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HEART	 OF	 OUR	 NATION

Our sincerest condolences to the people of Thailand 
for the passing of HM King Bhumibol Adulyadej. 



OCTOBER

NEWSLETTER
Halloween
Halloween is here again! It is believed to have 
originated with the ancient Celtic festival of 
Samhain, when people would light bonfires and 
wear costumes to ward off roaming ghosts it grew 
into the current day community-based event with 
child-friendly activities of costumes and trick-or-
treating for candy. More recently, due to 
‘cosplay’ (dressing up as your favorite character, 
being popular, people have costume parties to 
celebrate the holiday. Will there be many spooky 
costumes, like last year in Chiang Mai? Your fave 
character? I guess we’ll see at this Year’s party, 
listed in the events section. 

This newsletter is dedicated to our EC students and 
faculty.
The newsletter team is as follows so please offer
comments, feedback, or recommendations that you
would like to see:
Editor: Mike Bravenec
Alumni Correspondent: Chanyoung Park
Social Correspondent: Sai Maher
Picture Editor: Sara Aonuma
We all look forward to hearing your thoughts,
Mike and the newsletter team

Mike as Darth Maul for the opening of Star 



We are pleased to announce Ethical Development Training for all IC undergraduate 
students on Wednesday, October 26th at 14:00 - 17:00.  We will review the Core 
Values that make Payap University unique and apply those principles in the real 
world through Community Service.  

This training is mandatory (meaning you must go) for all 1st year students (IBM, 
EC, HIM, IT)  in order to complete the requirements for graduation.  If you do not 
attend this session and you are a 1st year student, you will not be able to 
graduate!!!     Please attend and learn the wonderful ways you can help make our 
world better through Community Service!

For 2nd to 4th Year students, you are invited to learn how to become involved in 
Community Service.  A refreshing of the Payap Values and how to properly 
document your service will be covered.  All 2nd to 4th year students that attend 
Ethical Development Training and submit the proper documentation for Community 
Service will have their academic transcript noted with the Assembly credit.  
Community Service is what sets Payap University apart and makes a wonderful 
addition to your personal resume/CV.  

Please mark your calendar.  Meeting classroom will be announced soon.  

In Service,

Aj. Mark Crawford
Student Development Coordinator

DEAR	 IC	 COMMUNITY



COULD	 HAVE	 DONE	 
BETTER	 ON	 YOUR	 
MIDTERMS?

1. Are you sure you really failed it? 
Before panic sets in, make sure you've received a grade back from 

your professor. You may be 100% sure you failed that exam, only to learn 
that you actually did okay. Or you may have thought you aced the midterm 
only to be shocked at your failing score. Either way, not worrying until you 
have actual reason to worry is a smart, calm way to approach the situation 
and keep focus on other college responsibilities you might have to deal with 
right now. 

2. Look over the exam when you're calm and clear-headed.
 Your initial reaction to a failing grade on a midterm is likely to involve at 

least a  little emotion. Look over what exactly happened. Did you bomb the 
entire thing? Do poorly in one section? Misunderstand one part of the 
assignment? Is there a pattern about where or how you performed poorly?  

3. Talk to your professor
 You need to get some feedback on how to do better on the next exam, 

or final. Make an appointment with your professor. After all, they're here to 
help you learn. Remember, too, that what's done is done; you aren't there to 
argue with your professor about your grade. You're meeting with them to talk 
about why you did so badly and have them help you focus on what to do 
better next time. 

4. What can you change so that you do better next time?
 Even if you failed this midterm and feel like it's the end of the world, 

it's not. There will be other exams and essays and group projects and lab 
reports and presentations and final exams that you can do better on. Focus 
on what you can do that will help you improve. 

