table 52.  Phonemic Vowels 
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3.3.4.2 Monumanaw Phonemic Distribution 

The central open-mid vowel /é/ is too rare to accompany all consonants. The 

following chart shows the vowels association consonants.  

 

Consonants 

Vowels 

h d D ` é t E n ¬
oG - 40 - 172 - 139 - 44 39 

o 134 147 27 419 142 180 - 86 434 

a - 354 - 207 - 68 196 347 49 

sG - - 225 32 - 31 216 341 123 

s 405 337 405 107 146 342 305 208 312 

c 96 69 281 296 253 345 195 339 352 

jG 134 - 319 135 - 265 36 26 181 

j - 112 308 422 - 221 74 382 117 

f - - - - - 50 - - 90 

> 288 167 27 418 - 11 82 232 100 

l 47 90 400 177 - 170 - 173 175 

m 277 89 118 417 - 277 121 112 357 

q - 33 - 371 - - - 267 262 

srG 81 - 237 318 - 374 300 391 279 

rG 23 99 - 259 - 298 - - 303 

cY 280 356 204 293 - 384 399 381 - 

Å 269 420 67 4 - 79 38 96 143 

á 247 358 - 244 - - 76 411 - 

g 186 416 377 26 - 70 - 65 - 

i 161 423 109 373 - 109 - 435 199 

k 242 364 408 3 - 302 29 413 283 

v 165 304 7 322 - - - 48 - 

Table 53. Vowel Distribution Chart in Monumanaw 
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3.3.4.3 Monumanaw Revised Inventory 

Monumanaw Vocalic Contrasts 
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.h. .d.186. gh© óhouseô 416. gd¾ óI (1S)ô 

.h. .D.242. kh© óto lickô 408. kD¾ órice fieldô 

.d. .D.364. kd¾ óredô 408. kD¾ órice fieldô 

.h. .D.242. kh© óto lickô 408. kD¾ órice fieldô 

.`. .D.3. k¾̀ ómoonô 408. kD¾ órice fieldô 

.`. .é. 296. c©̀ óto splitô 257. cé© óto waitô 

.D. .é. 95. jé¾>E© óto be deafô 224. jD©Rh© óto seeô 

.d. .é. 278. jd¾ óto returnô 95. jé¾>E© óto be deafô 

.E. .t.29. kE¾ óstoneô 302. kt© óto buryô 

.E. .n.413. kn¾ ówater leechô 29. kE¾ óstoneô 

.n. .¬. 413. kn¾ ówater leechô 283. k¬¾ óto fallô 

.t. .n.302. kt© óto buryô 413. kn¾ ówater leechô 

.E. .¬. 29. kE¾ óstoneô 283. k¬¾ óto fallô 

.E. .é. 354. jE© óto be fullô 95. jé¾>E© óto be deafô 

.E. .d. 29. kE¾ óstoneô 364. kd¾ óredô 

.`. .¬. 3. k¾̀ ómoonô 283. k¬¾ óto fallô 

Table 54. Vowel Contrast Chart 

3.3.5 Monumanaw Tones  

3.3.5.1 Monumanaw Observed tones 

According to this data, there are four contrastive tones in Monumanaw. Each tone is 

referred to by demonstrating diacritics. They are high /©/, high-mid /°/, mid /́ / and 

low /¾/. The shape of the tone diacritics will be seen in the following chart. 
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 High High-mid Mid Low 

Shape © ° ´ ¾ ¾ë
kn© k¬° kń kn¾ s¬¾ë

 209. 372. 210. 413.  101. 

 óspoonô óbe the sameô óplateô ówater leechô ófishô 

Table 55. Demonstrating Diacritic Tones in Monumanaw 

3.3.5.2 Monumanaw Description (including allophones) 

Monumanaw Tone Contrasts 
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.©. .°. 98. ch© óeggô 106. ch° ófrogô 

.°. .́. 5. kt° ócloudô 210. kń óplateô 

.́. .¾. 34. sdë́ óironô 138. sd¾ óbackô 

.©. .́. 227. >©̀ óto eatô 418. >¾̀ óhe/she/itô 

.°. .¾. 106. ch° ófrogô 53. ch¾ ósugarcaneô 

.©. .¾. 82. >E© óto barkô 360. >E¾ óthisô 

Table 56. Tone Contrast Chart in Monumanaw 

According to this data, all pairs are in contrasts. There are very rare to find out the 

contrast of the high-mid tone and mid tone. Only one pair of CAE with the consonant 

/k/ is found. 
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3.3.5.3 Monumanaw Initial consonant tone correlations 

The initial consonants and tones correlation can be shown in the following charts.  

 

Table 57. Tones and Consonants Co-relationship 

The high and low tones occur with all of the consonants, but the high-mid tone only 

occurs with the consonants /oG/, /d/, /R/, /cY/, /Å/ and /k/. The mid tone only occurs 

with /o/, /t/, /jG/ and /k/. These two sets of consonants do not form natural classes, 

and so further data may fill in these gaps. 

3.3.5.4 Monumanaw Vowels and tones correlations 

 

 

 

 

Table 58. Vowels and Tones Co-relationship 

C
o

n
s
o-

n
a

n
ts

 

 

Tones  

C
o

n
s
o

n-

a
n

ts
 Tones 

© ° ´ ¾ © ° ´ ¾

oG 141 213 - 139  m 18 - - 89 

o 234 - 152 205  q 262 - - 371 

a 49 - - 220  srG237 - - 318 

sG 81 - - 216  R 168 263 - 99 

s 360 - 34 138  cY 241 280 - 399 

c 98 106  69  Å 110 63 - 421 

jG 75 - 35 169  á 392 - - 76 

j 354 - - 278  g 186 - - 416 

f 90 - - 50  i 161 - - 373 

> 288 - - 418  k 209 372 210 413 

l 1 - - 217  v 165 - - 149 

V
o

w
e

ls
 

 

Tones  

V
o

w
e

ls
 Tones 

© ° ´ ¾ © ° ´ ¾

h 81 280 330 47  Ó - - - 14 

d 167 - 34 99  t 79 63 - 70 

D 184 - - 281  E 38 - 35 305 

` 135 213 - 219  n 48  152 176 

é 257 - - 395  ¬ 49 372 - 175 
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Monumanaw Distribution of Tones in a Three Syllable Words 

There are some three syllables of tones that are distributed in Monumanaw. The three 

syllable words of tones that are contrast in each other can be seen in the following 

chart. There is no mid-high and mid tones occur in the three syllable initial.  

