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BRINGING YOU UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR DEPARTMENT,  IN THIS ISSUE 

Can you believe we are nearly at the end of 
the semester, it didn’t seem to long ago that 
we were all sitting for our midterms and now 
we are into the final stretch and our exams are 
just around the corner.   

Over the last month so much has happened 
which we are excited to report on, from the 
honors ceremony to community service, the 
EC students and staff are out and about 
successfully working hard to make Payap a 
better place for all.   

 

 

To prove our success, we can report that the 
results from the annual Government audit 
showed that our department gained the 
highest pass of all the undergraduate 
programs in the IC – Go EC! 

Editor: Mike Bravenec 
Alumni Correspondent: Chanyoung Park 
Social Correspondent: Sai Maher 
Picture Editor: Sara Aonuma 
 
We all look forward to hearing your thoughts, 
Mike and the newsletter team 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Students celebrate being 
awesome! 
On October 19th, 2016, a body of students from Payap 
University gathered to receive an Honor Certificate for 
their hard work. 

 

Giving back to the community 

On Friday, November 4th, 2016 students from the 
EC department took part in a community service 
project held at the Northern School for the Blind 
in Chiang Mai. 

A Message from the Editor 

 
by [Article Author] 
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On Friday, November 4th, 2016 students from 

the EC department took part in a community 

service project held at the Northern School 

for the Blind in Chiang Mai.  

The project was both organized and 
implemented by students of the Creative 
Writing class and focused on how Creative 
Writing could be both a service and a therapy. 
During the course of a few hours, EC students 
shared their writings in the form of a song, a 
story and a game.  

The project was not only geared towards 
writing and creativity but also on how student 
could give back to the community, share with 
others and learn for these unique and talented 
students at the Northern School for the Blind. 
The project concluded with students from the 
Creative Writing class admitting that they 
received more of a service from the students 
of the Northern School for the Blind than they 
could ever have given them.  

Special thanks to photographer Paisan 
Prapacharoenwong (Seng) for his work. 

 

 

On October 19th, 2016, a body of students 
from Payap University gathered to receive an 
Honor Certificate for their hard work.  

An Honor Certificate required students to 
earn the GPA of 3.5 or above in the previous 
year. Using this as an awarding system for the 
students, we have something to look forward 
to when we work diligently. It is an 
encouraging reminder that our hard works 
pay off. While the violins and piano player 
performed beautiful melodic songs, each  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

student name was call by the department 
head, following with us receiving the 
certificate from the President Asst. Prof. Dr. 
Sompan Wongdee. It was such a privilege to 
attend and participate in such an event with 
my fellow classmates. I'm looking forward to 
another amazing academic year. 

CREATIVE WRITING COMMUNITY 
SERVICE ACTIVITY 
by Aj Nakesha 

 

 

 

by Name Style 

Honors Ceremony Celebrations 
by Amy 



NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER Issue 3  
 

On November 9th, 2016 the class of English 
for Tourism organized a one day tour in San 
Klang district. After almost a semester long 
effort to plan this trip, we were able to finish 
successfully.  

The tour was organized with a goal to support 
the local community of San Klang district by 
promoting the various businesses and 
facilities available. We had a total 
of twenty customers. Our theme was to 
promote the local timeless Thai traditions.  

We were able to give the customers a glimpse 
of all these traditions all throughout the day. 
On our first part of the tour we visited 
Baan Celadon, where we enjoyed 
handmade pottery; P Collection, where we 
saw the making of silver from scratch; and the 
Thai Silk Village, where we witnessed the 
making of beautiful silk products from 
silkworms.  

Next, we had a session of making ‘somtum’ 
(Thai papaya salad), where each member got 
to prepare their own salad. The somtum was 
paired with delicious traditional Thai food 
that included sticky rice and barbecued 
chicken. Following this, our customers had a 
chance [“to take part in planting” or, “to 
plant”] some flowering trees in the 
community park.  

 

 

The final part of our tour was spent at the 
beautiful ‘Rice Life Cafe’ where customers got 
to enjoy a relaxing foot 
message while sipping on refreshing drinks 
and freshly baked cakes. As souvenirs to 
remember the tour, each of the 
customers was given a handmade cotton 
hand towel with “Timeless Thai Traditions 
Tour, 2016” hand-embroidered from Ton Fai 
cotton house. [Note: the writing was done by 
machine, but everything else is hand-made].  

Overall, it was a successful tour. The goal was 
to highlight the timeless traditions of 
northern Thailand and to promote 
sustainable tourism by incorporating 
activities that kept the environment, society 
and economy in mind. It was a wonderful 
experience learning the culture and sharing it 
with others. We hope that this small step in 
the right direction of promoting cultures 
creates a ripple effect for our future. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Timeless Thai Traditions Tour 
by Lilly  
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Digital PR: Writing for the Media 
 

 

 

Hello, my name is Daniel, I'm from Sweden, 
and I graduated from Payap EC in May 2016. 

Where are you working? Right now I work in 
Stockholm, Sweden, as a caretaker for people 
who are disabled for various reasons. The 
company I work for is called -Frösunda 
omsorg- . I like my job in a way because it's 
meaningful, but it's not something I've always 
wanted to do, nor something that I will be 
doing in the future.  