HOW	 YOU	 HANDLE	 FAILING	 A	 MIDTERM	 CAN	 
HAVE	 A	 MAJOR	 IMPACT	 ON	 THE	 REST	 OF	 
YOUR	 SEMESTER	 

For more information go to http://collegelife.about.com/od/

http://collegelife.about.com/od/Handling-College-Problems/a/What-To-Do-If-You-Failed-A-Midterm.htm
http://collegelife.about.com/od/Handling-College-Problems/a/What-To-Do-If-You-Failed-A-Midterm.htm


TEACHERview	   
With Aj. Mark  

What is your educational background?
I went to California State University, in 
California, and majored in Spanish. My 
master’s degree is in TESOL. In California, 
a lot of the second language speakers are 
from Mexico or Latin America, so the 
majority of them speak Spanish. I already 
knew when I was a bachelor’s student that I 
wanted to learn Spanish, because it would 
help me better understand the students if I 
just stayed in California to teach. But, my 
plan changed, and I came to Asia, and 
there are not many Spanish speakers here. 
But it’s okay, I can still use some of the 

knowledge to help students.

What is your experience in teaching?
From the fall of 2009 until the beginning of 2015 I was in China teaching English at 
university.

What do you like about teaching?
I like learning interesting things from students, and I like bringing knowledge about myself, 
the textbook, and world experiences I’ve had, for teaching. But the students all have unique 
experiences as well. And what’s fun for me, is to hear students share that in the classroom. 
For example, I teach Linguistics and of course, I don’t know too many languages. So it’s 
interesting to hear from students, like Korean students, for example, and students with 
different language backgrounds, share information about their own language and culture. 
We all learn together!

What interest do you pursue outside of the classroom?
I like to play badminton. So sometimes I do that at the local community learning centre as 
they have it in the gym. When I was in China, I learned to play there. But in America, you 
don’t really play badminton competitively or as a real sport, it’s like a picnic activity. Then I 
tried it one time and it was really exciting and I sort of got addicted. I also like to explore 
different parts of the city that I have never been to, and ride my motorbike around alleys and 
streets that are new. And I like to try different kinds of food, because I’m very curious about 
dishes that I’ve never eaten. I mean there’s some things that maybe aren’t as delicious to 
me as others, but yeah, I like to explore. And then, I also like to read in my free time.

For full interview go to http://ec.payap.ac.th

http://ec.payap.ac.th
http://ec.payap.ac.th


ALUMINATION	 	 
INTERVIEW	 WITH	 ALUMNI

 
Hello, my name is Kam and I studied English 
Communication and I graduated in December, 
2014  
 
Q. What is your job like?  

I am work ing in Bangkok in an 
educational agency for students to study 
abroad in the UK, for high schoolers, and 
bachelor and master’s degrees. I am working 
as a junior counsellor, and help doing the 
applications for students who study for high 
school, bachelor and master’s degrees, and 
also give information and help for visa 
applications.  
 
Q. Do you like your job? Is it something that you’ve always wanted to pursue?  

It’s okay, I like it, but it’s not the job that I was aiming for at first.  
 
Q. How did the EC Program help you in your career?  

I have learnt to work with many types of people, and work with groups and 
also individuals. And it helped me to prepare my skills such as English, 
presentation, and writing.   
 
Q. Any advice to the EC students? 

It’s good to have friends from many nationalities so that we can share 
different ideas and perspectives. It’s also good if you are open minded and can 
share your experience and have fun with your friends because in the future, you 
will be meeting many types of people and you might experience things that you 
didn’t know before. So it’s better to share your opinion and also look at different 
things in university.

For full interview go to http://ec.payap.ac.th

http://ec.payap.ac.th
http://ec.payap.ac.th


Payap International College hosted a 
debate camp on 17-18 Sep, attended by 
some of the best and brightest nation-
wide university students. It took place at 
the Pentecost building, and had reps 
from the United States (US) Embassy 
and Consulates.

The camp was coordinated and organized by the Young Southeast Asian Leaders 
Initiative (YSEALI). The YSEALI is the U.S. government’s signature program to 
strengthen leadership development and networking in Southeast Asia 
(https://asean.usmission.gov/yseali/).