No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 © © ©   © ¾ ´  

155. jG¬ cÓ Å̀ ócalfô 152. jG¬ k¬ on ólegô 

 © © ¾   © ¾ ¾  

16. l` g` mtóyesterdayô 28. g` jn ln ódustô 

 © ¾ ©    

27. g` oD >D ómudô   

 

No Words gloss No Words gloss 

 ¾ © ©   ¾ ¾ °  

9. k` vn Rd ólightningô 372. >` k¬ k¬ óto be the sameô 

 ¾ © ¾   ¾ ¾ ¾  

5. on >n kt ócloudô 13. kt ltÅ̀ ódayô 

 ¾ ¾ ©    

12. kt lt g` ónightô   

Table 59. The Distribution of Three Tones Chart 

There are four contranstive tones in Monumanaw. With three syllable words this 

means that there are sixty-four possible patterns. Out of these sixty-four possible 

patterns, only ten patterns are seen in three syllable words in Kayah. Fifty-four kinds 

of the three syllable word types do not appear in Monumanaw. There are no examples 

of M or HM occurring on the first or second syllable of three syllable words. And 

there is a strong tendency for them to also not occur on the final syllable. 
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3.3.5.5 Monumanaw Tone pattern analysis 

The following chart shows Luceôs tone patterns and Haudricourtôs 3x3 chart.  

 *A  *B  *D 

*Aspirated III  VI  

V 

VIII  

 *Voiceless II  

*Voiced I IV VII  

According to the chart that Solnit and Bennett used the aspirated and voiceless rows 

were merged. And it is not 3x3 grid but 3x2 grid. The following chart shows how 

Bennett (1992) analyzed Monumanaw by using 3x2 grid. 

Manumanaw (Bennett 1992) 

 A B D 
*Non-voiced 11 33 55 
*Voiced 1ë1ë 4ë5ë 3ë3ë 

The data used in this thesis produced a different tone chart of Bennett. The most 

significant differences are in the column ïB, the proto non-voiced cell where the tone 

is higher and the protovoiced ïB the protovoiced cell is lower than what Bennett did. 

And the column D, the protovoiced cell is lower than Bennett did and it has no 

breathy phonation. The reason why they are different from each other is that the 

different dialects were elicitated.  

Monumanaw (Myar 2003) 

 A B D 

*non-voiced 11 55 55 

*Voiced 11 1ë1ë 11 

3.4 Yintale  

3.4.1 Yintale Syllable Structure  

There are eight syllable types observed in Yintale. They are CVT, CVVT, CVC, 

CVVCT, CCVT, CCVCT, CCVVT and CCCVVT. The syllable types of CV, CVV 

and CVC occur with all of the five tones. CVVC does not occur with falling tone /¥/. 

The CCVV tone does not associate with the rising tone /ă/. CCVVC occurs with only 
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low tone /¾/. CCCVV only associates with the low tone and the rising tone. CCVC 

does not go with mid-tone and rising tone. 

The syllable structure type of CVT includes a single consonant represented by C, a 

vowel represented by V and a tone represented by T. All of the tones and syllable 

structures will be seen in the following table.  

Syllable 

types 

Tones 
© ´ ¾ ¥ ă

 .k©̀. .k`́. .k¾̀. .k¥̀. .ată.
CV 303. 43. 432 3. 263. 

 óto winnowô óleafô ówarmô ómoonô ówhiteô 
 .ldh©. .k`h́. .k`h¾. .k`hă. .sGE¥.
CVV 260. 283. 408. 415. 216. 

 óbe angryô ófallô órice fieldô óearthwormô ódrumô 
.jGtM©. .j`ḿ. .qhM¾. .cYtM¥. .ctMă.

CVC 80. 7. 51. 286. 345. 

 óRatô óRainô ócane/rattanô óto sinkô óbe thickô 
.Rdhm©. .cnḾ. .rdhmă.

CVVC 103. 221. - - 38. 

 óhouse lizardô óknifeô   ótreeô 
.jGkD©. .jGkD.́ .ok¾̀. .sGvD¥. .ovhă.

CCV 185. 219. 219. 356. 367. 

 óboatô óarrowô óarrowô óleft sideô óbe dirtyô 
.jGvdh©. .cYvdh.́ .jkE¾. .kvdh¥.

CCVV 159. 280. 388. 325. - 

 óboneô óto pullô óbe smoothô ófourô  
.jGkvdh¾. .jGkvdhă.

CCCVV - - 57. - 410. 

   óbananaô  órice seedlingô 
.okhM©. .jGvdM.́ .oi`M¾. oktM¥

CCVC 203. 240. 171. 302. - 

 óring (finger) óto whistleô ópersonô óto buryô  

Table 60. Syllable Types Occurring with Tones 

3.4.2 Yintale Consonants  

The consonant inventory of Yintale includes 24 consonants. In this data, [Å] only 

occurs where the consonant [R] never occurs; [R] occurs before vowels /h/, /Ó/ and 

/dh/. Thus, [R] is an allophone of the phoneme /Å/. The consonants [ē] and /M/ never 

occur in the same environment. Therefore, the consonant [ē] is an allophone of /M/. 
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The consonant [r] never occurs in the same environment as [sR]. Thus, [sR] is an 

allophone of /r/. These variations will be explained in the following sections. The 

summary phoneme chart can be seen in below.   