How did studying at the EC help? My studies 
at EC are entirely unrelated to my job, so the 
content of the classes do not help me in any 
way. However, on a personal level, EC has 
given me a lot. My English skills improved 
because of it, and the cultural exchange that I 
received there is invaluable. I am also 
convinced that I will use my EC degree in the 
future, just not right now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Public Relations class invited Elizabeth 
Kelsey Bradley a writer and social media 
strategist in to present a special lecture on 
how to write for the digital age.  

Elizabeth spoke about what blogging actual is 
and how to drive traffic to your site.  Her main 
take home was that if you want people to read 
your work you need to know your audience!  

For more information about Elizabeth and the 
work she does you can contact her on 
http://www.elizabethkbradley.com/ 

  

 

What are your goals? I can't 
really say that I have a clear 
goal in my life at the 
moment. However, a friend 
and I are planning to take a 
2 year program as 
wilderness guides. We are 
playing with the idea of 
starting our own wilderness 
company, focusing on 
foreign tourists interested 
in the Swedish wilderness. I 
suppose that could be called 
a goal in life, and I would 
find some use for my EC 
degree.  

What advice can you give 
EC students? My advice 
would be to take the 
opportunity of cultural 
exchange while you are still 
at Payap. It's a unique 
chance for some 
perspective on the world, so 
don't waste it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

ALUMination: Interview with alumni 

by Chanyoung 
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Payap Student Activities Calendar 2016-17 as of 9 November 2016 
  

 

  

Date/Day Event (Sponsor) Time Location Notes 

5-6 Nov 
(Sat/Sun) 

Youth Conference, Rising Lanterns of 
Chiang Mai (BEAM) (Outside Event) 

  Sponsored by BEAM 
Education Foundation.  
Objective to inspire, 
empower and engage 
Burmese migrant youth 
living in Chiang Mai 

9 Nov (Wed) Timeless Thai Traditional Tour   English for Tourism Trip 

9 Nov (Wed) Robot Club 1:00 pm PC 116 Contact: Aj. Toby 

11 Nov (Fri) Graduation Photos 8:25 am Saithantum 
Stadium 

 

11 Nov (Fri) Graduation Practice 5:30 pm Chapel  

12 Nov (Sat) Graduation Ceremony 5:00 pm Chapel 5:00 assemble, ceremony 
begins at 6:00 

14 Nov (Mon) Memorial Ceremony for His Majesty 5:00-6:00 pm Saithantum 
Stadium 

Wear formal black and 
white clothing; family 
members invited 

15 Nov (Tues) Payap Community Bible Study 4th 
Anniversary Celebration 

6:00 pm St. Andrew’s 
Church 

Contact: Rachel 
Powelson 
rachel_powelson@sil.org 

13 - 15 Nov Loy Kratong Festival (classes as usual)    

16 Nov (Wed) Robot Club 1:00 pm PC 116 Contact: Aj. Toby 

16 Nov (Wed) Trip to Pun Pun Farm   GE105 Community 
Service Trip 

18 Nov (Fri) ISU Christmas Event 5:00-9:00 pm Peace Building Fun activities and hot 
cocoa bar 

18 Nov (Fri) Last Day of Classes for Semester 1    

19 Nov (Sat) SumoBot Competition 12:30 pm Payap Contact: Aj. Toby 

19 Nov (Sat) PYU College of Music Honor Recital  7:30 pm CRK Recital 
Hall  

Srisangwal Building on 
the KaewNavarat 
campus 

Admission free, 
donations appreciated 

21 Nov – 2 Dec Final Exams    

As announced Sports Club     

 No Game Club in November    
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Yi Peng & Loi Krathong Festivals - Celebrated throughout the 
Kingdom on the evening of the full moon of the 12th month in the 
traditional Thai lunar calendar, the Loi Krathong festival is named 
after the floating lanterns, boats and ornaments that are set adrift 
onto rivers during the celebrations. For some, floating a 
Krathong, especially when lit, are meant to honour Buddha. For 
most Thais, it’s a way to thank the Hindu Goddess of Water, Phra 
Mae Khongkha, for her help in providing the most basic of all 
human necessities. The practice is also associated with creating 
good luck and ridding oneself of anger and negative thoughts. 
Some will cut their fingernails and hair and add them to the 
Krathong, to symbolize the letting go of the bad elements of one's 
self.  
 
In Chiang Mai, the ancient capital of the former Lanna Kingdom, 
Loi Krathong coincides with the Lanna (northern Thai) festival 
known as ‘Yi Peng’ where a multitude of Lanna-style sky lanterns 
adorned with good luck wishes and prayer are released into the 
sky.

 

Payap University, led by the Music 
Department, held a tribute song recital to 
honor the late King Bhumbibol Adulyadej 
on the evening of 31 October. The event, 
held at the Nawarat campus, was attended 
by faculty, alumni, and past and present 
students. Professor Bruce Gaston, a former 
Payap Music Department faculty member, 
was given the honor by Payap President, 
Asst. Prof. Dr. Sompan Wongdee, to 
coordinate this prestigious event. 
 

Yi Peng & Loi Krathong Festivals  

by Mike 

Payap Honors His Majesty 

by Sai 