On Saturday, Ajarn Thanoo Saowaros, District Director of Toastmasters 
International, gave an inspirational lecture that included advice, tips, and how to 
present yourself while giving public presentations. Next, a debate skills presentation 
was conducted by the YSEALI team, followed by Khun Achim Merchant, an alumni 
of the American Council of Young Political leaders (ACYPL), giving an insightful 
brief about this year's political debates. The day's events concluded with an 
impromptu speech
competition.

Day two started with fun-filled game activities, then the campers broke into debate 

	 PAST	 EVENTS	 	 
	 	 PAYAP	 IC	 HOSTS	 DEBATE	 	 
	 	 CAMP

https://asean.usmission.gov/yseali/
https://asean.usmission.gov/yseali/


AJARNS	 OUT	 AND	 
ABOUT

Social Impact in Myanmar
In early October Aj. Charlie and Aj. Mike ran a 
one week curriculum development course 
with educators from Myanmar. Heads and 
teachers from Liberal Arts colleges from a 
number of different States came to The 
International College to discuss and improve 
curriculums. It was a fantastic week of sharing 
knowledge and experience with so many 
wonderful and passionate people who really 
care about taking their country forward in a 
positive way.

Aj Jesse Kus was a presenter at the 63rd Teflin 
International Conference in Indonesia, that went 
from Sep. 8-10, 2016.  The conference was 
about ‘Creativity & innovation in Language 
Teaching Methodology in Asia and Beyond’ and 
Aj Jesse spoke about, “the merits of employing 
pair work strategies,” and “training beginner 
teachers to promote integrated approach and 
personal beliefs into learning materials.” He 
said it was a great experience, not many 
Caucasians were present, and he saw a large 
cultural difference there, but was a pleasurable 
experience. People there were positive about 
English language learning, but it is still in the 
improvement phase. Around 600 people 
attended, a large conference, with student 
volunteers, very attentive to the attendees’ 
needs. Overall a very positive experience, and 
again, nice to report on our ajarns, “out & 



HISTORY	 OF	 	 
HALLOWEEN	 
Halloween History & Origin

Halloween is the one of the oldest 
holidays still celebrated today. It's one 
of the most popular holidays, second 
only to Christmas. Some people view 
Halloween as a time for fun, putting on 
costumes, trick-or-treating, and having 
theme parties. Others view it as a time 
of superstitions, ghosts, goblins and 
evil spirits that should be avoided at all 
costs.

Halloween History

Halloween is on October 31st, the last 
day of the Celtic calendar. It was 
originally a pagan holiday, honoring the 
dead. Halloween was referred to as All 
Hallows Eve and dates back to over 
2000 years ago. All Hallows Eve is the 
evening before All Saints Day, which 
was created by Christians to convert 
pagans, and is ce lebra ted on 
November 1st. The Catholic Church 
honored saints on this designated day.

Origin of Halloween

Different cultures view Halloween 
somewhat differently, but traditional 
Halloween practices remain the same. 
Halloween culture can be traced back to 
the Druids, a Celtic culture in Ireland, 
Britain, and Northern Europe.

Roots lay in the feast of Samhain, which 
was annually on October 31st to honor 
the dead. Samhain signifies "summers 
end" or November. Samhain was a 
harvest festival with huge sacred 
bonfires, marking the end of the Celtic 
year and beginning of a new one. Many 
of the practices involved in this 
celebration were fed on superstition.
The Celts believed the souls of the dead 
roamed the streets and villages at night. 
Since not all spirits were thought to be 
friendly, gifts and treats were left out to 
pacify the evil and ensure next year’s 
crops would be plentiful. This custom 
evolved into trick-or-treating.

With Christians today, some rejoice it 
(think it’s harmless fun), some reject it 
(think evil is involved), and some 
redeem it. If Christians believe that 
Jesus came to redeem all things, as he 
said in Revelation 21:5, “Behold, I am 
making all things new,” this would 
include the celebration of Halloween 
(Ref: http://whatsinthebible.com/
halloween-meaning-history-
christianity/).

http://whatsinthebible.com/halloween-meaning-history-christianity/
http://whatsinthebible.com/halloween-meaning-history-christianity/