Yintale Phonemic Consonants 
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Plosives 

vl. Unasp o s j >
vl. Asp oG sG jG
vd. a c f

 

Fricatives 

 

vl Å á w g
vl Asp rG
voiced u r

Affricate  vd cY
Nasals vd l m M
approx.  v i
Lat. Appro   k

Table 61. Yintale Phonemic Consonants 

3.4.2.1 Yintale Plosives 

The voiceless unaspirated bilabial plosive /oG/ occurs with the six pure vowels of /t/, 

/n/, /¬/, /̀ /, /h/ and /Ó/, and the diphthongs .`t. and .`h.. It cannot be found 

occurring with the rest of the vowels. It only occurs syllable initial, but never occurs 

as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.oG.ZoGt©\ 101. ófishô 

ZoG`M¥\ 39. óbranchô 

ZoG¬́\ 58. ópapayaô 

ZoGh©\ 253. óto forgetô 

ZoGÓ́\ 342. óto be shortô 

ZoGn©\ 293. óto launderô 

ZoG`t©\ 144. óintestinesô 

ZoG`h©\ 52. ókapokô 
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The voiceless bilabial plosive /p/ occurs with the eight plain vowels /h/, /E/, /d/, /D/, 

/ ë̀/, /é/, /n/ and /t/, and two diphthongs /au/ and /ei/. It only occurs syllable initial and 

never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters.  

.o.Zoh©\ 121. óbrainô 

ZodḾ\ 350. óto be narrowô 

ZoD¾\ 281. óto kickô 

Zoë̀¾\ 256. óto hateô 

Zoé¾\ 88. óBuffaloô 

Zot¾\ 86. ócowô 

Zonm©\ 28. ódustô 

ZoÉ\ 205. ópotô 

Zo`t¥\ 306. óto cookô 

Zodh́\ 117. óbutterflyô 

The three plain vowels /E/, /D/, and /é/ and are restrictive with the initial consonant of 

the voiced bilabial plosive /a/. It only occurs syllable initial and never occurs as the 

second element in consonant clusters.  

.a.Zah©\ 340. óto be smallô 

ZadḾ\ 192. ómatô 

Za`Ḿ\ 49. óbamboo shootô 

Zaé¾\ 68. ópaddy riceô 

ZaÓ¥\ 196. óto weaveô 

Zat©\ 128. ócheekô 

Zań\ 347. óto be fatô 

Zadh́\ 163. óskinô 

Za`h©\ 162. ófatô 

Za`t¾\ 53. ósugarcaneô 

The voiceless aspirated  alveolar plosive /sG/ occurs with the plain vowels /h/, /D/, /̀ /, 

/t/, /Ó/, /E/, /n/ and /¬/ and the diphthong /au/. It only occurs syllable initial, and never 

occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 
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.sG.ZsGằ\ 32. ógoldô 

ZsGnM\́ 15. ónoonô 

ZsG¬©\ 247 óto shoutô 

ZsGtM¥\ 31. ólimeô 

ZsGÓ¥\ 290. óto wipeô 

ZsGD©\ 352. óto be shallowô 

ZsGh©\ 53. ósugarcaneô 

ZsGE¥\ 216. ódrumô 

ZsG`t¥\ 116. óflyô 

The voiceless unaspirated alveolar plosive /s/ occurs with the pure vowels //̀, /D/, /n/, 

/t/, /¬/, /é/ and /E/. It occurs with the diphthongs /dh/ and /̀ h/. It only occurs syllable 

initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.s. Zs¾̀\ 101. ófishô 

ZsD¾\ 151. óbuttocksô 

Zsé¾\ 322. óoneô 

Zsnm¾\ 10. óthunderô 

ZsÓ́\ 352. óto be shallowô 

Zst©\ 191. ówall of houseô 

Zs¬©\ 419. ówe (I pl)ô 

ZsEḿ\ 342. óto be shortô 

Zs`h¾\ 283. óto fallô 

Zsdh́\ 215. ócandleô 

The voiced alveolar plosive /c/ occurs with the plain vowels /h/, /D/, /t/, /Ó/, /n/, /¬/ 

and /E/, and the diphthongs /̀t/ and /dh/. It only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs 

as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.c. Zch©\ 95. ówingô 

ZcE©\ 361. óthatô 

Zc¬©\ 393. óto be tiredô 

Zct©\ 257. óto waitô 

ZcD¥\ 288. óto giveô 

ZcÓ©\ 322. óone personô 

Zcn¥\ 183. óvillageô 

Zc`t©\ 157. ófootô 

Zcdh©\ 187. ódoorô 
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There are the five plain vowels //̀, /¬/, /h/ /t/ and /D/ occurring with the voiceless 

velar plosive /jG/. The vowels /d/, /é/, /Ó/ and /E/ dose not occur with /jG/. No 

diphthongs occur with the voiceless aspirated velar plosive /jG/. It only occurs 

syllable initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.jG.ZjG`́\ 135. óchinô 

ZjGh©\ 12. ónightô 

ZjGt¥\ 179. óbrother elderô 

ZjGD©\ 66. ócornô 

ZjG¬́\ 56. óliquorô 

There are five plain vowels /̀/, /¬/, /E/, /t/ and /n/ occurring with the voiceless velar 

plosive /j/. There are three diphthongs in Yintale, and all of them occur with the 

consonant /j/. The consonant only occurs syllable initial, it never occurs as the 

second element in consonant clusters. 

.j. Zj`́\ 320. óto payô 

ZjnM¾\ 193. ópillowô 

Zjt́\ 211. ófirewoodô 

Zj¬́\ 44. óflowerô 

ZjÉ\ 89. óhornô 

Zj`t́\ 214. ósmokeô 

Zjdh¾\ 426. óto bendô 

Zj`h¥\ 308. óto burnô 

The voiced velar plosive /f/ occurs with the plain vowels /̀ë/, /E/, /o/, and /E/. It also 

occurs with the diphthongs /̀t/ and /̀ h/ and. It only occurs syllable initial. 

.f. Zfë́̀\ 406. óhow many personô 

ZfD́\ 153. óThighô 

Zfn©\ 159. óclothingô 

ZfÉ\ 198. ósarongô 

Zf`t¥\ 295. óto hitô 

Zf`h́\ 282. óto throwô 
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The eight plain vowels /h/, /n/, /D/, /̀ /, /d/, /E/, /t/ and /¬/ occur with the voiced glottal 

plosive />/. Only the diphthong /dh/ occurs with the consonant. It only occurs syllable 

initial, it never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.>. Z>h©\ 71. ósaltô 

Z>n¾\ 397. ónakedô 

Z>D©\ 360. óthisô 

Z>`Ḿ\ 227. óto eatô 

Z>¬©\ 232. óto drinkô 

Z>tḾ\ 334. óto be manyô 

Z>dḾ\ 137. ówhatô 

Z>E©\ 395. óto be deafô 

Z>dh́\ 83. óto biteô 

3.4.2.2 Yintale Nasals 

The seven plain vowels /h/, /D/, /̀ /, /¬/, /E/, /n/, and /Ó/ occur with the bilabial nasal 

/l/. All diphthongs occur with the bilabial nasal. It not only occurs syllable initial but 

also occurs as the second element in consonant clusters. 

.l. Zlhë́\ 212. ófireô 

Zl̀¾\ 175. óson in lawô 

ZlÓ́\ 299. óto grindô 

Zl¬©\ 1. óskyô 

ZlD¾\ 396. óbaldô 

ZlE¾\ 2. ósunô 

Zlń\ 179c ósisterô 

Zl`t¥\ 217. ógongô 

Zl`h¾\ 123. óforeheadô 

Zldh©\ 113. ósnailô 

The voiced alveolar nasal /m/ occurs with the plain vowels /h/, /D/, /̀ /, /E/, /t/, /Ó/ and 

/¬/, it occurs with the diphthongs /`h/ and /nt/. It occurs syllable initial and final, it 

never occurs as the second element in consonant clusters.  
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.m. Zmh©\ 412. ócreatedô 

Zmdh́\ 18. óyearô 

ZmD́\ 251. óto thinkô 

Zm¾̀\ 88. óbuffaloô 

Zm`h́\ 273. óto kneelô 

ZmÓ¾\ 361. óthatô 

Zmt¾\ 277. óto enterô 

ZmE¾\ 87. ómilkô 

Zm¬¾\ 268. óto shiverô 

The velar nasal /M/ occurs with a plain vowel /̀/, and two diphthongs /dh/ and /̀ h/. 

The consonant occurs syllable initial and final, but it never occurs as the second 

element in a consonant cluster.  

 

.M. ZMdh©\ 316. óto fightô 

ZM`́\ 138. óbackô 

ZM`h¾\ 326. ófiveô 

 

The palatal nasal /ē/ occurs with two plain vowels /d/ and /Ó/, and the diphthong /̀t/. 

This consonant only occurs in the initial position.  

 

Zēd́\ 323. ótwoô 

Zḕ t́\ 337. óbe fewô 

ZēÓ¾\ 77. ógibbonô 

3.4.2.3 Yintale Fricatives and Affricates 

The voiced labiodentals fricative /u/ occurs before the vowels /h/, /d/, /D/, /̀ / and /Ó/. 

The consonant only occurs in the initial position, it never occurs in the other 

environment.  

.u.Zuh¾\ 231. óbe thirstyô 

Zud́\ 282. óto throwô 

ZuD¾\ 179. óelder brotherô 

Zu`́\ 176. óhusbandô 

ZuÓ©\ 414. ówater leechô 
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In this data, the consonant /r/ is an allophone with the alveolar affricate [sR]. The 

consonant [sR] occurs before vowels /Ó/ and /t/. On the contrary,  /r/ occurs before 

/dh/, /¬/ and /̀ /. Thus, [sR] is an allophone of the phoneme /r/. It only occurs in the 

initial position, it does not occur in the second and final position. The alveolar 

affricate [sR] occurs with the two vowels /Ó/ and  /t/. It only occurs in the initial 

position.  

Rule 13. Affrication .r.             [sR]             [+ high back] 

                                 .r.            [r] /elsewhere 

.r. Zr`́\ 4. óstarô 

Zr¬©\ 253. óto forgetô 

Zrdhmă\ 38. ótreeô 

ZsRÓ©\ 20. ówestô 

ZsRt©\ 75. ódeerô 

The alveolar fricative /rG/ occurs with six plain vowels /D/, /̀ /, /Ó/, /E/, /t/ and /n/, 

and the diphthong /̀t/. It occurs syllable initial but never occurs as the second and 

final syllable.  

.rG.ZrGD©\ 331. ótenô 

ZrG©̀\ 264. óto hurtô 

ZrG`t©\ 305. óto poundô 

ZrGÓ©\ 158. óheelô 

ZrGt́\ 24. óriverô 

ZrGÉ\ 96. ófeatherô 

ZrGnM\́ 143. óliverô 

 

 The consonant /Å/ is an allophone with the alveolar fricative [R]. The consonant [R] 

occurs before vowels /h/, /Ó/ and /dh/. On the contrary,  /Å/ occurs before /D/, /̀ /, /t/ 

/¬/ and /n/. Thus, [R] is an allophone of the phoneme /Å/.  
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Rule 14. Palatalization:  .Å.              [R]              .h., .Ó., .dh. 

                                       .Å.             [Å]               .D., .`., .t., .n.and /¬/ 

.Å. ZÅD¥\ 269. óto dieô 

ZÅ¥̀\ 239. óto breatheô 

ZÅtMă\ 362. óblackô 

ZÅnḾ\ 79. óporcupineô 

ZÅ¬©\ 249. óto smileô 

ZRh©\ 56. óliquorô 

ZRdhḿ\ 186. óhouseô 

ZRÓ©\ 107. óinsectô 

The voiced palatal fricative /á/ occurs with the vowels, /̀/, /Ó/, /E/, /t/ and /¬/. There 

is one diphthong /̀t/ occurring with the voiced palatal fricative /á/. This consonant 

only occurs in the initial position.  

.á. Zá`́\ 161. ófleshô 

ZáÓ́\ 358. óbe farô 

Zát©\ 76. ómonkeyô 

Zá¬¾\ 351. óbe deepô 

ZáE¾\ 390. óbe slowô 

Zá`t¾\ 80. óratô 

The velar fricative /w/ occurs before the six plain vowels /h/, /d/, /E/, /Ó/, /¬/ and /t/, 

and it also occurs with three diphthongs /dh/, /̀ h/ and /̀ t/. It only occurs in the initial 

position.  

.w. ZwhM¾\ 51. ócaneô 

Zwd©\ 333. óthousandô 

Zwdh¥\ 380. óbe dryô 

Zw`h́\ 310. óto workô 

Zw`t¥\ 250. óto singô 

ZwÓ́\ 160. óribô 

ZwtM©\ 222. óto hearô 

ZwÉ\ 254. óto chooseô 

Zw¬¾\ 17. ótomorrowô 



 

 119 

The glottal fricative /g/ occurs with the plain vowels /d/, /D/, /̀ /, /Ó/, /t/ and /¬/, and it 

also occurs with two diphthong vowels /`h/ and /̀ t/. It occurs only in the initial 

position.  

.g. ZgdḾ\ 399. óbe badô 

ZgD©\ 419. óweô 

Zg©̀\ 276. óto comeô 

ZgÓ©\ 278. óto returnô 

Zgt©\ 139. óbellyô 

Zg¬©\ 249. óto lieô 

Zg`h¥\ 377. óbe spicyô 

Zg`t¾\ 70. ópounded riceô 

The post-alveolar affricate /cY/ occurs before the plain vowels of /h/, /D/, /̀ /, /Ó/, /E/, 

/t/ and /¬/. It also occurs before the three diphthongs /dh/, /̀ h/ and /̀ t/. It only occurs 

in the initial position.  

.cY.ZcYh́\ 21. ónorthô 

ZcYdh¥\ 241. óto suckô 

ZcYD́\ 383. óto be coldô 

ZcY©̀\ 292. óto be weakô 

ZcY`h¾\ 413. ówater leechô 

ZcY`t©\ 203. óringô 

ZcYÓ©\ 204. ópaperô 

ZcYtM¥\ 286. óto sinkô 

ZcYE¥\ 289. óto tieô 

ZcY¬©\ 357. óto be straightô 

3.4.2.4 Yintale Approximants 

The alveolar trill /q/ is an allophone with palatal approximate /i/. The trill only occurs 

after the voiced velar plosive /f/. It never occurs in the initial and final position. The 

palatal approximate /i/ occurs with the vowels of /d/, /̀ /, /t/, /E/, /D/, and /¬/. But the 

vowel /d/ only occurs in cluster consonants, it never goes with the initial consonant 

/i/.  This consonant not only occurs in the initial position but it also occurs in the 

second position.   
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.i. ZoGidM\́ 55. óopiumô 

ZiD́\ 199. ótrousersô 

Zi¾̀\ 284. óto swimô 

Zi`t¾\ 197. óto dyeô 

Zit©\ 435. óeasyô 

ZiE¾\ 431. ódisgustingô 

Zi¬©\ 379.  óbe swellô 

Zfq`h\́ 348. óbe skinnyô 

ZfqÓ¥\ 297. óto cutô 

The voiced labal-velar approximate /v/ occurs with the plain vowels /h/, /d/, /̀ /, /D/, 

/n/, and the diphthong /dh/. It rarely occurs in the initial position, only one word is 

found in this data occurring in the initial position. Most of them occur in the second 

position.  

.v.Zovh¾\ 144. óintestinesô 

ZsGvdM\́ 235. óto spitô 

ZovD©\ 354. óbe fullô 

Zov`́\ 248. óto answerô 

Zvń\ 102. ósnakeô 

Zovdh¾\ 245. óto speakô 

The alveolar lateral approximate /k/ occurs with all vowels except. It occurs in the 

initial and second position.  

.k.Zjkh́\ 396. óbaldô 

ZkdḾ\ 364. óredô 

Zokdh©\ 147. óarmpitô 

ZkDë́\ 369. óto be oldô 

Zk¾̀\ 1. óskyô 

Zk`hă\ 415. óearthwormô 

Zk`t¾\ 270. óGhostô 

Zké¾\ 294. óto batheô 

ZokÓ©\ 134. ógumsô 

Zkt¾\ 335. óallô 

ZkE¾\ 29. óstoneô 

Zjkn¾\ 65. ógarlicô 

Zk¬́\ 249. óto lieô 
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3.4.2.5 Yintale Revised Inventory 

Yintale Syllabic Nuclei and Final Consonants 

There are only two consonants which occur in final as well as initial position, /m/ and 

M/. The two consonants /m/ and /M/ are unreleased in final. Sometimes it is hard to 

distinguish between them. The consonant /n/ is slightly shorter than /M/ in final 

position. The final consonant  /n/ occur after five simple vowels /h/, /D/, /̀ /, /n/ and 

/E/. Only one diphthong vowels /dh/ occurs before final /m/. These five plain vowels 

/h/, /d/, /̀ /, /n/, /t/ and two diphthong vowels /dh/ and /nt/ occur before final /M/.  

V
o

w
e

ls
 Final 

Consonants 

 

V
o

w
e

ls
 Final 

Consonants 

m M  m M

h 167 51  E 342 - 

d - 192  n 28 143 

D 6 -  ¬ - - 

` 5 49  dh 39 103 

é - -  `h - - 

Ó - -  `t - - 

t - 362    

Table 62. Vowel and Final Consonant Correlations 

3.4.3 Yintale Consonant Clusters 

Four consonants may occur as medial in consonant cluster. They /q/, /i/, /v/ and /k/. 

3.4.3.1 Yintale Observed consonant clusters 

Yintale CCV Consonant Clusters With /w/  

There are eleven
4
 kinds of CC clusters with /w/ in Yintale. They are  /fv/, /jv/,  /jGv/, 

/sGv/, /ov/, /oGv/, /av/, /lv/, /cYv/, /Åv/ and /kv/. Even though Yintale is very small 

                                                 
4 Wa Aung dialect used in this thesis 
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group, there are two main dialects, they are: Wa Aung dialect
5
 and Bawlakhe dialect

6
. 

This thesis focuses on Wa Aung dialect. To the best of my knowledge is mostly 

whenever Wa Aung dialect says /f/, for Bawlakhe dialect is /jG/, and while Wa Aung 

say /v/, for Bawlakhe dialect is /q/ in clusters. But for initial word, while Wa Aung 

says /w/, Bawlakhe is /q/, and for vowels, while Wa Aung says /D/, Bawlakhe is /̀ h/. 

It is a snapshot of the author comes across in my different informants.  

Clusters  No Words  gloss 

fv 295. [fv`t¥] óto hitô 

jv 15. Zjvd́\ ónoonô 

jGv 159. ZjGvD©\ óI (1S)ô 

sGv 94. ZsGvdh\́ óbirdôs nestô 

oGv 389. ZoGv`h¥\ óbe fastô 

ov 144. Zovh¾\ óintestinesô 

av 406. ZavD©\ óHow manyô 

lv 400. Zlvdh¥\ óbe correctô 

cYv 280. ZcYvdh\́ óto pullô 

Åv 164. ZÅvdh\́ óbloodô 

kv 349. Zkv`h¥\ óbe wideô 

Yintale CCV consonant clusters with [ q ]  

There is only one kind of CCV consonant clusters with [r] in Yintale. It is /fq/.  

Clusters  No Words  English 

fq 297. ZfqÓ¥\ óto cutô 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
5 A dialect spoken in Wa Aung village located in the Phasaung Township, Kayah State, Burma. 

6 A dialect spoken in Bawlakhe town, Kayah State, Burma.  



 

 123 

Yintale CCV Consonants Clusters With /k/  

There are four consonant clusters with /k/ in Yintale.  They are /ok/, /oGk/, /jk/ and 

/jGk/. 

Clusters No Words  Gloss 

jk 208. ZjkD©\ ópestleô 

jGk 185. ZjGkD©\ óboatô 

oGk 46. ZoGkn\́ óseedô 

ok 131. Zokh¾\ ótongueô 

Yintale CCV Consonants Clusters With /i/  

There are two consonant clusters with /i/ in Yintale.  They are /oGi/ and /oi/. These 

clusters follow after the voiceless bilabial plosives /oG/ and /o/.  

Clusters  No Words  Gloss 

oi 171. .oi`M¾. ópersonô 

oGi 55. .oGidM.́ óopiumô 

Yintale CCCV Consonants Clusters With /v/ 

There is only one type of three consonant clusters with /v/ in Yintale.  It is /jGkv/.  

Clusters No Words  gloss 

jGkv 57. ZjGkvdh¾\ óbananaô 
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3.4.3.2 Yintale Description and Distribution  

Initial consonants 

S
e

c
o

n
d
 

c
o

n
s
o

n
a

n
ts 

o oG a sG j jG f l cY Å k
k 131 46 - - 208 185 - - - - - 

q - - - - - - 297 - - - - 

i 171 55 - - - - - - - - - 

v 144 389 406 94 15 159 - 400 280 164 349 

 

Table 63. Example of Yintale Consonant Cluster 

Yintale Consonant distributions 

Some closed syllables are found in Yintale. Out of four languages, only Yintale has 

final syllables. Mostly the nasal consonants of /m/ and /M/ are found in the final 

position. The velar nasal /M/ mostly occurs in the final position, and a few of words 

are found in the initial position. The alveolar trill /q/ only occurs after the voiced velar 

plosive /f/. The following chart shows the consonants occurring in the initial position, 

between two vowels and codas.  

Consonants 

 o oG a s sG c j jG f > l m ē M
$ --------- 86 174 128 64 32 106 211 135 297 167 69 47 84 138 

V ----- V 117 101 340 215 396 221 37 179 282 395 113 88 37 19 

-------- $ - - - - - - - - - - - 28 - 3 

 

First Consonants 

 q u r rG R cY sR Å á w g i k v
$ -------- - 48 39 99 56 398 75 79 97 51 26 418 335 102 

V ----- V - 9 4 91 103 292 - 45 358 14 249 284 364 - 

-------- $ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Table 64. Yintale Consonant Distributions  
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Yintale Phonetically similar consonants 
M

in
im

a
l 
p

a
ir 

N
u

m
b

e
rs 

S
u

s
p

e
c
t 

P
a

ir 

G
lo

s
s 

N
u

m
b

e
rs 

S
u

s
p

e
c
t 

P
a

ir 

G
lo

s
s 

.o..oG.86 .ot¾. ócowô 101. .oGt©. ófishô 

.o..a. 86 .ot¾. ócowô 128. .at©. ócheekô 

.a..l. 223. .a©̀. óto smellô 117. .l©̀. ówifeô 

.o. .l.306. .o`t¥. óto cookô 217. .l`t¥. ógongô 

.a..v. 347. .ań. óbe fatô 102. .vń. ósnakeô 

.l..v. 179. .lń. ósisterô 102. .vń. ósnakeô 

.s..sG.284. .s¾̀. óto swimô 32. .sGằ. ógoldô 

.s..c. 403. .s¬©. ówhereô 393. .c¬©. óbe tiredô 

.c..m. 393. .c¬©. óbe tiredô 336. .m¬¾. ósomeô 

.c. .q.404. .cÓ©. ówhoô 297. .fqÓ¥. óto cutô 

.c. .k.249. .k¬́. óto lieô 393. .c¬©. óbe tiredô 

.c..cY.393. .c¬©. óbe tiredô 357. .cY¬©. óbe straightô 

.q. .k.348. .fq`h.́ óbe skinnyô 408. .k`h¾. órice fieldô 

.q. .m.348. .fq`h.́ óbe skinnyô 273. .m`h́. óto kneelô 

.m. .k.273. .m`h́. óto kneelô 408. .k`h¾. órice fieldô 

.s. .sR.352. .sÓ́. óbe shallowô 20. .sRÓ©. ówestô 

.sG..sR.386. .sGÓ́. óbe heavyô 20. .sRÓ©. ówestô 

.j..jG.320. .j`́. óto payô 313. .jG©̀. óto shootô 

.j. .f.205. .j`t́. ópotô 295. .f`t¥. óto hitô 

.j. .>.44. .j¬́. óflowerô 232. .>¬©. óto drinkô 

.f. .>.153. .fD́. óThighô 27. .>D©. ómudô 

.f. .w.282. .f`h́. óto throwô 178. .w`h́. óto workô 

.á. .i. 161. .á̀ .́ ófleshô 284. .i¾̀. óto swimô 

.sR..cY.20. .sRÓ©. ówestô 204. .cYÓ©. ópaperô 

.sR..R.20. .sRÓ©. ówestô 107. .RÓ©. óinsectô 

.sR..Å. 75. .sRt©. ódeerô 362 .ÅtMă. óblackô 

.cY. .á. 292. .cY©̀. óto washô 161. .á̀ .́ ófleshô 

.cY. .R.21. .cYh́. óNorthô 337. .Rh©. óbe fewô 

.l..m. 117. .l©̀. ówifeô 417. .më́̀. óthou (2S)ô 

.g..j. 139. .gt©. óBellyô 211. .jt́. ófirewoodô 

.i..v. 379. .i¬©. óbe swellô 234. .ov¬©. óto vomitô 

.cY..i.357. .cY¬©. óbe straightô 379. .i¬©. óbe swellô 

.cY..Å. 433. .cYD́. ócoolô 269. .ÅD¥. óto dieô 

.r. .Å. 259. .r©̀. óto be afraidô 239. .Å̀¥. óto breatheô 
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.rG. .Å. 264. .rG©̀. óto hurtô 239. .Å̀¥. óto breatheô 

.r. .R.38. .rdhmă. ótreeô 186. .Rdhm.́ óhouseô 

.rG. .R.158. .rGÓ©. óheelô 107. .RÓ©. óinsectô 

.R. .á. 107. .RÓ©. óinsectô 358. .áÓ́. óbe farô 

.cY..á. 204. .cYÓ©. ópaperô 358. .áÓ́. óbe farô 

.w..>. 17. .w¬¾. ótomorrowô 232. .>¬©. óto drinkô 

.>..g. 232. .>¬©. óto drinkô 249. .g¬©. óto lieô 

.>..jG.133. .jGD©. ótoothô 27. .>D©. ómudô 

.>..i. 27. .>D©. ómudô 199. .iD́. ótrousersô 

Table 65. Phonetically Similar Consonants 

3.4.4 Yintale Rhymes 

3.4.4.1 Yintale Observed rhymes 

Phonemically, there are ten plain vowels and three diphthong vowels. The vowel /é/ 

only occurs with the voiced and voiceless bilabial, the voiceless alveolar plosives and 

the palatal approximate /o/, /a/, /c/ and /k/, but very few words are found in this data.  

 

 Front un-

rounded 

Central un-

rounded 

Back un-

rounded 

Back 

rounded 

Close h Ó t
Close-mid d E n
Open-mid D ¬
Open-mid é
Open `

Table 66. Yintale Plain Phoneme Vowels 
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There are three diphthongs. They are /dh/, /̀ h/and /̀ t/. 

Yintale Diphthong phoneme vowels 

 Front un-

rounded 

Back 

rounded 

Close 

Close-mid dh
Open `h `t

Table 67. Yintale Diphthong Phoneme Vowels 

There are ten nasalized vowel types in this language. They are /hM/, /hm/, /dM/, /Dm/, 

/`M/, /̀ m/, /Em/, /nM/, /tM/ and /nm/. 

Yintale Nasalized phoneme vowels 

 Front un-

rounded 

Back un-

rounded 

Back 

rounded 

Close hM hm tM
Close-mid dM Em nM nm
Open-mid Dm
Open `M `m

Table 68. Yintale Nasalized Phoneme Vowels 

3.4.4.2 Yintale Description (including allophones) 

Distribution of Phonemes in Relation to Surrounding Segments in 

Yintale 

The vowel /é/ is too rare to occur with all consonants. Only the consonants /o/, /a/, /s/ 

and /k/ occur with this vowel. The vowel /n/ is an allophone with the diphthongs /nt/. 

The diphthongs /nt/ occurs with the consonants /oG/, /a/, /c/, /l/, /f/ and />/ while the 

plain vowel /n/ occurs elsewhere. And the plain vowel /E/ is too rare to occur with the 

consonants. It only occurs with /s/, and /c/. But the diphthongs /Et/ occurs elsewhere. 

Those two vowels are in contrast, and therefore considered as only one vowel /E/. The 

following chart shows the vowels that occur with consonants.  
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Rule 15. Diphthongization /n/            [nt] #             /l/, /f/, /a/, /oG/ and /c/   

                                           /n/             [n] /elsewhere 

Consonants Vowels 

h d dh D ` `h `t é Ó t E n ¬
oG 253 - - - 213 52 144 - 342 101 - 293 58 

o 351 350 117 27 256 - 179 88 - 86 205 28 - 

a 340 192 40 - 223 - 152 303 196 363 - 183 - 

sG 53 - - 23 32 - 116 - 386 343 216 15 72 

s - - 215 151 101 283 - 77 352 191 34 10 403 

c 106 - 188 98 - - 155 - 322 257 19 221 393 

jG 12 - - 127 135 - - - - 265 - - 402 

j - - 426 - 187 308 129 - - 211 206 193 157 

f - -  153 406 282 295 - - - 198 195 - 

> 167 405 64 360 227 16 309 - - 334 82 397 232 

l 90 - 150 396 429 92 217 - 15 - 142 179 1 

m 412 - 18 251 88 273 - - 361 277 87 - 268 

M - 323 316 - 138 326 337 - 77 - - - - 

q - -  - - 348  - 297 -  - - 

u 231 282 - 179 176 - - - 414 - - - - 

r - - 39 - 4 - - - 20 75 - - 253 

rG - - - 331 264 - 305 - 158 24 96 143 - 

cY 21 - 241 383 292 413 203 - 204 286 289 - 357 

Å 56 - 186 269 239 - - - 107 362 - 79 243 

á - - - - 161 - 80 - 358 76 390 - 351 

w 51 333 380 - - 310 250 - 160 222 254 - 17 

g - 399 - 419 276 377 70 - 278 139 - - 249 

i - 55 - 199 284 - 197 - - 435 431 - 379 

k 396 364 147 369 1 415 270 294 134 335 29 65 249 

v 144 235 245 354 248 349 - - - - - - 102 

Table 69. Vowel Distributions Chart in Yintale 
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Yintale Phonetically similar plain vowels 

Minimal pair No Suspect 

Pair 

Gloss No Suspect 

Pair 

Gloss 

.h. .d.167. Z>hḿ\ óexcrementô 405. Z>dḾ\ ówhatô 

.h. .D.173. Z>h©\ ómotherô 360. Z>D©\ óthisô 

.d. .D.405. Z>dḾ\ ówhatô 360. Z>D©\ óthisô 

..̀ .D. 227. Z>`Ḿ\ óto eatô 360. Z>D©\ óthisô 

.`. .é. 101. Zs¾̀\ ófishô 112 Zsé¾\ ócockroachô 

.D. .é. 151. ZsD¾\ óbuttocksô 112 Zsé¾\ ócockroachô 

.d. .é. 341. ZadḾ\ óto be longô 303. Zaé¾\ óto winnowô 

.E. .t. 20. ZcÉ\ ówestô 257. Zct©\ óto waitô 

.E..n. 344. ZsEḿ\ óto be shortô 10. Zsnm¾\ óthunderô 

.n. .¬. 397. Z>n¾\ ónakedô 403. Z>¬¾\ ówhereô 

.t. .n.407. Z>t©\ óstreamô 397. Z>n¾\ ónakedô 

.E. .¬. 20. ZcÉ\ ówestô 393. Zc¬©\ óto be tiredô 

.E. .é. 344. ZsEḿ\ óto be shortô 322. Zsé¾\ óoneô 

.`. .¬. 227. Z>`Ḿ\ óto eatô 403. Z>¬¾\ ówhereô 

.h. .`h.253. ZoGh©\ óto forgetô 52. ZoG`h© ókapokô 

.h. .dh.351. ZohḾ\ óto be deepô 117. Zodh́\ óbutterflyô 

.`. .`h.213. ZoG`́\ óashesô 52. ZoG`h©\ ókapokô 

.`. .`t.213. ZoG`́\ óashesô 144. ZoG`t©\ óintestinesô 

.`h. .dh.52. ZoG`h© ókapokô 117. Zodh́\ óbutterflyô 

.`h. .`t.52. ZoG`h© ókapokô 144. ZoG`t©\ óintestinesô 

.n. .E. 28. Zonm©\ ódustô 205. ZoÉ\ ópotô 

.dh. .E. 117. Zodh́\ óbutterflyô 205. ZoÉ\ ópotô 

.`t. .E. 73. Zo`t¾\ ótigerô 205. ZoÉ\ ópotô 

.t. .E. 353. Zkt©\ óto be roundô 210. ZkE¾\ óplateô 

.n. .E. 397. Z>n¾\ ónakedô 82. Z>E\ óto barkô 

Table 70. Yintale Phonetically Similar Vowels 

3.4.5 Yintale Tones 

This section discuses about observed tones, initial consonant tone correlations, 

correlation between vowels and tones and tone pattern. 
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3.4.5.1 Yintale Observed Tones 

According to this data, all tones are in contrast. There are five contrastive tones in 

Yintale. Each tone is referred to by demonstrating diacritics. They are high /©/, mid 

/ /́, low /¾/, falling /¥/ and rising /ă/. The shape of the tones will be seen in the 

following chart. 

 High Mid Low Falling Rising 

Shape © ´ ¾ ¥ ă
.a`M©. .a`Ḿ. .aé¾. .a`M¥. .a`Mă.

  293. to launder 49. bamboo shoot 68. paddy rice 291. scrub 366. yellow 

Table 71. Demonstrating Diacritic Tones in Yintale 

3.4.5.2 Yintale Description (including allophones) 

All tones are in contrast.  
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.́. .¾. 283. .k`h́. óto fallô 408. .k`h¾. órice fieldô 

.©. .́. 118. .k¬©. óScorpionô 249. .k¬́. óto lieô 

.©. .¾. 353. .kt©. óto be roundô 372. .kt¾. óbe the sameô 

.©. .ă. 293. .a`M©. óto launderô 366. .a`Mă. óyellowô 

.¥. .¾. 349. .kv`h¥. óbe wideô 25. .kv`h¾. óseaô 

.¥. .́. 179. .jGt¥. óeld-brotherô 174. .jGt́. óChildô 

.¥. .ă. 291. .a`M¥. óto rubô 366. .a`Mă. óyellowô 

Table 72. Yintale Tone Contrasts 

3.4.5.3 Yintale Initial consonant tone correlations 

According to this data, there are five phonemic tones in Yintale: high, falling, mid, 

low and rising. The high tone occurs with all consonants except only the alveolar trill. 

The falling tone does not occur with /ē/, /M/, /u/, /r/, /R/, /á/ and /i/. The mid tone 
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occurs with all consonants. The low tone does not only occur with the consonants /r/ 

or /rG/. The rising tone only occur with /o/, /a/, /s/, /jG/, /m/, /r/, /Å/, /k/ and /v/.  
C

o
n

s
o

n
a

n
ts  

Tones 

 

C
o

n
s
o

n
a

n
ts  

Tones 

© ´ ¾ ¥ ă  © ´ ¾ ¥ ă

oG 93 213 000 398 -  q - 348 - 297 - 

o 121 248 88 307 367  u 414 48 179 - - 

a 128 49 68 291 346  r 259 4 - - 39 

sG 72 81 343 216 -  rG 99 96 - 91  

s 151 215 112 91 415  R 190 186 422 - - 

c 140 106 152 288 -  cY 398 280 195 241 - 

jG 180 135 376 179 410  Å 57 54 181 239 362 

j 397 211 187 308 -  á 76 161 77 - - 

f 195 153 62 259 -  w 333 421 51 380 - 

> 36 167 362 378 -  g 139 226 70 377 - 

l 177 212 69 217 -  i 379 418 411 - - 

m 412 47 88 209 271  k 112 157 335 3 415 

ē 299 84 77 - -  v 160 15 25 325 410 

M 19 365 326 - -       

Table 73. Yintale Initial Consonant Tone Correlations 

3.4.5.4 Yintale Correlation between Vowels and Tones 

Yintale has ten pure vowels, three with breathy vowels, /hë/, /Dë/ and /̀ë/, and three 

diphthong vowels. All tones are in contrast. All of the pure vowels and diphthong 

vowels occur with the high tone but never does with the breathy vowels. The mid 

tone occurs with all pure, breathy and diphthong vowels except for the breathy vowel 

/hë/. The low tone does not occur with the vowels of /d/, /Dë/ and /E/, but it does with all 

diphthong vowels and all of the rest of the pure and breathy vowels. The falling tone 

occurs with /h/, /D/ / /̀, /Ó/, /t/ and all of the diphthong vowels, it never does with the 

rest of the vowels. The rising tone only occurs with the vowels //̀ and /dh/, but it 

never does with the rest of the vowels.  






























































































